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Those who boast of wisdom beyond the teach-

ing of the Word of God, need to drink deeper of 

the fountain of knowledge, that they may learn 

their real ignorance. Men boast of their wisdom, 

when it is foolishness in the sight of God. Let no 

man deceive himself. “If any man among you 

seemeth to be wise in this world, let him become a 

fool, that he may be wise. For the wisdom of this 

world is foolishness with God; for it is written. He 

taketh the wise in their own 

craftiness.” The greatest igno-

rance that now curses the hu-

man race is ignorance of the 

binding claims of the law of 

God; and this ignorance is the 

result of neglecting the study of 

the Word of God. It is Satan’s 

plan to so engage the mind that 

men shall neglect the great Guide Book, and thus 

be led into the path of transgression and destruc-

tion. {BEcho October 15, 1892, par. 1}  

The Bible is not exalted to its rightful place among 

the books of the world, although its study is of infi-

nite importance to the souls of men. In searching 

its pages the imagination beholds scenes majestic 

and eternal. We behold Jesus, the Son of God, 

coming to our world, and engaging in the mysteri-

ous conflict that discomfited the powers of dark-

ness. O how wonderful, how almost incredible it 

is, that the infinite God would consent to the humil-

iation of his own Son that we might be elevated to 

a place with Him upon his throne! Let every stu-

dent of the Scriptures contemplate this great fact, 

and he will not come from a study of the Bible 

without being purified, elevated, and ennobled. 

The truth will be opened to the mind, and applied 

to the heart by the Spirit of God. Through connec-

tion with God, the Christian will have clearer and 

broader views, unbiased by his own preconceived 

opinions. His discernment will 

be more penetrating, his facul-

ties better balanced. His mind, 

exercised in the contemplation 

of exalted truths, will be ex-

panded, and in obtaining 

heavenly knowledge he will 

better understand his own 

weakness, and will grow in 

faith and humility. When there 

is little attention given to the Word of God, divine 

counsels are not heeded, admonitions are in vain, 

grace and heavenly wisdom are not sought that 

past sins may be avoided and every taint of cor-

ruption cleansed from the character. David 

prayed, “Make me to understand the way of thy 

precepts; so shall I talk of thy wonderful works.... 

Open Thou mine eyes, that I may behold won-

drous things out of thy law.” {BEcho October 15, 

1892, par. 2}  



There is a great work to be done by the earnest Bible student; 

for gems of truth are to be gathered up, and separated from the 

companionship of error. Though the Bible is a revelation from 

heaven, yet many do not comprehend its divine teaching. We are 

to discover new aspects of truth in both the Old and the New Testa-

ment, to behold the exceeding breadth and compass of truths 

which we imagine we understand, but of which we have only a su-

perficial knowledge. He who earnestly searches the Scriptures will 

see that harmony exists between the various parts of the Bible; he 

will discover the bearing of one passage upon another, and the re-

ward of his toil will be exceedingly precious. {BEcho October 15, 

1892, par. 3} All over the field of revelation are scattered glad 

springs of heavenly truth, peace, and joy. These fountains of joy 

are within the reach of every seeker.  

The words of Inspiration, pon-

dered in the heart, will be as liv-

ing streams flowing from the riv-

er of the water of life. Our Saviour 

prayed that the mind of his fol-

lowers might be opened to under-

stand the Scriptures. Whenever 

we study the Bible with a 

prayerful heart, the Holy 

Spirit is near to open to 

us the meaning of the 

words we read. The 

man whose mind is en-

lightened by the open-

ing of God’s Word to his 

understanding, will not 

only feel that he must more 

diligently seek to understand that 

Word, but that he must have a bet-

ter understanding of the sciences. 

He will feel that he is called to a 

high calling in Christ Jesus. The 

more closely connected man is with 

the Source of all knowledge and 

wisdom, the more he will feel that 

he must advance in intellectual and 

spiritual attainments. The opening 

of God’s Word is always followed 

by a remarkable opening and 

strengthening of man’s faculties; for 

the entrance of his words giveth 

light. By contemplation of great 

truths, the mind is elevated, the af-

fections purified and refined; for the 

Spirit of God, through the truth of 

God, quickens the lifeless, spiritual 

faculties, and attracts the soul heav-

enward. {BEcho October 15, 1892, 

par. 4}  

Then take your Bible and present 

yourself before your Heavenly Fa-

ther, saying, “Enlighten me; teach 

me what is truth.” The Lord will re-

gard your prayer, and the Holy 

Spirit will impress the truth upon 

your soul. In searching the Scrip-

tures for yourself, you will become 

established in the faith. It is of the 

greatest importance that you contin-

ually search the Scriptures, storing 

the mind with the truths of God. You 

may be separated from 

the companionship 

of Christians, and 

placed where you 

will not have the 

privilege of meet-

ing with the chil-

dren of God. You 

need the treasures 

of God’s Word hidden 

in your heart, that when opposition 

comes upon you, you may bring 

everything to the test of the Scrip-

tures. {BEcho October 15, 1892, par. 

5}  

Our Saviour prayed that the 

mind of his followers might 

be opened to understand the 

Scriptures.  



Truth is eternal, and conflict with 

error will only make manifest its 

strength. We should never refuse 

to examine the Scriptures with 

those who, we have reason to 

believe, desire to know what is 

truth as much as we do. 

Suppose a brother holds 

a view that differs from 

yours, and he comes to 

you, proposing that you 

sit down with him, and 

investigate that point in 

the light of the Scriptures; 

should you rise up filled with 

prejudice, and condemn his ide-

as while refusing to give him a 

hearing? The only right way 

would be to sit down as Chris-

tians and investigate the position 

presented, in the light of God’s 

Word, which will reveal truth 

and unmask error. To ridicule his 

ideas would not weaken his posi-

tion, though it were false, or 

strengthen your position, though 

it were true. If the pillars of our 

faith will not stand the test of in-

vestigation, it is time that we 

knew it; for it is foolish to be-

come set in our ideas, and think 

that no one should interfere with 

our opinions. Let everything be 

brought to the Bible; for it is the 

only rule of faith and doctrine. 

{BEcho October 15, 1892, par. 6}  

We must study the truth for 

ourselves; no man should be 

relied upon to think for us, no 

matter who he may be or in 

what position he may be 

placed. We are not to 

look upon any man as a 

perfect guide for us. We 

are to counsel together, 

and be subject one to an-

other; but at the same 

time we are to exercise the 

ability God has given us to learn 

what is truth. Each one of us must 

look to God for divine enlighten-

ment, that we may individually 

develop a character that will 

stand the test of the great day. 

{BEcho October 15, 1892, par. 7}  

We are living in the last days, when error of a most deceptive 

character is accepted and believed, while truth is discarded. 

Many are drifting into darkness and infidelity, picking flaws 

with the Bible, bringing up superstitious inventions, unscrip-

tural theories, and speculations of vain philosophy; but it is 

the duty of every one to seek a thorough knowledge of the 

Scriptures. The importance and benefit of Bible study cannot 

be overestimated. In searching the Scriptures our minds are 

led to dwell upon the infinite sacrifice of Christ, on his medi-

ation in our behalf. As we see his love, as we meditate upon 

his humiliation and sufferings, the same spirit of self-denial 

and sacrifice for the good of others will be kindled in our 

hearts. As we behold Jesus by the eye of faith, we shall be 

“changed into the same image from glory to glory, even as 

by the Spirit of the Lord.” {BEcho October 15, 1892, par. 8}  

We must study the truth for 

ourselves; no man should be 

relied upon to think for us,  


