
 

DESCRIPTION OF LAST DAY EVENTS 

(Page references are quoted as book page then paragraph no., i.e., GC 379:1 = Great Controversy, page 

379, 1st paragraph) 

TIME OF THE END 

From 1798 to destruction of Wicked –  

Dan. 12:4-10;  

4 But thou, O Daniel, shut up the words, and seal the book, even to the time of the end: many shall run 

to and fro, and knowledge shall be increased.5 Then I Daniel looked, and, behold, there stood other two, 

the one on this side of the bank of the river, and the other on that side of the bank of the river.6 And 

one said to the man clothed in linen, which was upon the waters of the river, How long shall it be to the 

end of these wonders?7 And I heard the man clothed in linen, which was upon the waters of the river, 

when he held up his right hand and his left hand unto heaven, and sware by him that liveth for ever that 

it shall be for a time, times, and an half; and when he shall have accomplished to scatter the power of 

the holy people, all these things shall be finished. 8 And I heard, but I understood not: then said I, O my 

Lord, what shall be the end of these things? 9 And he said, Go thy way, Daniel: for the words are closed 

up and sealed till the time of the end. 10 Many shall be purified, and made white, and tried; but the 

wicked shall do wickedly: and none of the wicked shall understand; but the wise shall understand. 

 

 

 



GC 356:0-3 “The message of salvation has been preached in all ages; but this message is a part of the 

gospel which could be proclaimed only in the last days, for only then would it be true that the hour of 

judgment had come. The prophecies present a succession of events leading down to the opening of the 

judgment. This is especially true of the book of Daniel. But that part of his prophecy which related to the 

last days, Daniel was bidden to close up and seal “to the time of the end.” Not till we reach this time 

could a message concerning the judgment be proclaimed, based on the fulfillment of these prophecies. 

But at the time of the end, says the prophet, “many shall run to and fro, and knowledge shall be 

increased.” Daniel 12:4. 

The apostle Paul warned the church not to look for the coming of Christ in his day. “That day shall not 

come,” he says, “except there come a falling away first, and that man of sin be revealed.” 2 

Thessalonians 2:3. Not till after the great apostasy, and the long period of the reign of the “man of sin,” 

can we look for the advent of our Lord. The “man of sin,” which is also styled “the mystery of iniquity,” 

“the son of perdition,” and “that wicked,” represents the papacy, which, as foretold in prophecy, was to 

maintain its supremacy for 1260 years. This period ended in 1798. The coming of Christ could not take 

place before that time. Paul covers with his caution the whole of the Christian dispensation down to the 

year 1798. It is this side of that time that the message of Christ's second coming is to be proclaimed. 

No such message has ever been given in past ages. Paul, as we have seen, did not preach it; he pointed 

his brethren into the then far-distant future for the coming of the Lord. The Reformers did not proclaim 

it. Martin Luther placed the judgment about three hundred years in the future from his day. But since 

1798 the book of Daniel has been unsealed, knowledge of the prophecies has increased, and many have 

proclaimed the solemn message of the judgment near.” 

 

1798 - EVENTS CONNECTED WITH 

• Papal wound. End 1260 years.  
Dan. 7:25: And he shall speak great words against the most High, and shall wear out the saints 

of the most High, and think to change times and laws: and they shall be given into his hand until 

a time and times and the dividing of time. 

Rev. 13:3, 5; : And I saw one of his heads as it were wounded to death; and his deadly wound 

was healed: and all the world wondered after the beast. 

 

And there was given unto him a mouth speaking great things and blasphemies; and power was 

given unto him to continue forty and two months. 

GC 356:1,:  “The apostle Paul warned the church not to look for the coming of Christ in his day. 

“That day shall not come,” he says, “except there come a falling away first, and that man of sin 

be revealed.” 2 Thessalonians 2:3. Not till after the great apostasy, and the long period of the 

reign of the “man of sin,” can we look for the advent of our Lord. The “man of sin,” which is also 

styled “the mystery of iniquity,” “the son of perdition,” and “that wicked,” represents the 

papacy, which, as foretold in prophecy, was to maintain its supremacy for 1260 years. This 

period ended in 1798. The coming of Christ could not take place before that time. Paul covers 

with his caution the whole of the Christian dispensation down to the year 1798. It is this side of 

that time that the message of Christ's second coming is to be proclaimed.” 

GC 439:2: “Power was given unto him to continue forty and two months.” And, says the 

prophet, “I saw one of his heads as it were wounded to death.” And again: “He that leadeth into 
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captivity shall go into captivity: he that killeth with the sword must be killed with the sword.” 

The forty and two months are the same as the “time and times and the dividing of time,” three 

years and a half, or 1260 days, of Daniel 7 - - the time during which the papal power was to 

oppress God's people. This period, as stated in preceding chapters, began with the supremacy of 

the papacy, A.D. 538, and terminated in 1798. At that time the pope was made captive by the 

French army, the papal power received its deadly wound, and the prediction was fulfilled, “He 

that leadeth into captivity shall go into captivity.” 

• Knowledge increased after this date  
Dan. 12:4; But thou, O Daniel, shut up the words, and seal the book, even to the time of the 

end: many shall run to and fro, and knowledge shall be increased. 

 

GC 356:0: The message of salvation has been preached in all ages; but this message is a part of 

the gospel which could be proclaimed only in the last days, for only then would it be true that 

the hour of judgment had come. The prophecies present a succession of events leading down to 

the opening of the judgment. This is especially true of the book of Daniel. But that part of his 

prophecy which related to the last days, Daniel was bidden to close up and seal “to the time of 

the end.” Not till we reach this time could a message concerning the judgment be proclaimed, 

based on the fulfillment of these prophecies. But at the time of the end, says the prophet, 

“many shall run to and fro, and knowledge shall be increased.” Daniel 12:4. 

• Book of Daniel unsealed  
Dan. 12:4, But thou, O Daniel, shut up the words, and seal the book, even to the time of the 

end: many shall run to and fro, and knowledge shall be increased. 

Dan. 12:9-11; And he said, Go thy way, Daniel: for the words are closed up and sealed till the 

time of the end. Many shall be purified, and made white, and tried; but the wicked shall do 

wickedly: and none of the wicked shall understand; but the wise shall understand.And from the 

time that the daily sacrifice shall be taken away, and the abomination that maketh desolate set 

up, there shall be a thousand two hundred and ninety days. 

Rev. 10:2; And he had in his hand a little book open: and he set his right foot upon the sea, and 

his left foot on the earth, 

GC 356:2 “No such message has ever been given in past ages. Paul, as we have seen, did not 

preach it; he pointed his brethren into the then far-distant future for the coming of the Lord. 

The Reformers did not proclaim it. Martin Luther placed the judgment about three hundred 

years in the future from his day. But since 1798 the book of Daniel has been unsealed, 

knowledge of the prophecies has increased, and many have proclaimed the solemn message of 

the judgment near.” 

• U.S. rising to power  
Rev. 13:11; And I beheld another beast coming up out of the earth; and he had two horns like a 

lamb, and he spake as a dragon. 

GC 440:1, 2 “But the beast with lamblike horns was seen “coming up out of the earth.” Instead 

of overthrowing other powers to establish itself, the nation thus represented must arise in 

territory previously unoccupied and grow up gradually and peacefully. It could not, then, arise 

among the crowded and struggling nationalities of the Old World—that turbulent sea of 

“peoples, and multitudes, and nations, and tongues.” It must be sought in the Western 

Continent. 



 

What nation of the New World was in 1798 rising into power, giving promise of strength and 

greatness, and attracting the attention of the world? The application of the symbol admits of no 

question. One nation, and only one, meets the specifications of this prophecy; it points 

unmistakably to the United States of America. Again and again the thought, almost the exact 

words, of the sacred writer has been unconsciously employed by the orator and the historian in 

describing the rise and growth of this nation. The beast was seen “coming up out of the earth;” 

and, according to the translators, the word here rendered “coming up” literally signifies “to 

grow or spring up as a plant.” And, as we have seen, the nation must arise in territory previously 

unoccupied. A prominent writer, describing the rise of the United States, speaks of “the mystery 

of her coming forth from vacancy,“ and says: “Like a silent seed we grew into empire.”—G. A. 

Townsend, The New World Compared With the Old, page 462. A European journal in 1850 spoke 

of the United States as a wonderful empire, which was “emerging,” and “amid the silence of the 

earth daily adding to its power and pride.”—The Dublin Nation. Edward Everett 

• Second Advent proclaimed after 1798  
Dan.7:25-27; 25 And he shall speak great words against the most High, and shall wear out the 

saints of the most High, and think to change times and laws: and they shall be given into his 

hand until a time and times and the dividing of time. 26 But the judgment shall sit, and they 

shall take away his dominion, to consume and to destroy it unto the end. 27 And the kingdom 

and dominion, and the greatness of the kingdom under the whole heaven, shall be given to the 

people of the saints of the most High, whose kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and all 

dominions shall serve and obey him. 

GC 356:1: “The apostle Paul warned the church not to look for the coming of Christ in his day. 

“That day shall not come,” he says, “except there come a falling away first, and that man of sin 

be revealed.” 2 Thessalonians 2:3. Not till after the great apostasy, and the long period of the 

reign of the “man of sin,” can we look for the advent of our Lord. The “man of sin,” which is also 

styled “the mystery of iniquity,” “the son of perdition,” and “that wicked,” represents the 

papacy, which, as foretold in prophecy, was to maintain its supremacy for 1260 years. This 

period ended in 1798. The coming of Christ could not take place before that time. Paul covers 

with his caution the whole of the Christian dispensation down to the year 1798. It is this side of 

that time that the message of Christ's second coming is to be proclaimed. 

FIRST ANGEL’S MESSAGE  

REV. 14:6, 7 - 6 And I saw another angel fly in the midst of heaven, having the everlasting gospel to 

preach unto them that dwell on the earth, and to every nation, and kindred, and tongue, and people, 7 

Saying with a loud voice, Fear God, and give glory to him; for the hour of his judgment is come: and 

worship him that made heaven, and earth, and the sea, and the fountains of waters. 

• Given 1840-1844 to every mission  
Rev.14:6, 7; 6 And I saw another angel fly in the midst of heaven, having the everlasting gospel 

to preach unto them that dwell on the earth, and to every nation, and kindred, and tongue, and 

people, 7 Saying with a loud voice, Fear God, and give glory to him; for the hour of his judgment 

is come: and worship him that made heaven, and earth, and the sea, and the fountains of 

waters. 



GC 405:2: “In like manner Miller and his associates fulfilled prophecy and gave a message which 

Inspiration had foretold should be given to the world, but which they could not have given had 

they fully understood the prophecies pointing out their disappointment, and presenting another 

message to be preached to all nations before the Lord should come. The first and second angels’ 

messages were given at the right time and accomplished the work which God designed to 

accomplish by them.” 

GC 611:1 “The angel who unites in the proclamation of the third angel's message is to lighten 

the whole earth with his glory. A work of world-wide extent and unwonted power is here 

foretold. The advent movement of 1840-44 was a glorious manifestation of the power of God; 

the first angel's message was carried to every missionary station in the world, and in some 

countries there was the greatest religious interest which has been witnessed in any land since 

the Reformation of the sixteenth century; but these are to be exceeded by the mighty 

movement under the last warning of the third angel.” 

• Designed to separate saints from world  
GC 379:1; “The first angel's message of Revelation 14, announcing the hour of God's judgment 

and calling upon men to fear and worship Him, was designed to separate the professed people 

of God from the corrupting influences of the world and to arouse them to see their true 

condition of worldliness and backsliding. In this message, God has sent to the church a warning, 

which, had it been accepted, would have corrected the evils that were shutting them away from 

Him. Had they received the message from heaven, humbling their hearts before the Lord and 

seeking in sincerity a preparation to stand in His presence, the Spirit and power of God would 

have been manifested among them. The church would again have reached that blessed state of 

unity, faith, and love which existed in apostolic days, when the believers “were of one heart and 

of one soul,” and “spake the word of God with boldness,” when “the Lord added to the church 

daily such as should be saved.” Acts 4:32, 31; 2:47. 

GC 405:2: “In like manner Miller and his associates fulfilled prophecy and gave a message which 

Inspiration had foretold should be given to the world, but which they could not have given had 

they fully understood the prophecies pointing out their disappointment, and presenting another 

message to be preached to all nations before the Lord should come. The first and second angels’ 

messages were given at the right time and accomplished the work which God designed to 

accomplish by them. 

SECOND ANGEL’S MESSAGE  

REV. 14:8: “And there followed another angel, saying, Babylon is fallen, is fallen, that great city, because 

she made all nations drink of the wine of the wrath of her fornication.” 

• First preached in summer of 1844  
GC 603:2: “This scripture points forward to a time when the announcement of the fall of 

Babylon, as made by the second angel of Revelation 14 (verse 8), is to be repeated, with the 

additional mention of the corruptions which have been entering the various organizations that 

constitute Babylon, since that message was first given, in the summer of 1844. A terrible 

condition of the religious world is here described. With every rejection of truth the minds of the 

people will become darker, their hearts more stubborn, until they are entrenched in an infidel 

hardihood. In defiance of the warnings which God has given, they will continue to trample upon 



one of the precepts of the Decalogue, until they are led to persecute those who hold it sacred. 

Christ is set at nought in the contempt placed upon His word and His people. As the teachings of 

spiritualism are accepted by the churches, the restraint imposed upon the carnal heart is 

removed, and the profession of religion will become a cloak to conceal the basest iniquity. A 

belief in spiritual manifestations opens the door to seducing spirits and doctrines of devils, and 

thus the influence of evil angels will be felt in the churches.” 

• MIDNIGHT CRY  
MATT. 25:5-7 - 5 While the bridegroom tarried, they all slumbered and slept.6 And at midnight 

there was a cry made, Behold, the bridegroom cometh; go ye out to meet him. 7 Then all those 

virgins arose, and trimmed their lamps. 

• Given from summer to autumn of 1844  
GC 398:3; “While the bridegroom tarried, they all slumbered and slept. And at midnight there 

was a cry made, Behold, the bridegroom cometh; go ye out to meet him. Then all those virgins 

arose, and trimmed their lamps.” Matthew 25:5-7. In the summer of 1844, midway between the 

time when it had been first thought that the 2300 days would end, and the autumn of the same 

year, to which it was afterward found that they extended, the message was proclaimed in the 

very words of Scripture: “Behold, the Bridegroom cometh!” 

GC 426:2; In the summer and autumn of 1844 the proclamation, “Behold, the Bridegroom 

cometh,” was given. The two classes represented by the wise and foolish virgins were then 

developed—one class who looked with joy to the Lord's appearing, and who had been diligently 

preparing to meet Him; another class that, influenced by fear and acting from impulse, had been 

satisfied with a theory of the truth, but were destitute of the grace of God. In the parable, when 

the bridegroom came, “they that were ready went in with him to the marriage.” The coming of 

the bridegroom, here brought to view, takes place before the marriage. The marriage 

represents the reception by Christ of His kingdom. The Holy City, the New Jerusalem, which is 

the capital and representative of the kingdom, is called “the bride, the Lamb's wife.” Said the 

angel to John: “Come hither, I will show thee the bride, the Lamb's wife.” “He carried me away 

in the spirit,” says the prophet, “and showed me that great city, the holy Jerusalem, descending 

out of heaven from God.” Revelation 21:9, 10. 

GC 427:2 In the parable of Matthew 22 the same figure of the marriage is introduced, and the 

investigative judgment is clearly represented as taking place before the marriage. Previous to 

the wedding the king comes in to see the guests, to see if all are attired in the wedding garment, 

the spotless robe of character washed and made white in the blood of the Lamb. Matthew 

22:11; Revelation 7:14. He who is found wanting is cast out, but all who upon examination are 

seen to have the wedding garment on are accepted of God and accounted worthy of a share in 

His kingdom and a seat upon His throne. This work of examination of character, of determining 

who are prepared for the kingdom of God, is that of the investigative judgment, the closing work 

in the sanctuary above. 

• United with 2nd Angel’s Message-gave power  
EW 238:1, 2;  Near the close of the second angel's message, [See Appendix.] I saw a great light 

from heaven shining upon the people of God. The rays of this light seemed bright as the sun. 

And I heard the voices of angels crying, “Behold, the Bridegroom cometh; go ye out to meet 

Him!” 

 



This was the midnight cry, which was to give power to the second angel's message. Angels were 

sent from heaven to arouse the discouraged saints and prepare them for the great work before 

them. The most talented men were not the first to receive this message. Angels were sent to the 

humble, devoted ones, and constrained them to raise the cry, “Behold, the Bridegroom cometh; 

go ye out to meet Him!” Those entrusted with the cry made haste, and in the power of the Holy 

Spirit sounded the message, and aroused their discouraged brethren. This work did not stand in 

the wisdom and learning of men, but in the power of God, and His saints who heard the cry 

could not resist it. The most spiritual received this message first, and those who had formerly 

led in the work were the last to receive and help swell the cry, “Behold, the Bridegroom cometh; 

go ye out to meet Him!” 

GC 402:1 At the call, “The Bridegroom cometh; go ye out to meet Him,” the waiting ones “arose 

and trimmed their lamps;” they studied the word of God with an intensity of interest before 

unknown. Angels were sent from heaven to arouse those who had become discouraged and 

prepare them to receive the message. The work did not stand in the wisdom and learning of 

men, but in the power of God. It was not the most talented, but the most humble and devoted, 

who were the first to hear and obey the call. Farmers left their crops standing in the fields, 

mechanics laid down their tools, and with tears and rejoicing went out to give the warning. 

Those who had formerly led in the cause were among the last to join in this movement. The 

churches in general closed their doors against this message, and a large company of those who 

received it withdrew from their connection. In the providence of God this proclamation united 

with the second angel's message and gave power to that work. 

• Separated God’s people from fallen churches  
EW 238:3; In every part of the land, light was given upon the second angel's message, and the 

cry melted the hearts of thousands. It went from city to city, and from village to village, until the 

waiting people of God were fully aroused. In many churches the message was not permitted to 

be given, and a large company who had the living testimony left these fallen churches. A mighty 

work was accomplished by the midnight cry. The message was heart-searching, leading the 

believers to seek a living experience for themselves. They knew that they could not lean upon 

one another. 

GC 402:1 At the call, “The Bridegroom cometh; go ye out to meet Him,” the waiting ones “arose 

and trimmed their lamps;” they studied the word of God with an intensity of interest before 

unknown. Angels were sent from heaven to arouse those who had become discouraged and 

prepare them to receive the message. The work did not stand in the wisdom and learning of 

men, but in the power of God. It was not the most talented, but the most humble and devoted, 

who were the first to hear and obey the call. Farmers left their crops standing in the fields, 

mechanics laid down their tools, and with tears and rejoicing went out to give the warning. 

Those who had formerly led in the cause were among the last to join in this movement. The 

churches in general closed their doors against this message, and a large company of those who 

received it withdrew from their connection. In the providence of God this proclamation united 

with the second angel's message and gave power to that work. 

• A preparation for 3rd Angel’s Message & Sanctuary truth  
EW 260:1 Many look with horror at the course of the Jews in rejecting and crucifying Christ; and 

as they read the history of His shameful abuse, they think they love Him, and would not have 

denied Him as did Peter, or crucified Him as did the Jews. But God who reads the hearts of all, 



has brought to the test that love for Jesus which they professed to feel. All heaven watched with 

the deepest interest the reception of the first angel's message. But many who professed to love 

Jesus, and who shed tears as they read the story of the cross, derided the good news of His 

coming. Instead of receiving the message with gladness, they declared it to be a delusion. They 

hated those who loved His appearing and shut them out of the churches. Those who rejected 

the first message could not be benefited by the second; neither were they benefited by the 

midnight cry, which was to prepare them to enter with Jesus by faith into the most holy place of 

the heavenly sanctuary. And by rejecting the two former messages, they have so darkened their 

understanding that they can see no light in the third angel's message, which shows the way into 

the most holy place. I saw that as the Jews crucified Jesus, so the nominal churches had crucified 

these messages, and therefore they have no knowledge of the way into the most holy, and they 

cannot be benefited by the intercession of Jesus there. Like the Jews, who offered their useless 

sacrifices, they offer up their useless prayers to the apartment which Jesus has left; and Satan, 

pleased with the deception, assumes a religious character, and leads the minds of these 

professed Christians to himself, working with his power, his signs and lying wonders, to fasten 

them in his snare. Some he deceives in one way, and some in another. He has different 

delusions prepared to affect different minds. Some look with horror upon one deception, while 

they readily receive another. Satan deceives some with Spiritualism. He also comes as an angel 

of light and spreads his influence over the land by means of false reformations. The churches are 

elated, and consider that God is working marvelously for them, when it is the work of another 

spirit. The excitement will die away and leave the world and the church in a worse condition 

than before. 

GREAT DISAPPOINTMENT - OCT. 22, 1844 

• Predicted  
Rev.10:2, 8-10 2 And he had in his hand a little book open: and he set his right foot upon the 

sea, and his left foot on the earth, 8 And the voice which I heard from heaven spake unto me 

again, and said, Go and take the little book which is open in the hand of the angel which 

standeth upon the sea and upon the earth. 9 And I went unto the angel, and said unto him, Give 

me the little book. And he said unto me, Take it, and eat it up; and it shall make thy belly bitter, 

but it shall be in thy mouth sweet as honey. 10 And I took the little book out of the angel's hand, 

and ate it up; and it was in my mouth sweet as honey: and as soon as I had eaten it, my belly 

was bitter. 

(See Zech. 9:9; Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion; shout, O daughter of Jerusalem: behold, thy 

King cometh unto thee: he is just, and having salvation; lowly, and riding upon an ass, and upon 

a colt the foal of an ass. 

Matt. 21:1-9) And when they drew nigh unto Jerusalem, and were come to Bethphage, unto the 

mount of Olives, then sent Jesus two disciples, 2 Saying unto them, Go into the village over 

against you, and straightway ye shall find an ass tied, and a colt with her: loose them, and bring 

them unto me. 3 And if any man say ought unto you, ye shall say, The Lord hath need of them; 

and straightway he will send them. 4 All this was done, that it might be fulfilled which was 

spoken by the prophet, saying, 5 Tell ye the daughter of Sion, Behold, thy King cometh unto 

thee, meek, and sitting upon an ass, and a colt the foal of an ass. 6 And the disciples went, and 

did as Jesus commanded them, 7 And brought the ass, and the colt, and put on them their 



clothes, and they set him thereon. 8 And a very great multitude spread their garments in the 

way; others cut down branches from the trees, and strawed them in the way. 9 And the 

multitudes that went before, and that followed, cried, saying, Hosanna to the son of David: 

Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord; Hosanna in the highest. 

GC 403:1 - 405:2 “Carefully and solemnly those who received the message came up to the time 

when they hoped to meet their Lord. Every morning they felt that it was their first duty to 

secure the evidence of their acceptance with God. Their hearts were closely united, and they 

prayed much with and for one another. They often met together in secluded places to commune 

with God, and the voice of intercession ascended to heaven from the fields and groves. The 

assurance of the Saviour's approval was more necessary to them than their daily food; and if a 

cloud darkened their minds, they did not rest until it was swept away. As they felt the witness of 

pardoning grace, they longed to behold Him whom their souls loved. 

 

But again they were destined to disappointment. The time of expectation passed, and their 

Saviour did not appear. With unwavering confidence they had looked forward to His coming, 

and now they felt as did Mary when, coming to the Saviour's tomb and finding it empty, she 

exclaimed with weeping: “They have taken away my Lord, and I know not where they have laid 

Him.” John 20:13. 

 

A feeling of awe, a fear that the message might be true, had for a time served as a restraint 

upon the unbelieving world. After the passing of the time this did not at once disappear; at first 

they dared not triumph over the disappointed ones; but as no tokens of God's wrath were seen, 

they recovered from their fears and resumed their reproach and ridicule. A large class who had 

professed to believe in the Lord's soon coming, renounced their faith. Some who had been very 

confident were so deeply wounded in their pride that they felt like fleeing from the world. Like 

Jonah, they complained of God, and chose death rather than life. 

 

Those who had based their faith upon the opinions of others, and not upon the word of God, 

were now as ready again to change their views. The scoffers won the weak and cowardly to 

their ranks, and all these united in declaring that there could be no more fears or expectations 

now. The time had passed, the Lord had not come, and the world might remain the same for 

thousands of years. 

 

The earnest, sincere believers had given up all for Christ and had shared His presence as never 

before. They had, as they believed, given their last warning to the world; and, expecting soon to 

be received into the society of their divine Master and the heavenly angels, they had, to a great 

extent, withdrawn from the society of those who did not receive the message. With intense 

desire they had prayed: “Come, Lord Jesus, and come quickly.” But He had not come. And now 

to take up again the heavy burden of life's cares and perplexities, and to endure the taunts and 

sneers of a scoffing world, was a terrible trial of faith and patience. 

 

Yet this disappointment was not so great as was that experienced by the disciples at the time of 

Christ's first advent. When Jesus rode triumphantly into Jerusalem, His followers believed that 

He was about to ascend the throne of David and deliver Israel from her oppressors. With high 



hopes and joyful anticipations they vied with one another in showing honor to their King. Many 

spread their outer garments as a carpet in His path, or strewed before Him the leafy branches of 

the palm. In their enthusiastic joy they united in the glad acclaim: “Hosanna to the Son of 

David!” When the Pharisees, disturbed and angered by this outburst of rejoicing, wished Jesus 

to rebuke His disciples, He replied: “If these should hold their peace, the stones would 

immediately cry out.” Luke 19:40. Prophecy must be fulfilled. The disciples were accomplishing 

the purpose of God; yet they were doomed to a bitter disappointment. But a few days had 

passed ere they witnessed the Saviour's agonizing death, and laid Him in the tomb. Their 

expectations had not been realized in a single particular, and their hopes died with Jesus. Not till 

their Lord had come forth triumphant from the grave could they perceive that all had been 

foretold by prophecy, and “that Christ must needs have suffered, and risen again from the 

dead.” Acts 17:3. 

 

Five hundred years before, the Lord had declared by the prophet Zechariah: “Rejoice greatly, O 

daughter of Zion; shout, O daughter of Jerusalem: behold, thy King cometh unto thee: He is just, 

and having salvation; lowly, and riding upon an ass, and upon a colt the foal of an ass.” 

Zechariah 9:9. Had the disciples realized that Christ was going to judgment and to death, they 

could not have fulfilled this prophecy. 

 

In like manner Miller and his associates fulfilled prophecy and gave a message which Inspiration 

had foretold should be given to the world, but which they could not have given had they fully 

understood the prophecies pointing out their disappointment, and presenting another message 

to be preached to all nations before the Lord should come. The first and second angels’ 

messages were given at the right time and accomplished the work which God designed to 

accomplish by them. 

• Designed by God to prove & test His people  
EW 246:2, 3 I saw the disappointment of the trusting ones, as they did not see their Lord at the 

expected time. It had been God's purpose to conceal the future and to bring His people to a 

point of decision. Without the preaching of definite time for the coming of Christ, the work 

designed of God would not have been accomplished. Satan was leading very many to look far in 

the future for the great events connected with the judgment and the end of probation. It was 

necessary that the people be brought to seek earnestly for a present preparation. 

 

As the time passed, those who had not fully received the light of the angel united with those 

who had despised the message, and they turned upon the disappointed ones with ridicule. 

Angels marked the situation of Christ's professed followers. The passing of the definite time had 

tested and proved them, and very many were weighed in the balance and found wanting. They 

loudly claimed to be Christians, yet in almost every particular failed to follow Christ. Satan 

exulted at the state of the professed followers of Jesus. He had them in his snare. He had led the 

majority to leave the straight path, and they were attempting to climb up to heaven some other 

way. Angels saw the pure and holy mixed up with sinners in Zion and with world-loving 

hypocrites. They had watched over the true disciples of Jesus; but the corrupt were affecting the 

holy. Those whose hearts burned with an intense desire to see Jesus were forbidden by their 



professed brethren to speak of His coming. Angels viewed the scene and sympathized with the 

remnant who loved the appearing of their Lord. 

• Mistake found - Prophesy again with Sanctuary truth   
Rev. 10:11; And he said unto me, Thou must prophesy again before many peoples, and nations, 

and tongues, and kings. 

Rev. 11:1-3, 18, 19; And there was given me a reed like unto a rod: and the angel stood, saying, 

Rise, and measure the temple of God, and the altar, and them that worship therein. 2 But the 

court which is without the temple leave out, and measure it not; for it is given unto the Gentiles: 

and the holy city shall they tread under foot forty and two months. 3 And I will give power unto 

my two witnesses, and they shall prophesy a thousand two hundred and threescore days, 

clothed in sackcloth. 18 And the nations were angry, and thy wrath is come, and the time of the 

dead, that they should be judged, and that thou shouldest give reward unto thy servants the 

prophets, and to the saints, and them that fear thy name, small and great; and shouldest 

destroy them which destroy the earth. 19 And the temple of God was opened in heaven, and 

there was seen in his temple the ark of his testament: and there were lightnings, and voices, and 

thunderings, and an earthquake, and great hail. 

GC 403:1 to 405:2; “Carefully and solemnly those who received the message came up to the 

time when they hoped to meet their Lord. Every morning they felt that it was their first duty to 

secure the evidence of their acceptance with God. Their hearts were closely united, and they 

prayed much with and for one another. They often met together in secluded places to commune 

with God, and the voice of intercession ascended to heaven from the fields and groves. The 

assurance of the Saviour's approval was more necessary to them than their daily food; and if a 

cloud darkened their minds, they did not rest until it was swept away. As they felt the witness of 

pardoning grace, they longed to behold Him whom their souls loved. 

 

But again they were destined to disappointment. The time of expectation passed, and their 

Saviour did not appear. With unwavering confidence they had looked forward to His coming, 

and now they felt as did Mary when, coming to the Saviour's tomb and finding it empty, she 

exclaimed with weeping: “They have taken away my Lord, and I know not where they have laid 

Him.” John 20:13. 

 

A feeling of awe, a fear that the message might be true, had for a time served as a restraint 

upon the unbelieving world. After the passing of the time this did not at once disappear; at first 

they dared not triumph over the disappointed ones; but as no tokens of God's wrath were seen, 

they recovered from their fears and resumed their reproach and ridicule. A large class who had 

professed to believe in the Lord's soon coming, renounced their faith. Some who had been very 

confident were so deeply wounded in their pride that they felt like fleeing from the world. Like 

Jonah, they complained of God, and chose death rather than life. 

 

Those who had based their faith upon the opinions of others, and not upon the word of God, 

were now as ready again to change their views. The scoffers won the weak and cowardly to 

their ranks, and all these united in declaring that there could be no more fears or expectations 

now. The time had passed, the Lord had not come, and the world might remain the same for 

thousands of years. 



 

The earnest, sincere believers had given up all for Christ and had shared His presence as never 

before. They had, as they believed, given their last warning to the world; and, expecting soon to 

be received into the society of their divine Master and the heavenly angels, they had, to a great 

extent, withdrawn from the society of those who did not receive the message. With intense 

desire they had prayed: “Come, Lord Jesus, and come quickly.” But He had not come. And now 

to take up again the heavy burden of life's cares and perplexities, and to endure the taunts and 

sneers of a scoffing world, was a terrible trial of faith and patience. 

 

Yet this disappointment was not so great as was that experienced by the disciples at the time of 

Christ's first advent. When Jesus rode triumphantly into Jerusalem, His followers believed that 

He was about to ascend the throne of David and deliver Israel from her oppressors. With high 

hopes and joyful anticipations they vied with one another in showing honor to their King. Many 

spread their outer garments as a carpet in His path, or strewed before Him the leafy branches of 

the palm. In their enthusiastic joy they united in the glad acclaim: “Hosanna to the Son of 

David!” When the Pharisees, disturbed and angered by this outburst of rejoicing, wished Jesus 

to rebuke His disciples, He replied: “If these should hold their peace, the stones would 

immediately cry out.” Luke 19:40. Prophecy must be fulfilled. The disciples were accomplishing 

the purpose of God; yet they were doomed to a bitter disappointment. But a few days had 

passed ere they witnessed the Saviour's agonizing death, and laid Him in the tomb. Their 

expectations had not been realized in a single particular, and their hopes died with Jesus. Not till 

their Lord had come forth triumphant from the grave could they perceive that all had been 

foretold by prophecy, and “that Christ must needs have suffered, and risen again from the 

dead.” Acts 17:3. 

 

Five hundred years before, the Lord had declared by the prophet Zechariah: “Rejoice greatly, O 

daughter of Zion; shout, O daughter of Jerusalem: behold, thy King cometh unto thee: He is just, 

and having salvation; lowly, and riding upon an ass, and upon a colt the foal of an ass.” 

Zechariah 9:9. Had the disciples realized that Christ was going to judgment and to death, they 

could not have fulfilled this prophecy. 

 

In like manner Miller and his associates fulfilled prophecy and gave a message which Inspiration 

had foretold should be given to the world, but which they could not have given had they fully 

understood the prophecies pointing out their disappointment, and presenting another message 

to be preached to all nations before the Lord should come. The first and second angels’ 

messages were given at the right time and accomplished the work which God designed to 

accomplish by them. 

GC 409:1 to 413:3; “The scripture which above all others had been both the foundation and the 

central pillar of the advent faith was the declaration: “Unto two thousand and three hundred 

days; then shall the sanctuary be cleansed.” Daniel 8:14. These had been familiar words to all 

believers in the Lord's soon coming. By the lips of thousands was this prophecy repeated as the 

watchword of their faith. All felt that upon the events therein foretold depended their brightest 

expectations and most cherished hopes. These prophetic days had been shown to terminate in 

the autumn of 1844. In common with the rest of the Christian world, Adventists then held that 



the earth, or some portion of it, was the sanctuary. They understood that the cleansing of the 

sanctuary was the purification of the earth by the fires of the last great day, and that this would 

take place at the second advent. Hence the conclusion that Christ would return to the earth in 

1844. 

 

But the appointed time had passed, and the Lord had not appeared. The believers knew that 

God's word could not fail; their interpretation of the prophecy must be at fault; but where was 

the mistake? Many rashly cut the knot of difficulty by denying that the 2300 days ended in 1844. 

No reason could be given for this except that Christ had not come at the time they expected 

Him. They argued that if the prophetic days had ended in 1844, Christ would then have returned 

to  

 

cleanse the sanctuary by the purification of the earth by fire; and that since He had not come, 

the days could not have ended. 

 

To accept this conclusion was to renounce the former reckoning of the prophetic periods. The 

2300 days had been found to begin when the commandment of Artaxerxes for the restoration 

and building of Jerusalem went into effect, in the autumn of 457 B.C. Taking this as the starting 

point, there was perfect harmony in the application of all the events foretold in the explanation 

of that period in Daniel 9:25-27. Sixty-nine weeks, the first 483 of the 2300 years, were to reach 

to the Messiah, the Anointed One; and Christ's baptism and anointing by the Holy Spirit, A.D. 27, 

exactly fulfilled the specification. In the midst of the seventieth week, Messiah was to be cut off. 

Three and a half years after His baptism, Christ was crucified, in the spring of A.D. 31. The 

seventy weeks, or 490 years, were to pertain especially to the Jews. At the expiration of this 

period the nation sealed its rejection of Christ by the persecution of His disciples, and the 

apostles turned to the Gentiles, A.D. 34. The first 490 years of the 2300 having then ended, 1810 

years would remain. From A.D. 34, 1810 years extend to 1844. “Then,” said the angel, “shall the 

sanctuary be cleansed.” All the preceding specifications of the prophecy had been 

unquestionably fulfilled at the time appointed. 

 

With this reckoning, all was clear and harmonious, except that it was not seen that any event 

answering to the cleansing of the sanctuary had taken place in 1844. To deny that the days 

ended at that time was to involve the whole question in confusion, and to renounce positions 

which had been established by unmistakable fulfillments of prophecy. 

 

But God had led His people in the great advent movement; His power and glory had attended 

the work, and He would not permit it to end in darkness and disappointment, to be reproached 

as a false and fanatical excitement. He would not leave His word involved in doubt and 

uncertainty.  

 

Though many abandoned their former reckoning of the prophetic periods and denied the 

correctness of the movement based thereon, others were unwilling to renounce points of faith 

and experience that were sustained by the Scriptures and by the witness of the Spirit of God. 

They believed that they had adopted sound principles of interpretation in their study of the 



prophecies, and that it was their duty to hold fast the truths already gained, and to continue the 

same course of Biblical research. With earnest prayer they reviewed their position and studied 

the Scriptures to discover their mistake. As they could see no error in their reckoning of the 

prophetic periods, they were led to examine more closely the subject of the sanctuary. 

 

In their investigation they learned that there is no Scripture evidence sustaining the popular 

view that the earth is the sanctuary; but they found in the Bible a full explanation of the subject 

of the sanctuary, its nature, location, and services; the testimony of the sacred writers being so 

clear and ample as to place the matter beyond all question. The apostle Paul, in the Epistle to 

the Hebrews, says: “Then verily the first covenant had also ordinances of divine service, and a 

worldly sanctuary. For there was a tabernacle made; the first, wherein was the candlestick, and 

the table, and the shewbread; which is called the sanctuary. And after the second veil, the 

tabernacle which is called the holiest of all; which had the golden censer, and the ark of the 

covenant overlaid round about with gold, wherein was the golden pot that had manna, and 

Aaron's rod that budded, and the tables of the covenant; and over it the cherubims of glory 

shadowing the mercy seat.” Hebrews 9:1-5. 

 

The sanctuary to which Paul here refers was the tabernacle built by Moses at the command of 

God as the earthly dwelling place of the Most High. “Let them make Me a sanctuary; that I may 

dwell among them” (Exodus 25:8), was the direction given to Moses while in the mount with 

God. The Israelites were journeying through the wilderness,  

 

and the tabernacle was so constructed that it could be removed from place to place; yet it was a 

structure of great magnificence. Its walls consisted of upright boards heavily plated with gold 

and set in sockets of silver, while the roof was formed of a series of curtains, or coverings, the 

outer of skins, the innermost of fine linen beautifully wrought with figures of cherubim. Besides 

the outer court, which contained the altar of burnt offering, the tabernacle itself consisted of 

two apartments called the holy and the most holy place, separated by a rich and beautiful 

curtain, or veil; a similar veil closed the entrance to the first apartment. 

 

In the holy place was the candlestick, on the south, with its seven lamps giving light to the 

sanctuary both by day and by night; on the north stood the table of shewbread; and before the 

veil separating the holy from the most holy was the golden altar of incense, from which the 

cloud of fragrance, with the prayers of Israel, was daily ascending before God. 

 

In the most holy place stood the ark, a chest of precious wood overlaid with gold, the depository 

of the two tables of stone upon which God had inscribed the law of Ten Commandments. Above 

the ark, and forming the cover to the sacred chest, was the mercy seat, a magnificent piece of 

workmanship, surmounted by two cherubim, one at each end, and all wrought of solid gold. In 

this apartment the divine presence was manifested in the cloud of glory between the cherubim. 

 

After the settlement of the Hebrews in Canaan, the tabernacle was replaced by the temple of 

Solomon, which, though a permanent structure and upon a larger scale, observed the same 



proportions, and was similarly furnished. In this form the sanctuary existed—except while it lay 

in ruins in Daniel's time—until its destruction by the Romans, in A.D. 70. 

 

This is the only sanctuary that ever existed on the earth, of which the Bible gives any 

information. This was declared  

 

by Paul to be the sanctuary of the first covenant. But has the new covenant no sanctuary? 

 

Turning again to the book of Hebrews, the seekers for truth found that the existence of a 

second, or new-covenant sanctuary, was implied in the words of Paul already quoted: “Then 

verily the first covenant had also ordinances of divine service, and a worldly sanctuary.” And the 

use of the word “also” intimates that Paul has before made mention of this sanctuary. Turning 

back to the beginning of the previous chapter, they read: “Now of the things which we have 

spoken this is the sum: We have such an High Priest, who is set on the right hand of the throne 

of the Majesty in the heavens; a Minister of the sanctuary, and of the true tabernacle, which the 

Lord pitched, and not man.” Hebrews 8:1, 2. 

 

Here is revealed the sanctuary of the new covenant. The sanctuary of the first covenant was 

pitched by man, built by Moses; this is pitched by the Lord, not by man. In that sanctuary the 

earthly priests performed their service; in this, Christ, our great High Priest, ministers at God's 

right hand. One sanctuary was on earth, the other is in heaven. 

 

Further, the tabernacle built by Moses was made after a pattern. The Lord directed him: 

“According to all that I show thee, after the pattern of the tabernacle, and the pattern of all the 

instruments thereof, even so shall ye make it.” And again the charge was given, “Look that thou 

make them after their pattern, which was showed thee in the mount.” Exodus 25:9, 40. And 

Paul says that the first tabernacle “was a figure for the time then present, in which were offered 

both gifts and sacrifices;” that its holy places were “patterns of things in the heavens;” that the 

priests who offered gifts according to the law served “unto the example and shadow of heavenly 

things,” and that “Christ is not entered into the holy places made with hands, which are the 

figures of the true; but into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God for us.” 

Hebrews 9:9, 23; 8:5; 9:24.” 

GC 423:1 The subject of the sanctuary was the key which unlocked the mystery of the 

disappointment of 1844. It opened to view a complete system of truth, connected and 

harmonious, showing that God's hand had directed the great advent movement and revealing 

present duty as it brought to light the position and work of His people. As the disciples of Jesus 

after the terrible night of their anguish and disappointment were “glad when they saw the 

Lord,” so did those now rejoice who had looked in faith for His second coming. They had 

expected Him to appear in glory to give reward to His servants. As their hopes were 

disappointed, they had lost sight of Jesus, and with Mary at the sepulcher they cried: “They have 

taken away my Lord, and I know not where they have laid Him.” Now in the holy of holies they 

again beheld Him, their compassionate High Priest, soon to appear as their king and deliverer. 

Light from the sanctuary illumined the past, the present, and the future. They knew that God 

had led them by His unerring providence. Though, like the first disciples, they themselves had 



failed to understand the message which they bore, yet it had been in every respect correct. In 

proclaiming it they had fulfilled the purpose of God, and their labor had not been in vain in the 

Lord. Begotten “again unto a lively hope,” they rejoiced “with joy unspeakable and full of glory.” 

THIRD ANGEL’S MESSAGE  

REV, 14:9-12: 9 And the third angel followed them, saying with a loud voice, If any man worship the 

beast and his image, and receive his mark in his forehead, or in his hand, 10 The same shall drink of the 

wine of the wrath of God, which is poured out without mixture into the cup of his indignation; and he 

shall be tormented with fire and brimstone in the presence of the holy angels, and in the presence of 

the Lamb: 11 And the smoke of their torment ascendeth up for ever and ever: and they have no rest day 

nor night, who worship the beast and his image, and whosoever receiveth the mark of his name. 12 

Here is the patience of the saints: here are they that keep the commandments of God, and the faith of 

Jesu 

• Began in 1844 as Jesus entered Most Holy place  
EW 254:1 As the ministration of Jesus closed in the holy place, and He passed into the holiest, 

and stood before the ark containing the law of God, He sent another mighty angel with a third 

message to the world. A parchment was placed in the angel's hand, and as he descended to the 

earth in power and majesty, he proclaimed a fearful warning, with the most terrible threatening 

ever borne to man. This message was designed to put the children of God upon their guard, by 

showing them the hour of temptation and anguish that was before them. Said the angel, “They 

will be brought into close combat with the beast and his image. Their only hope of eternal life is 

to remain steadfast. Although their lives are at stake, they must hold fast the truth.” The third 

angel closes his message thus: “Here is the patience of the saints: here are they that keep the 

commandments of God, and the faith of Jesus.” As he repeated these words, he pointed to the 

heavenly sanctuary. The minds of all who embrace this message are directed to the most holy 

place, where Jesus stands before the ark, making His final intercession for all those for whom 

mercy still lingers and for those who have ignorantly broken the law of God. This atonement is 

made for the righteous dead as well as for the righteous living. It includes all who died trusting 

in Christ, but who, not having received the light upon God's commandments, had sinned 

ignorantly in transgressing its precepts. 

• Embraces 1st and 2nd Angel’s Messages  
8T 197:2 “The third angel's message, embracing the messages of the first and second angels, is 

the message for this time. We are to raise aloft the banner on which is inscribed: “The 

commandments of God, and the faith of Jesus.” The world is soon to meet the great Lawgiver 

over His broken law. This is not the time to put out of sight the great issues before us. God calls 

upon His people to magnify the law and make it honorable.” 

• To select wheat from tares and seal them  
EW 118:1 I then saw the third angel. Said my accompanying angel, “Fearful is his work. Awful is 

his mission. He is the angel that is to select the wheat from the tares, and seal, or bind, the 

wheat for the heavenly garner. These things should engross the whole mind, the whole 

attention.” 

• Ends at close of probation  



GC 613:2 “When the third angel's message closes, mercy no longer pleads for the guilty 

inhabitants of the earth. The people of God have accomplished their work. They have received 

“the latter rain,” “the refreshing from the presence of the Lord,” and they are prepared for the 

trying hour before them. Angels are hastening to and fro in heaven. An angel returning from the 

earth announces that his work is done; the final test has been brought upon the world, and all 

who have proved themselves loyal to the divine precepts have received “the seal of the living 

God.” Then Jesus ceases His intercession in the sanctuary above. He lifts His hands and with a 

loud voice says, “It is done;” and all the angelic host lay off their crowns as He makes the solemn 

announcement: “He that is unjust, let him be unjust still: and he which is filthy, let him be filthy 

still: and he that is righteous, let him be righteous still: and he that is holy, let him be holy still.” 

Revelation 22:11. Every case has been decided for life or death. Christ has made the atonement 

for His people and blotted out their sins. The number of His subjects is made up; “the kingdom 

and dominion, and the greatness of the kingdom under the whole heaven,” is about to be given 

to the heirs of salvation, and Jesus is to reign as King of kings and Lord of lords.” 

• INVESTIGATIVE JUDGMENT  
ECCL. 12:14; 14 For God shall bring every work into judgment, with every secret thing, whether 

it be good, or whether it be evil. 

MATT.12:36, 37; 36 But I say unto you, That every idle word that men shall speak, they shall give 

account thereof in the day of judgment. 37 For by thy words thou shalt be justified, and by thy 

words thou shalt be condemned. 

Mal. 3:1 Behold, I will send my messenger, and he shall prepare the way before me: and the 

Lord, whom ye seek, shall suddenly come to his temple, even the messenger of the covenant, 

whom ye delight in: behold, he shall come, saith the Lord of hosts. 

• Cleansing of Sanctuary began in 1844  
Dan. 7:13; I saw in the night visions, and, behold, one like the Son of man came with the clouds 

of heaven, and came to the Ancient of days, and they brought him near before him. 

GC 400:0 “Under the Mosaic system the cleansing of the sanctuary, or the great Day of 

Atonement, occurred on the tenth day of the seventh Jewish month (Leviticus 16:29-34), when 

the high priest, having made an atonement for all Israel, and thus removed their sins from the 

sanctuary, came forth and blessed the people. So it was believed that Christ, our great High 

Priest, would appear to purify the earth by the destruction of sin and sinners, and to bless His 

waiting people with immortality. The tenth day of the seventh month, the great Day of 

Atonement, the time of the cleansing of the sanctuary, which in the year 1844 fell upon the 

twenty-second of October, was regarded as the time of the Lord's coming. This was in harmony 

with the proofs already presented that the 2300 days would terminate in the autumn, and the 

conclusion seemed irresistible.” 

• Christ entered Most Holy Place to begin Judgment  
Heb. 8 and 9; Heb. 8:1-13 Now of the things which we have spoken this is the sum: We have 

such an high priest, who is set on the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in the heavens; 2 A 

minister of the sanctuary, and of the true tabernacle, which the Lord pitched, and not man. 3 

For every high priest is ordained to offer gifts and sacrifices: wherefore it is of necessity that this 

man have somewhat also to offer. 4 For if he were on earth, he should not be a priest, seeing 

that there are priests that offer gifts according to the law: 5 Who serve unto the example and 

shadow of heavenly things, as Moses was admonished of God when he was about to make the 



tabernacle: for, See, saith he, that thou make all things according to the pattern shewed to thee 

in the mount. 6 But now hath he obtained a more excellent ministry, by how much also he is the 

mediator of a better covenant, which was established upon better promises. 7 For if that first 

covenant had been faultless, then should no place have been sought for the second. 8 For 

finding fault with them, he saith, Behold, the days come, saith the Lord, when I will make a new 

covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah: 9 Not according to the covenant 

that I made with their fathers in the day when I took them by the hand to lead them out of the 

land of Egypt; because they continued not in my covenant, and I regarded them not, saith the 

Lord. 10 For this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, saith 

the Lord; I will put my laws into their mind, and write them in their hearts: and I will be to them 

a God, and they shall be to me a people: 11 And they shall not teach every man his neighbour, 

and every man his brother, saying, Know the Lord: for all shall know me, from the least to the 

greatest. 12 For I will be merciful to their unrighteousness, and their sins and their iniquities will 

I remember no more. 13 In that he saith, A new covenant, he hath made the first old. Now that 

which decayeth and waxeth old is ready to vanish away. 

 

 

Heb. 9:1-28  Then verily the first covenant had also ordinances of divine service, and a worldly 

sanctuary.2 For there was a tabernacle made; the first, wherein was the candlestick, and the 

table, and the shewbread; which is called the sanctuary.3 And after the second veil, the 

tabernacle which is called the Holiest of all;4 Which had the golden censer, and the ark of the 

covenant overlaid round about with gold, wherein was the golden pot that had manna, and 

Aaron's rod that budded, and the tables of the covenant; 5 And over it the cherubims of glory 

shadowing the mercyseat; of which we cannot now speak particularly. 6 Now when these things 

were thus ordained, the priests went always into the first tabernacle, accomplishing the service 

of God. 7 But into the second went the high priest alone once every year, not without blood, 

which he offered for himself, and for the errors of the people: 8 The Holy Ghost this signifying, 

that the way into the holiest of all was not yet made manifest, while as the first tabernacle was 

yet standing: 9 Which was a figure for the time then present, in which were offered both gifts 

and sacrifices, that could not make him that did the service perfect, as pertaining to the 

conscience; 10 Which stood only in meats and drinks, and divers washings, and carnal 

ordinances, imposed on them until the time of reformation. 11 But Christ being come an high 

priest of good things to come, by a greater and more perfect tabernacle, not made with hands, 

that is to say, not of this building; 12 Neither by the blood of goats and calves, but by his own 

blood he entered in once into the holy place, having obtained eternal redemption for us. 13 For 

if the blood of bulls and of goats, and the ashes of an heifer sprinkling the unclean, sanctifieth to 

the purifying of the flesh: 14 How much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal 

Spirit offered himself without spot to God, purge your conscience from dead works to serve the 

living God? 15 And for this cause he is the mediator of the new testament, that by means of 

death, for the redemption of the transgressions that were under the first testament, they which 

are called might receive the promise of eternal inheritance. 16 For where a testament is, there 

must also of necessity be the death of the testator. 17 For a testament is of force after men are 

dead: otherwise it is of no strength at all while the testator liveth. 18 Whereupon neither the 

first testament was dedicated without blood. 19 For when Moses had spoken every precept to 



all the people according to the law, he took the blood of calves and of goats, with water, and 

scarlet wool, and hyssop, and sprinkled both the book, and all the people, 20 Saying, This is the 

blood of the testament which God hath enjoined unto you. 21 Moreover he sprinkled with blood 

both the tabernacle, and all the vessels of the ministry. 22 And almost all things are by the law 

purged with blood; and without shedding of blood is no remission. 23 It was therefore necessary 

that the patterns of things in the heavens should be purified with these; but the heavenly things 

themselves with better sacrifices than these. 24 For Christ is not entered into the holy places 

made with hands, which are the figures of the true; but into heaven itself, now to appear in the 

presence of God for us: 25 Nor yet that he should offer himself often, as the high priest entereth 

into the holy place every year with blood of others; 26 For then must he often have suffered 

since the foundation of the world: but now once in the end of the world hath he appeared to 

put away sin by the sacrifice of himself. 27 And as it is appointed unto men once to die, but after 

this the judgment: 28 So Christ was once offered to bear the sins of many; and unto them that 

look for him shall he appear the second time without sin unto salvation. 

Rev. 11:1-3, 18, 19; And there was given me a reed like unto a rod: and the angel stood, saying, 

Rise, and measure the temple of God, and the altar, and them that worship therein. 2 But the 

court which is without the temple leave out, and measure it not; for it is given unto the Gentiles: 

and the holy city shall they tread under foot forty and two months. 3 And I will give power unto 

my two witnesses, and they shall prophesy a thousand two hundred and threescore days, 

clothed in sackcloth. 18 And the nations were angry, and thy wrath is come, and the time of the 

dead, that they should be judged, and that thou shouldest give reward unto thy servants the 

prophets, and to the saints, and them that fear thy name, small and great; and shouldest 

destroy them which destroy the earth. 19 And the temple of God was opened in heaven, and 

there was seen in his temple the ark of his testament: and there were lightnings, and voices, and 

thunderings, and an earthquake, and great hail. 

GC 403:1 to 405:2; “Carefully and solemnly those who received the message came up to the 

time when they hoped to meet their Lord. Every morning they felt that it was their first duty to 

secure the evidence of their acceptance with God. Their hearts were closely united, and they 

prayed much with and for one another. They often met together in secluded places to commune 

with God, and the voice of intercession ascended to heaven from the fields and groves. The 

assurance of the Saviour's approval was more necessary to them than their daily food; and if a 

cloud darkened their minds, they did not rest until it was swept away. As they felt the witness of 

pardoning grace, they longed to behold Him whom their souls loved. 

Rev. 3:7, 8; 7 And to the angel of the church in Philadelphia write; These things saith he that is 

holy, he that is true, he that hath the key of David, he that openeth, and no man shutteth; and 

shutteth, and no man openeth; 8 I know thy works: behold, I have set before thee an open door, 

and no man can shut it: for thou hast a little strength, and hast kept my word, and hast not 

denied my name. 

GC 424:1-3 Both the prophecy of Daniel 8:14, “Unto two thousand and three hundred days; 

then shall the sanctuary be cleansed,” and the first angel's message, “Fear God, and give glory to 

Him; for the hour of His judgment is come,” pointed to Christ's ministration in the most holy 

place, to the investigative judgment, and not to the coming of Christ for the redemption of His 

people and the destruction of the wicked. The mistake had not been in the reckoning of the 

prophetic periods, but in the event to take place at the end of the 2300 days. Through this error 



the believers had suffered disappointment, yet all that was foretold by the prophecy, and all 

that they had any Scripture warrant to expect, had been accomplished. At the very time when 

they were lamenting the failure of their hopes, the event had taken place which was foretold by 

the message, and which must be fulfilled before the Lord could appear to give reward to His 

servants. 

 

Christ had come, not to the earth, as they expected, but, as foreshadowed in the type, to the 

most holy place of the temple of God in heaven. He is represented by the prophet Daniel as 

coming at this time to the Ancient of Days: “I saw in the night visions, and, behold, one like the 

Son of man came with the clouds of heaven, and came”—not to the earth, but—“to the Ancient 

of Days, and they brought Him near before Him.” Daniel 7:13. 

 

This coming is foretold also by the prophet Malachi: “The Lord, whom ye seek, shall suddenly 

come to His temple, even the Messenger of the covenant, whom ye delight in: behold, He shall 

come, saith the Lord of hosts.” Malachi 3:1. The coming of the Lord to His temple was sudden, 

unexpected, to His people. They were not looking for Him there. They expected Him to come to 

earth, “in flaming fire taking vengeance on them that know not God, and that obey not the 

gospel.” 2 Thessalonians 1:8. 

• Cleansing = Investigative Judgment  
Rev.14:6, 7; 6 And I saw another angel fly in the midst of heaven, having the everlasting gospel 

to preach unto them that dwell on the earth, and to every nation, and kindred, and tongue, and 

people, 7 Saying with a loud voice, Fear God, and give glory to him; for the hour of his judgment 

is come: and worship him that made heaven, and earth, and the sea, and the fountains of 

waters. 

Heb. 9:23-27; 23 It was therefore necessary that the patterns of things in the heavens should be 

purified with these; but the heavenly things themselves with better sacrifices than these. 24 For 

Christ is not entered into the holy places made with hands, which are the figures of the true; but 

into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God for us: 25 Nor yet that he should offer 

himself often, as the high priest entereth into the holy place every year with blood of others; 26 

For then must he often have suffered since the foundation of the world: but now once in the 

end of the world hath he appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice of himself. 27 And as it is 

appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment: 28 So Christ was once offered to 

bear the sins of many; and unto them that look for him shall he appear the second time without 

sin unto salvation. 

GC 422:0 “The cleansing of the sanctuary therefore involves a work of investigation—a work of 

judgment. This work must be performed prior to the coming of Christ to redeem His people; for 

when He comes, His reward is with Him to give to every man according to his works. Revelation 

22:12.” 

• Only professed people of God considered  
1 Pet. 4:17; 17 For the time is come that judgment must begin at the house of God: and if it first 

begin at us, what shall the end be of them that obey not the gospel of God? 

GC 480:1 In the typical service only those who had come before God with confession and 

repentance, and whose sins, through the blood of the sin offering, were transferred to the 

sanctuary, had a part in the service of the Day of Atonement. So in the great day of final 



atonement and investigative judgment the only cases considered are those of the professed 

people of God. The judgment of the wicked is a distinct and separate work, and takes place at a 

later period. “Judgment must begin at the house of God: and if it first begin at us, what shall the 

end be of them that obey not the gospel?” 1 Peter 4:17. 

• Ends at close of probation  
Rev. 22:11; 11 He that is unjust, let him be unjust still: and he which is filthy, let him be filthy 

still: and he that is righteous, let him be righteous still: and he that is holy, let him be holy still. 

GC 428:2 When the work of investigation shall be ended, when the cases of those who in all 

ages have professed to be followers of Christ have been examined and decided, then, and not 

till then, probation will close, and the door of mercy will be shut. Thus in the one short sentence, 

“They that were ready went in with Him to the marriage: and the door was shut,” we are carried 

down through the Saviour's final ministration, to the time when the great work for man's 

salvation shall be completed. 

SHAKING TIME  

HEB. 12:27;  27 And this word, Yet once more, signifieth the removing of those things that are shaken, 

as of things that are made, that those things which cannot be shaken may remain. 

EW 269-273 “I saw some, with strong faith and agonizing cries, pleading with God. Their countenances 

were pale and marked with deep anxiety, expressive of their internal struggle. Firmness and great 

earnestness was expressed in their countenances; large drops of perspiration fell from their foreheads. 

Now and then their faces would light up with the marks of God's approbation, and again the same 

solemn, earnest, anxious look would settle upon them.  

Evil angels crowded around, pressing darkness upon them to shut out Jesus from their view, that their 

eyes might be drawn to the darkness that surrounded them, and thus they be led to distrust God and 

murmur against Him. Their only safety was in keeping their eyes directed upward. Angels of God had 

charge over His people, and as the poisonous atmosphere of evil angels was pressed around these 

anxious ones, the heavenly angels were continually wafting their wings over them to scatter the thick 

darkness. 

As the praying ones continued their earnest cries, at times a ray of light from Jesus came to them, to 

encourage their hearts and light up their countenances. Some, I saw, did not participate in this work of 

agonizing and pleading. They seemed indifferent and careless. They were not resisting the darkness 

around them, and it shut them in like a thick cloud. The angels of God left these and went to the aid of 

the earnest, praying ones. I saw angels of God hasten to the assistance of all who were struggling with 

all their power to resist the evil angels and trying to help themselves by calling upon God with 

perseverance. But His angels left those who made no effort to help themselves, and I lost sight of them. 

I asked the meaning of the shaking I had seen and was shown that it would be caused by the straight 

testimony called forth by the counsel of the True Witness to the Laodiceans. This will have its effect 

upon the heart of the receiver, and will lead him to exalt the standard and pour forth the straight truth. 

Some will not bear this straight testimony. They will rise up against it, and this is what will cause a 

shaking among God's people.  



I saw that the testimony of the True Witness has not been half heeded. The solemn testimony upon 

which the destiny of the church hangs has been lightly esteemed, if not entirely disregarded. This 

testimony must work deep repentance; all who truly receive it will obey it and be purified. 

Said the angel, “List ye!” Soon I heard a voice like many musical instruments all sounding in perfect 

strains, sweet and harmonious. It surpassed any music I had ever heard, seeming to be full of mercy, 

compassion, and elevating, holy joy. It thrilled through  

my whole being. Said the angel, “Look ye!” My attention was then turned to the company I had seen, 

who were mightily shaken. I was shown those whom I had before seen weeping and praying in agony of 

spirit. The company of guardian angels around them had been doubled, and they were clothed with an 

armor from their head to their feet. They moved in exact order, like a company of soldiers. Their 

countenances expressed the severe conflict which they had endured, the agonizing struggle they had 

passed through. Yet their features, marked with severe internal anguish, now shone with the light and 

glory of heaven. They had obtained the victory, and it called forth from them the deepest gratitude and 

holy, sacred joy. 

The numbers of this company had lessened. Some had been shaken out and left by the way. The 

careless and indifferent, who did not join with those who prized victory and salvation enough to 

perseveringly plead and agonize for it, did not obtain it, and they were left behind in darkness, and their 

places were immediately filled by others taking hold of the truth and coming into the ranks. Evil angels 

still pressed around them, but could have no power over them. 

I heard those clothed with the armor speak forth the truth with great power. It had effect. Many had 

been bound; some wives by their husbands, and some children by their parents. The honest who had 

been prevented from hearing the truth now eagerly laid hold upon it. All fear of their relatives was gone, 

and the truth alone was exalted to them. They had been hungering and thirsting for truth; it was dearer 

and more precious than life. I asked what had made this great change. An angel answered, “It is the 

latter rain, the refreshing from the presence of the Lord, the loud cry of the third angel.” 

Great power was with these chosen ones. Said the angel, “Look ye!” My attention was turned to the 

wicked, or unbelievers. They were all astir. The zeal and power with the people of God had aroused and 

enraged them. Confusion, confusion, was on every side. I saw measures taken against the company who 

had the light and power of God. Darkness thickened around them; yet they stood firm, approved of God, 

and trusting in Him. I saw them perplexed; next I heard them crying unto God earnestly. Day and night 

their cry ceased not: “Thy will, O God, be done! If it can glorify Thy name, make a way of escape for Thy 

people! Deliver us from the heathen around about us. They have appointed us unto death; but Thine 

arm can bring salvation.” These are all the words which I can bring to mind. All seemed to have a deep 

sense of their unworthiness and manifested entire submission to the will of God; yet, like Jacob, every 

one, without an exception, was earnestly pleading and wrestling for deliverance. 

Soon after they had commenced their earnest cry, the angels, in sympathy, desired to go to their 

deliverance. But a tall, commanding angel suffered them not. He said, “The will of God is not yet 

fulfilled. They must drink of the cup. They must be baptized with the baptism.” 

Soon I heard the voice of God, which shook the heavens and the earth. There was a mighty earthquake. 

Buildings were shaken down on every side. I then heard a triumphant shout of victory, loud, musical, 



and clear. I looked upon the company, who, a short time before, were in such distress and bondage. 

Their captivity was turned. A glorious light shone upon them. How beautiful they then looked! All marks 

of care and weariness were gone, and health and beauty were seen in every countenance. Their 

enemies, the heathen around them, fell like dead men; they could not endure the light that shone upon 

the delivered, holy ones. This light and glory remained upon them, until Jesus was seen in the clouds of 

heaven, and the faithful, tried company were changed in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, from 

glory to glory. And the graves were opened, and the saints came forth, clothed with immortality, crying, 

“Victory over death and the grave”; and together with the living saints they were caught up to meet 

their Lord in the air, while rich, musical shouts of glory and victory were upon every immortal tongue.” 

• Has already started - Continues till close of probation  
1T 429:1 – “I saw that we are now in the shaking time. Satan is working with all his power to 

wrest souls from the hand of Christ and cause them to trample underfoot the Son of God. An 

angel slowly and emphatically repeated these words: “Of how much sorer punishment, suppose 

ye, shall he be thought worthy, who hath trodden underfoot the Son of God, and hath counted 

the blood of the covenant, wherewith he was sanctified, an unholy thing, and hath done despite 

unto the Spirit of grace?” Character is being developed. Angels of God are weighing moral 

worth. God is testing and proving His people. These words were presented to me by the angel: 

“Take heed, brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil heart of unbelief, in departing from the 

living God. But exhort one another daily, while it is called today; lest any of you be hardened 

through the deceitfulness of sin. For we are made partakers of Christ, if we hold the beginning 

of our confidence steadfast unto the end.” God is displeased that any of His people who have 

known the power of His grace should talk their doubts, and by thus doing make themselves a 

channel for Satan to transmit his suggestions to other minds. A seed of unbelief and evil sown is 

not readily rooted up. Satan nourishes it every hour, and it flourishes and becomes strong. A 

good seed sown needs to be nourished, watered, and tenderly cared for; because every 

poisonous influence is thrown about it to hinder its growth and cause it to die.” 

• Purpose to purify church  
Eph 5:25-27;  25 Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and gave 

himself for it; 26 That he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the word, 27 

That he might present it to himself a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such 

thing; but that it should be holy and without blemish. 

Mal. 3:1-3; Behold, I will send my messenger, and he shall prepare the way before me: and the 

Lord, whom ye seek, shall suddenly come to his temple, even the messenger of the covenant, 

whom ye delight in: behold, he shall come, saith the Lord of hosts. 2 But who may abide the day 

of his coming? and who shall stand when he appeareth? for he is like a refiner's fire, and like 

fullers' soap: 3 And he shall sit as a refiner and purifier of silver: and he shall purify the sons of 

Levi, and purge them as gold and silver, that they may offer unto the Lord an offering in 

righteousness. 

IT 99:3 “God is sifting His people. He will have a clean and holy church. We cannot read the 

heart of man. But the Lord has provided means to keep the church pure. A corrupt people has 

arisen who could not live with the people of God. They despised reproof, and would not be 

corrected. They had an opportunity to know that theirs was an unrighteous warfare. They had 

time to repent of their wrongs; but self was too dear to die. They nourished it, and it grew 



strong, and they separated from the trusting people of God, whom He is purifying unto Himself. 

We all have reason to thank God that a way has been opened to save the church; for the wrath 

of God must have come upon us if these corrupt pretenders had remained with us.” 

• Causes: Heresies  
1 Tim. 4:1; Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall depart from the 

faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils; 

5T 707. The fact that there is no controversy or agitation among God's people should not be 

regarded as conclusive evidence that they are holding fast to sound doctrine. There is reason to 

fear that they may not be clearly discriminating between truth and error. When no new 

questions are started by investigation of the Scriptures, when no difference of opinion arises 

which will set men to searching the Bible for themselves to make sure that they have the truth, 

there will be many now, as in ancient times, who will hold to tradition and worship they know 

not what. 

 

I have been shown that many who profess to have a knowledge of present truth know not what 

they believe. They do not understand the evidences of their faith. They have no just 

appreciation of the work for the present time. When the time of trial shall come, there are men 

now preaching to others who will find, upon examining the positions they hold, that there are 

many things for which they can give no satisfactory reason. Until thus tested they knew not their 

great ignorance. And there are many in the church who take it for granted that they understand 

what they believe; but, until controversy arises, they do not know their own weakness. When 

separated from those of like faith and compelled to stand singly and alone to explain their 

belief, they will be surprised to see how confused are their ideas of what they had accepted as 

truth. Certain it is that there has been among us a departure from the living God and a turning 

to men, putting human in place of divine wisdom. 

 

God will arouse His people; if other means fail, heresies will come in among them, which will sift 

them, separating the chaff from the wheat. The Lord calls upon all who believe His word to 

awake out of sleep. Precious light has come, appropriate for this time. It is Bible truth, showing 

the perils that are right upon us. This light should lead us to a diligent study of the Scriptures and 

a most critical examination of the positions which we hold. God would have all the bearings and 

positions of truth thoroughly and perseveringly searched, with prayer and fasting. Believers are 

not to rest in suppositions and ill-defined ideas of what constitutes truth. Their faith must be 

firmly founded upon the word of God so that when the testing time shall come and they are 

brought before councils to answer for their faith they may be able to give a reason for the hope 

that is in them, with meekness and fear. 

• Straight Testimony  
1T 181 “I asked the meaning of the shaking I had seen, and was shown that it would be caused 

by the straight testimony called forth by the counsel of the True Witness to the Laodiceans. This 

will have its effect upon the heart of the receiver, and will lead him to exalt the standard and 

pour forth the straight truth. Some will not bear this straight testimony. They will rise up against 

it, and this will cause a shaking among God's people. 



The testimony of the True Witness has not been half heeded. The solemn testimony upon which 

the destiny of the church hangs has been lightly esteemed, if not entirely disregarded. This 

testimony must work deep repentance, and all that truly receive it will obey it and be purified.” 

• Those shaken  
GC 608:2;  As the storm approaches, a large class who have professed faith in the third angel's 

message, but have not been sanctified through obedience to the truth, abandon their position 

and join the ranks of the opposition. By uniting with the world and partaking of its spirit, they 

have come to view matters in nearly the same light; and when the test is brought, they are 

prepared to choose the easy, popular side. Men of talent and pleasing address, who once 

rejoiced in the truth, employ their powers to deceive and mislead souls. They become the most 

bitter enemies of their former brethren. When Sabbathkeepers are brought before the courts to 

answer for their faith, these apostates are the most efficient agents of Satan to misrepresent 

and accuse them, and by false reports and insinuations to stir up the rulers against them. 

EW 50:3; “The mighty shaking has commenced and will go on, and all will be shaken out who are 

not willing to take a bold and unyielding stand for the truth and to sacrifice for God and His 

cause. The angel said, “Think ye that any will be compelled to sacrifice? No, no. It must be a 

freewill offering. It will take all to buy the field.” I cried to God to spare His people, some of 

whom were fainting and dying. Then I saw that the judgments of the Almighty were speedily 

coming, and I begged of the angel to speak in his language to the people. Said he, “All the 

thunders and lightnings of Mount Sinai would not move those who will not be moved by the 

plain truths of the Word of God, neither would an angel's message awake them.” 

5T 80:0 - 81:1 But the spirit of antichrist is prevailing to such an extent as never before. Well 

may we exclaim: “Help, Lord; for the godly man ceaseth; for the faithful fail from among the 

children of men.” I know that many think far too favorably of the present time. These ease-

loving souls will be engulfed in the general ruin. Yet we do not despair. We have been inclined to 

think that where there are no faithful ministers there can be no true Christians, but this is not 

the case. God has promised that where the shepherds are not true He will take charge of the 

flock Himself. God has never made the flock wholly dependent upon human instrumentalities. 

But the days of purification of the church are hastening on apace. God will have a people pure 

and true. In the mighty sifting soon to take place we shall be better able to measure the 

strength of Israel. The signs reveal that the time is near when the Lord will manifest that His fan 

is in His hand, and He will thoroughly purge His floor. 

 

The days are fast approaching when there will be great perplexity and confusion. Satan, clothed 

in angel robes, will deceive, if possible, the very elect. There will be gods many and lords many. 

Every wind of doctrine will be blowing. Those who have rendered supreme homage to “science 

falsely so called” will not be the leaders then. Those who have trusted to intellect, genius, or 

talent will not then stand at the head of rank and file. They did not keep pace with the light. 

Those who have proved themselves unfaithful will not then be entrusted with the flock. In the 

last solemn work few great men will be engaged. They are self-sufficient, independent of God, 

and He cannot use them. The Lord has faithful servants, who in the shaking, testing time will be 

disclosed to view. There are precious ones now hidden who have not bowed the knee to Baal. 

They have not had the light which has been shining in a concentrated blaze upon you. But it may 

be under a rough and uninviting exterior the pure brightness of a genuine Christian character 



will be revealed. In the day time we look toward heaven but do not see the stars. They are 

there, fixed in the firmament, but the eye cannot distinguish them. In the night we behold their 

genuine luster. 

 

The time is not far distant when the test will come to every soul. The mark of the beast will be 

urged upon us. Those who have step by step yielded to worldly demands and conformed to 

worldly customs will not find it a hard matter to yield to the powers that be, rather than subject 

themselves to derision, insult, threatened imprisonment, and death. The contest is between the 

commandments of God and the commandments of men. In this time the gold will be separated 

from the dross in the church. True godliness will be clearly distinguished from the appearance 

and tinsel of it. Many a star that we have admired for its brilliancy will then go out in darkness. 

Chaff like a cloud will be borne away on the wind, even from places where we see only floors of 

rich wheat. All who assume the ornaments of the sanctuary, but are not clothed with Christ's 

righteousness, will appear in the shame of their own nakedness. 

• Great proportion shaken  
Matt. 22:14; 14 For many are called, but few are chosen. 

5T 136:1;  “And because iniquity shall abound, the love of many shall wax cold.” The very 

atmosphere is polluted with sin. Soon God's people will be tested by fiery trials, and the great 

proportion of those who now appear to be genuine and true will prove to be base metal. 

Instead of being strengthened and confirmed by opposition, threats, and abuse, they will 

cowardly take the side of the opposers. The promise is: “Them that honor Me I will honor.” Shall 

we be less firmly attached to God's law because the world at large have attempted to make it 

void? 

2T 445:2 - 446:0;  I have tried in the fear of God to set before His people their danger and their 

sins, and have endeavored, to the best of my feeble powers, to arouse them. I have stated 

startling things, which, if they had believed, would have caused them distress and terror, and led 

them to zeal in repenting of their sins and iniquities. I have stated before them that, from what 

was shown me, but a small number of those now professing to believe the truth would 

eventually be saved—not because they could not be saved, but because they would not be 

saved in God's own appointed way. The way marked out by our divine Lord is too narrow and 

the gate too strait to admit them of God, yet they profess so to do. If they would be faithful to 

obey all the statutes of God they would have a power which would carry conviction to the 

hearts of the unbelieving. 

GC 608  “Conscientious obedience to the word of God will be treated as rebellion. Blinded by 

Satan, the parent will exercise harshness and severity toward the believing child; the master or 

mistress will oppress the commandment-keeping servant. Affection will be alienated; children 

will be disinherited and driven from home. The words of Paul will be literally fulfilled: “All that 

will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution.” 2 Timothy 3:12. As the defenders of truth 

refuse to honor the Sunday-sabbath, some of them will be thrust into prison, some will be 

exiled, some will be treated as slaves. To human wisdom all this now seems impossible; but as 

the restraining Spirit of God shall be withdrawn from men, and they shall be under the control 

of Satan, who hates the divine precepts, there will be strange developments. The heart can be 

very cruel when God's fear and love are removed. 

 



As the storm approaches, a large class who have professed faith in the third angel's message, 

but have not been sanctified through obedience to the truth, abandon their position and join 

the ranks of the opposition. By uniting with the world and partaking of its spirit, they have come 

to view matters in nearly the same light; and when the test is brought, they are prepared to 

choose the easy, popular side. Men of talent and pleasing address, who once rejoiced in the 

truth, employ their powers to deceive and mislead souls. They become the most bitter enemies 

of their former brethren. When Sabbathkeepers are brought before the courts to answer for 

their faith, these apostates are the most efficient agents of Satan to misrepresent and accuse 

them, and by false reports and insinuations to stir up the rulers against them. 

 

In this time of persecution the faith of the Lord's servants will be tried. They have faithfully given 

the warning, looking to God and to His word alone. God's Spirit, moving upon their hearts, has 

constrained them to speak.” 

COUNTERFEIT REFORMATION 

• Among false churches before Loud Cry  
Isa.2:2, 3; 2 And it shall come to pass in the last days, that the mountain of the Lord's house 

shall be established in the top of the mountains, and shall be exalted above the hills; and all 

nations shall flow unto it. 3 And many people shall go and say, Come ye, and let us go up to the 

mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob; and he will teach us of his ways, and we 

will walk in his paths: for out of Zion shall go forth the law, and the word of the Lord from 

Jerusalem. 

Micah 4:1-5; But in the last days it shall come to pass, that the mountain of the house of the 

Lord shall be established in the top of the mountains, and it shall be exalted above the hills; and 

people shall flow unto it. 2 And many nations shall come, and say, Come, and let us go up to the 

mountain of the Lord, and to the house of the God of Jacob; and he will teach us of his ways, 

and we will walk in his paths: for the law shall go forth of Zion, and the word of the Lord from 

Jerusalem. 3 And he shall judge among many people, and rebuke strong nations afar off; and 

they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruninghooks: nation shall 

not lift up a sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more. 4 But they shall sit 

every man under his vine and under his fig tree; and none shall make them afraid: for the mouth 

of the Lord of hosts hath spoken it. 5 For all people will walk every one in the name of his god, 

and we will walk in the name of the Lord our God for ever and ever. 

EW 261 “I saw that as the Jews crucified Jesus, so the nominal churches had crucified these 

messages, and therefore they have no knowledge of the way into the most holy, and they 

cannot be benefited by the intercession of Jesus there. Like the Jews, who offered their useless 

sacrifices, they offer up their useless prayers to the apartment which Jesus has left; and Satan, 

pleased with the deception, assumes a religious character, and leads the minds of these 

professed Christians to himself, working with his power, his signs and lying wonders, to fasten 

them in his snare. Some he deceives in one way, and some in another. He has different 

delusions prepared to affect different minds. Some look with horror upon one deception, while 

they readily receive another. Satan deceives some with Spiritualism. He also comes as an angel 

of light and spreads his influence over the land by means of false reformations. The churches are 

elated, and consider that God is working marvelously for them, when it is the work of another 



spirit. The excitement will die away and leave the world and the church in a worse condition 

than before. 

I saw that God has honest children among the nominal Adventists and the fallen churches, and 

before the plagues shall be poured out, ministers and people will be called out from these 

churches and will gladly receive the truth. Satan knows this; and before the loud cry of the third 

angel is given, he raises an excitement in these religious bodies, that those who have rejected 

the truth may think that God is with them. He hopes to deceive the honest and lead them to 

think that God is still working for the churches. But the light will shine, and all who are honest 

will leave the fallen churches, and take their stand with the remnant. 

• Cause of  
GC 464:1 Notwithstanding the widespread declension of faith and piety, there are true followers 

of Christ in these churches. Before the final visitation of God's judgments upon the earth there 

will be among the people of the Lord such a revival of primitive godliness as has not been 

witnessed since apostolic times. The Spirit and power of God will be poured out upon His 

children. At that time many will separate themselves from those churches in which the love of 

this world has supplanted love for God and His word. Many, both of ministers and people, will 

gladly accept those great truths which God has caused to be proclaimed at this time to prepare 

a people for the Lord's second coming. The enemy of souls desires to hinder this work; and 

before the time for such a movement shall come, he will endeavor to prevent it by introducing a 

counterfeit. In those churches which he can bring under his deceptive power he will make it 

appear that God's special blessing is poured out; there will be manifest what is thought to be 

great religious interest. Multitudes will exult that God is working marvelously for them, when 

the work is that of another spirit. Under a religious guise, Satan will seek to extend his influence 

over the Christian world. 

NATIONAL SUNDAY LAW  

REV. 13:14-17 14 And deceiveth them that dwell on the earth by the means of those miracles which he 

had power to do in the sight of the beast; saying to them that dwell on the earth, that they should make 

an image to the beast, which had the wound by a sword, and did live. 15 And he had power to give life 

unto the image of the beast, that the image of the beast should both speak, and cause that as many as 

would not worship the image of the beast should be killed. 16 And he causeth all, both small and great, 

rich and poor, free and bond, to receive a mark in their right hand, or in their foreheads: 17 And that no 

man might buy or sell, save he that had the mark, or the name of the beast, or the number of his name. 

(Compare Dan. 3) Nebuchadnezzar the king made an image of gold, whose height was threescore 

cubits, and the breadth thereof six cubits: he set it up in the plain of Dura, in the province of Babylon. 2 

Then Nebuchadnezzar the king sent to gather together the princes, the governors, and the captains, the 

judges, the treasurers, the counsellors, the sheriffs, and all the rulers of the provinces, to come to the 

dedication of the image which Nebuchadnezzar the king had set up. 3 Then the princes, the governors, 

and captains, the judges, the treasurers, the counsellors, the sheriffs, and all the rulers of the provinces, 

were gathered together unto the dedication of the image that Nebuchadnezzar the king had set up; and 

they stood before the image that Nebuchadnezzar had set up. 4 Then an herald cried aloud, To you it is 

commanded, O people, nations, and languages, 5 That at what time ye hear the sound of the cornet, 

flute, harp, sackbut, psaltery, dulcimer, and all kinds of musick, ye fall down and worship the golden 



image that Nebuchadnezzar the king hath set up: 6 And whoso falleth not down and worshippeth shall 

the same hour be cast into the midst of a burning fiery furnace. 7 Therefore at that time, when all the 

people heard the sound of the cornet, flute, harp, sackbut, psaltery, and all kinds of musick, all the 

people, the nations, and the languages, fell down and worshipped the golden image that 

Nebuchadnezzar the king had set up. 8 Wherefore at that time certain Chaldeans came near, and 

accused the Jews. 9 They spake and said to the king Nebuchadnezzar, O king, live for ever. 10 Thou, O 

king, hast made a decree, that every man that shall hear the sound of the cornet, flute, harp, sackbut, 

psaltery, and dulcimer, and all kinds of musick, shall fall down and worship the golden image: 11 And 

whoso falleth not down and worshippeth, that he should be cast into the midst of a burning fiery 

furnace. 12 There are certain Jews whom thou hast set over the affairs of the province of Babylon, 

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego; these men, O king, have not regarded thee: they serve not thy gods, 

nor worship the golden image which thou hast set up. 13 Then Nebuchadnezzar in his rage and fury 

commanded to bring Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. Then they brought these men before the king. 

14 Nebuchadnezzar spake and said unto them, Is it true, O Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, do not 

ye serve my gods, nor worship the golden image which I have set up? 15 Now if ye be ready that at what 

time ye hear the sound of the cornet, flute, harp, sackbut, psaltery, and dulcimer, and all kinds of 

musick, ye fall down and worship the image which I have made; well: but if ye worship not, ye shall be 

cast the same hour into the midst of a burning fiery furnace; and who is that God that shall deliver you 

out of my hands? 16 Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, answered and said to the king, O 

Nebuchadnezzar, we are not careful to answer thee in this matter. 17 If it be so, our God whom we 

serve is able to deliver us from the burning fiery furnace, and he will deliver us out of thine hand, O king. 

18 But if not, be it known unto thee, O king, that we will not serve thy gods, nor worship the golden 

image which thou hast set up. 19 Then was Nebuchadnezzar full of fury, and the form of his visage was 

changed against Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego: therefore he spake, and commanded that they 

should heat the furnace one seven times more than it was wont to be heated. 20 And he commanded 

the most mighty men that were in his army to bind Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, and to cast 

them into the burning fiery furnace. 21 Then these men were bound in their coats, their hosen, and 

their hats, and their other garments, and were cast into the midst of the burning fiery furnace. 22 

Therefore because the king's commandment was urgent, and the furnace exceeding hot, the flames of 

the fire slew those men that took up Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. 23 And these three men, 

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, fell down bound into the midst of the burning fiery furnace. 24 Then 

Nebuchadnezzar the king was astonished, and rose up in haste, and spake, and said unto his counsellors, 

Did not we cast three men bound into the midst of the fire? They answered and said unto the king, True, 

O king. 25 He answered and said, Lo, I see four men loose, walking in the midst of the fire, and they have 

no hurt; and the form of the fourth is like the Son of God. 26 Then Nebuchadnezzar came near to the 

mouth of the burning fiery furnace, and spake, and said, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, ye servants 

of the most high God, come forth, and come hither. Then Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, came 

forth of the midst of the fire. 27 And the princes, governors, and captains, and the king's counsellors, 

being gathered together, saw these men, upon whose bodies the fire had no power, nor was an hair of 

their head singed, neither were their coats changed, nor the smell of fire had passed on them. 28 Then 

Nebuchadnezzar spake, and said, Blessed be the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, who hath 

sent his angel, and delivered his servants that trusted in him, and have changed the king's word, and 

yielded their bodies, that they might not serve nor worship any god, except their own God. 29 Therefore 

I make a decree, That every people, nation, and language, which speak any thing amiss against the God 



of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, shall be cut in pieces, and their houses shall be made a dunghill: 

because there is no other God that can deliver after this sort. 30 Then the king promoted Shadrach, 

Meshach, and Abednego, in the province of Babylon. 

• Church appeals to civil to enact  
Rev. 13:14-17; 14 And deceiveth them that dwell on the earth by the means of those miracles 

which he had power to do in the sight of the beast; saying to them that dwell on the earth, that 

they should make an image to the beast, which had the wound by a sword, and did live. 15 And 

he had power to give life unto the image of the beast, that the image of the beast should both 

speak, and cause that as many as would not worship the image of the beast should be killed. 16 

And he causeth all, both small and great, rich and poor, free and bond, to receive a mark in their 

right hand, or in their foreheads: 17 And that no man might buy or sell, save he that had the 

mark, or the name of the beast, or the number of his name. 

GC 607:1 As the controversy extends into new fields and the minds of the people are called to 

God's downtrodden law, Satan is astir. The power attending the message will only madden 

those who oppose it. The clergy will put forth almost superhuman efforts to shut away the light 

lest it should shine upon their flocks. By every means at their command they will endeavor to 

suppress the discussion of these vital questions. The church appeals to the strong arm of civil 

power, and, in this work, papists and Protestants unite. As the movement for Sunday 

enforcement becomes more bold and decided, the law will be invoked against commandment 

keepers. They will be threatened with fines and imprisonment, and some will be offered 

positions of influence, and other rewards and advantages, as inducements to renounce their 

faith. But their steadfast answer is: “Show us from the word of God our error”—the same plea 

that was made by Luther under similar circumstances. Those who are arraigned before the 

courts make a strong vindication of the truth, and some who hear them are led to take their 

stand to keep all the commandments of God. Thus light will be brought before thousands who 

otherwise would know nothing of these truths. 

• Brings National apostasy  
5T 451:1;  By the decree enforcing the institution of the papacy in violation of the law of God, 

our nation will disconnect herself fully from righteousness. When Protestantism shall stretch her 

hand across the gulf to grasp the hand of the Roman power, when she shall reach over the abyss 

to clasp hands with spiritualism, when, under the influence of this threefold union, our country 

shall repudiate every principle of its Constitution as a Protestant and republican government, 

and shall make provision for the propagation of papal falsehoods and delusions, then we may 

know that the time has come for the marvelous working of Satan and that the end is near. 

• Then Nationall Ruin  
7BC 977; The Law of God Made Void—A time is coming when the law of God is, in a special 

sense, to be made void in our land. The rulers of our nation will, by legislative enactments, 

enforce the Sunday law, and thus God's people be brought into great peril. When our nation, in 

its legislative councils, shall enact laws to bind the consciences of men in regard to their religious 

privileges, enforcing Sunday observance, and bringing oppressive power to bear against those 

who keep the seventh-day Sabbath, the law of God will, to all intents and purposes, be made 

void in our land; and national apostasy will be followed by national ruin (The Review and Herald, 

December 18, 1888). 
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Contempt for the Great Lawgiver—The sins of the world will have reached unto heaven when 

the law of God is made void; when the Sabbath of the Lord is trampled in the dust, and men are 

compelled to accept in its stead an institution of the papacy through the strong hand of the law 

of the land. In exalting an institution of man above the institution ordained of God, they show 

contempt for the great Lawgiver, and refuse His sign or seal (The Review and Herald, November 

5, 1889). 

Prepared for Injustice—As Christ was hated without cause, so will His people be hated because 

they are obedient to the commandments of God. If He who was pure, holy, and undefiled, who 

did good and only good in our world, was treated as a base criminal and condemned to death, 

His disciples must expect but similar treatment, however faultless may be their life and 

blameless their character. Human enactments, laws manufactured by satanic agencies under a 

plea of goodness and restriction of evil, will be exalted, while God's holy commandments are 

despised and trampled underfoot. And all who prove their loyalty by obedience to the law of 

Jehovah must be prepared to be arrested, to be brought before councils that have not for their 

standard the high and holy law of God (The Review and Herald, December 26, 1899). 

(2 Thessalonians 2:3, 4.) Living in a Momentous Period—We are living in a momentous period 

of this earth's history. The great conflict is just before us. We see the world corrupted under the 

inhabitants thereof. The man of sin has worked with a marvelous perseverance to exalt the 

spurious sabbath, and the disloyal Protestant world has wondered after the beast, and has 

called obedience to the Sabbath instituted by Jehovah disloyalty to the laws of the nations. 

Kingdoms have confederated to sustain a false sabbath institution, which has not a word of 

authority in the oracles of God (The Review and Herald, February 6, 1900). 

(Ch. 7:2, 3). The Question Before Us Now—The Sabbath question is to be the issue in the great 

final conflict, in which all the world will act a part. Men have honored Satan's principles above 

the principles that rule in the heavens. They have accepted the spurious sabbath, which Satan 

has exalted as the sign of his authority. But God has set His seal upon His royal requirement. 

Each Sabbath institution, both true and false, bears the name of its author, an ineffaceable mark 

that shows the authority of each.The great decision now to be made by every one is, whether he 

will receive the mark of the beast and his image, or the seal of the living and true God (The Signs 

of the Times, March 22, 1910) 

Mark of Beast Not Yet Applied—Sundaykeeping is not yet the mark of the beast, and will not be 

until the decree goes forth causing men to worship this idol sabbath. The time will come when 

this day will be the test, but that time has not come yet (Manuscript 118, 1899). 

 

2SM 373 “Every century of profligacy has treasured up wrath against the day of wrath; and 

when the time comes, and the iniquity is full, then God will do His strange work. It will be found 

a terrible thing to have worn out the divine patience; for the wrath of God will fall so signally 

and strongly that it is presented as being unmixed with mercy; and the very earth will be 

desolated. It is at the time of the national apostasy, when, acting on the policy of Satan, the 

rulers of the land will rank themselves on the side of the man of sin—it is then the measure of 

guilt is full; the national apostasy is the signal for national ruin. 

 

God has thrust His people into the gap, to make up the hedge, to raise up the foundation of 

many generations. The heavenly intelligences, angels that excel in strength, are waiting, 
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obedient to His command, to unite with human agencies; and the Lord will interpose when 

matters have come to such a pass that none but a divine power can counteract the satanic 

agencies at work. When His people shall be in the greatest danger, seemingly unable to stand 

against the power of Satan, God will work in their behalf. Man's extremity is God's opportunity. 

 

Now is the time when the loyal and true are to arise and shine; for the glory of the Lord is risen 

upon them. It is no time now to hide our colors, no time to turn traitors when the battle presses 

sore, no time to lay aside our weapons of warfare. Watchmen on the walls of Zion must be wide 

awake. 

 

I am so thankful at this time that we can have our minds taken off from the difficulties that 

surround us, and the oppression that is to come upon the people of God, and can look up to the 

heaven of light and power. If we place ourselves on the side of God, of Christ and the heavenly 

intelligences, the broad shield of Omnipotence is over us, the mighty God of Israel is our helper, 

and we need not fear. Those who touch the people of God, touch the apple of His eye.…” 

• This law marks union of Prot. & Cath.  
5T 712:0; Sunday observance owes its existence as a so-called Christian institution to “the 

mystery of iniquity;” and its enforcement will be a virtual recognition of the principles which are 

the very cornerstone of Romanism. When our nation shall so abjure the principles of its 

government as to enact a Sunday law, Protestantism will in this act join hands with popery; it 

will be nothing else than giving life to the tyranny which has long been eagerly watching its 

opportunity to spring again into active despotism. 

GC 607:1 As the controversy extends into new fields and the minds of the people are called to 

God's downtrodden law, Satan is astir. The power attending the message will only madden 

those who oppose it. The clergy will put forth almost superhuman efforts to shut away the light 

lest it should shine upon their flocks. By every means at their command they will endeavor to 

suppress the discussion of these vital questions. The church appeals to the strong arm of civil 

power, and, in this work, papists and Protestants unite. As the movement for Sunday 

enforcement becomes more bold and decided, the law will be invoked against commandment 

keepers. They will be threatened with fines and imprisonment, and some will be offered 

positions of influence, and other rewards and advantages, as inducements to renounce their 

faith. But their steadfast answer is: “Show us from the word of God our error”—the same plea 

that was made by Luther under similar circumstances. Those who are arraigned before the 

courts make a strong vindication of the truth, and some who hear them are led to take their 

stand to keep all the commandments of God. Thus light will be brought before thousands who 

otherwise would know nothing of these truths. 

• Image to beast formed  
Rev. 13:13, 14; 13 And he doeth great wonders, so that he maketh fire come down from heaven 

on the earth in the sight of men, 14 And deceiveth them that dwell on the earth by the means of 

those miracles which he had power to do in the sight of the beast; saying to them that dwell on 

the earth, that they should make an image to the beast, which had the wound by a sword, and 

did live. 

GC 445:1, 2 When the leading churches of the United States, uniting upon such points of 

doctrine as are held by them in common, shall influence the state to enforce their decrees and 



to sustain their institutions, then Protestant America will have formed an image of the Roman 

hierarchy, and the infliction of civil penalties upon dissenters will inevitably result. 

 

The beast with two horns “causeth [commands] all, both small and great, rich and poor, free 

and bond, to receive a mark in their right hand, or in their foreheads: and that no man might 

buy or sell, save he that had the mark, or the name of the beast, or the number of his name.” 

Revelation 13:16, 17. The third angel's warning is: “If any man worship the beast and his image, 

and receive his mark in his forehead, or in his hand, the same shall drink of the wine of the 

wrath of God.” “The beast” mentioned in this message, whose worship is enforced by the two-

horned beast, is the first, or leopardlike beast of Revelation 13—the papacy. The “image to the 

beast” represents that form of apostate Protestantism which will be developed when the 

Protestant churches shall seek the aid of the civil power for the enforcement of their dogmas. 

The “mark of the beast” still remains to be defined. 

• Final Test to man  
Acts 5:29; 29 Then Peter and the other apostles answered and said, We ought to obey God 

rather than men. 

Rom. 6:16; 16 Know ye not, that to whom ye yield yourselves servants to obey, his servants ye 

are to whom ye obey; whether of sin unto death, or of obedience unto righteousness? 

GC 605:2; The Sabbath will be the great test of loyalty, for it is the point of truth especially 

controverted. When the final test shall be brought to bear upon men, then the line of distinction 

will be drawn between those who serve God and those who serve Him not. While the 

observance of the false sabbath in compliance with the law of the state, contrary to the fourth 

commandment, will be an avowal of allegiance to a power that is in opposition to God, the 

keeping of the true Sabbath, in obedience to God's law, is an evidence of loyalty to the Creator. 

While one class, by accepting the sign of submission to earthly powers, receive the mark of the 

beast, the other, choosing the token of allegiance to divine authority, receive the seal of God. 

• Sign to leave large cities  
Micah 4:10;  10 Be in pain, and labour to bring forth, O daughter of Zion, like a woman in travail: 

for now shalt thou go forth out of the city, and thou shalt dwell in the field, and thou shalt go 

even to Babylon; there shalt thou be delivered; there the Lord shall redeem thee from the hand 

of thine enemies. 

5T 464:3 to 465:0 It is no time now for God's people to be fixing their affections or laying up 

their treasure in the world. The time is not far distant, when, like the early disciples, we shall be 

forced to seek a refuge in desolate and solitary places. As the siege of Jerusalem by the Roman 

armies was the signal for flight to the Judean Christians, so the assumption of power on the part 

of our nation in the decree enforcing the papal sabbath will be a warning to us. It will then be 

time to leave the large cities, preparatory to leaving the smaller ones for retired homes in 

secluded places among the mountains. And now, instead of seeking expensive dwellings here, 

we should be preparing to move to a better country, even a heavenly. Instead of spending our 

means in self-gratification, we should be studying to economize. Every talent lent of God should 

be used to His glory in giving the warning to the world. God has a work for His colaborers to do 

in the cities. Our missions must be sustained; new missions must be opened. To carry forward 

this work successfully will require no small outlay. Houses of worship are needed, where the 

people may be invited to hear the truths for this time. For this very purpose, God has entrusted 



a capital to His stewards. Let not your property be tied up in worldly enterprises, so that this 

work shall be hindered. Get your means where you can handle it for the benefit of the cause of 

God. Send your treasures before you into heaven. 

• Every other country follows U.S. with Sunday law  

Rev. 13:3; 3 And I saw one of his heads as it were wounded to death; and his deadly wound was 

healed: and all the world wondered after the beast. 

6T 18:2 Brethren and sisters, would that I might say something to awaken you to the importance 

of this time, the significance of the events that are now taking place. I point you to the 

aggressive movements now being made for the restriction of religious liberty. God's sanctified 

memorial has been torn down, and in its place a false sabbath, bearing no sanctity, stands 

before the world. And while the powers of darkness are stirring up the elements from beneath, 

the Lord God of heaven is sending power from above to meet the emergency by arousing His 

living agencies to exalt the law of heaven. Now, just now, is our time to work in foreign 

countries. As America, the land of religious liberty, shall unite with the papacy in forcing the 

conscience and compelling men to honor the false sabbath, the people of every country on the 

globe will be led to follow her example. Our people are not half awake to do all in their power, 

with the facilities within their reach, to extend the message of warning. 

• Sign that probation soon to close  
5T 451:2 As the approach of the Roman armies was a sign to the disciples of the impending 

destruction of Jerusalem, so may this apostasy be a sign to us that the limit of God's forbearance 

is reached, that the measure of our nation's iniquity is full, and that the angel of mercy is about 

to take her flight, never to return. The people of God will then be plunged into those scenes of 

affliction and distress which prophets have described as the time of Jacob's trouble. The cries of 

the faithful, persecuted ones ascend to heaven. And as the blood of Abel cried from the ground, 

there are voices also crying to God from martyrs’ graves, from the sepulchers of the sea, from 

mountain caverns, from convent vaults: “How long, O Lord, holy and true, dost Thou not judge 

and avenge our blood on them that dwell on the earth?” 

• Completes Fall of Babylon  
Rev. 14:8; 8 And there followed another angel, saying, Babylon is fallen, is fallen, that great city, 

because she made all nations drink of the wine of the wrath of her fornication. 

GC 389:2 to 390:0 The second angel's message of Revelation 14 was first preached in the 

summer of 1844, and it then had a more direct application to the churches of the United States, 

where the warning of the judgment had been most widely proclaimed and most generally 

rejected, and where the declension in the churches had been most rapid. But the message of 

the second angel did not reach its complete fulfillment in 1844. The churches then experienced 

a moral fall, in consequence of their refusal of the light of the advent message; but that fall was 

not complete. As they have continued to reject the special truths for this time they have fallen 

lower and lower. Not yet, however, can it be said that “Babylon is fallen,... because she made all 

nations drink of the wine of the wrath of her fornication.” She has not yet made all nations do 

this. The spirit of world conforming and indifference to the testing truths for our time exists and 

has been gaining ground in churches of the Protestant faith in all the countries of Christendom; 

and these churches are included in the solemn and terrible denunciation of the second angel. 

But the work of apostasy has not yet reached its culmination. 

 



The Bible declares that before the coming of the Lord, Satan will work “with all power and signs 

and lying wonders, and with all deceivableness of unrighteousness;” and they that “received not 

the love of the truth, that they might be saved,” will be left to receive “strong delusion, that 

they should believe a lie.” 2 Thessalonians 2:9-11. Not until this condition shall be reached, and 

the union of the church with the world shall be fully accomplished throughout Christendom, will 

the fall of Babylon be complete. The change is a progressive one, and the perfect fulfillment of 

Revelation 14:8 is yet future. 

SHORT TIME OF TROUBLE 

• Coincides with Latter Rain just before plagues  
EW 85:3 to 86:0 “This view was given in 1847 when there were but very few of the Advent 

brethren observing the Sabbath, and of these but few supposed that its observance was of 

sufficient importance to draw a line between the people of God and unbelievers. Now the 

fulfillment of that view is beginning to be seen. “The commencement of that time of trouble,” 

here mentioned does not refer to the time when the plagues shall begin to be poured out, but 

to a short period just before they are poured out, while Christ is in the sanctuary. At that time, 

while the work of salvation is closing, trouble will be coming on the earth, and the nations will 

be angry, yet held in check so as not to prevent the work of the third angel. At that time the 

“latter rain,” or refreshing from the presence of the Lord, will come, to give power to the loud 

voice of the third angel, and prepare the saints to stand in the period when the seven last 

plagues shall be poured out.” 

• Cause  
2 Tim. 3:12;  12 Yea, and all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution. 

GC 606:2 to 607:1 “Thus the message of the third angel will be proclaimed. As the time comes 

for it to be given with greatest power, the Lord will work through humble instruments, leading 

the minds of those who consecrate themselves to His service. The laborers will be qualified 

rather by the unction of His Spirit than by the training of literary institutions. Men of faith and 

prayer will be constrained to go forth with holy zeal, declaring the words which God gives them. 

The sins of Babylon will be laid open. The fearful results of enforcing the observances of the 

church by civil authority, the inroads of spiritualism, the stealthy but rapid progress of the papal 

power—all will be unmasked. By these solemn warnings the people will be stirred. Thousands 

upon thousands will listen who have never heard words like these. In amazement they  

 

hear the testimony that Babylon is the church, fallen because of her errors and sins, because of 

her rejection of the truth sent to her from heaven. As the people go to their former teachers 

with the eager inquiry, Are these things so? the ministers present fables, prophesy smooth 

things, to soothe their fears and quiet the awakened conscience. But since many refuse to be 

satisfied with the mere authority of men and demand a plain “Thus saith the Lord,” the popular 

ministry, like the Pharisees of old, filled with anger as their authority is questioned, will 

denounce the message as of Satan and stir up the sin-loving multitudes to revile and persecute 

those who proclaim it. 

 

As the controversy extends into new fields and the minds of the people are called to God's 

downtrodden law, Satan is astir. The power attending the message will only madden those who 



oppose it. The clergy will put forth almost superhuman efforts to shut away the light lest it 

should shine upon their flocks. By every means at their command they will endeavor to suppress 

the discussion of these vital questions. The church appeals to the strong arm of civil power, and, 

in this work, papists and Protestants unite. As the movement for Sunday enforcement becomes 

more bold and decided, the law will be invoked against commandment keepers. They will be 

threatened with fines and imprisonment, and some will be offered positions of influence, and 

other rewards and advantages, as inducements to renounce their faith. But their steadfast 

answer is: “Show us from the word of God our error”—the same plea that was made by Luther 

under similar circumstances. Those who are arraigned before the courts make a strong 

vindication of the truth, and some who hear them are led to take their stand to keep all the 

commandments of God. Thus light will be brought before thousands who otherwise would know 

nothing of these truths.” 

• LATTER RAIN AND LOUD CRY  
HOSEA 6:3; 3 Then shall we know, if we follow on to know the Lord: his going forth is prepared 

as the morning; and he shall come unto us as the rain, as the latter and former rain unto the 

earth. 

ZECH. 10:1; Ask ye of the Lord rain in the time of the latter rain; so the Lord shall make bright 

clouds, and give them showers of rain, to every one grass in the field. 

ZECH. 4:6; 6 Then he answered and spake unto me, saying, This is the word of the Lord unto 

Zerubbabel, saying, Not by might, nor by power, but by my spirit, saith the Lord of hosts. 

ACTS 2:17; 17 And it shall come to pass in the last days, saith God, I will pour out of my Spirit 

upon all flesh: and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see 

visions, and your old men shall dream dreams: 

ACTS 3:19 19 Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out, when 

the times of refreshing shall come from the presence of the Lord. 

• Coincides with short time of trouble  
EW 33:2; I saw that God had children who do not see and keep the Sabbath. They have not 

rejected the light upon it. And at the commencement of the time of trouble, we were filled with 

the Holy Ghost as we went forth and proclaimed the Sabbath more fully. [See page 85.] This 

enraged the churches and nominal Adventists, [See also Appendix.] as they could not refute the 

Sabbath truth. And at this time God's chosen all saw clearly that we had the truth, and they 

came out and endured the persecution with us. I saw the sword, famine, pestilence, and great 

confusion in the land. The wicked thought that we had brought the judgments upon them, and 

they rose up and took counsel to rid the earth of us, thinking that then the evil would be stayed. 

EW 85:3 to 86:0 This view was given in 1847 when there were but very few of the Advent 

brethren observing the Sabbath, and of these but few supposed that its observance was of 

sufficient importance to draw a line between the people of God and unbelievers. Now the 

fulfillment of that view is beginning to be seen. “The commencement of that time of trouble,” 

here mentioned does not refer to the time when the plagues shall begin to be poured out, but 

to a short period just before they are poured out, while Christ is in the sanctuary. At that time, 

while the work of salvation is closing, trouble will be coming on the earth, and the nations will 

be angry, yet held in check so as not to prevent the work of the third angel. At that time the 

“latter rain,” or refreshing from the presence of the Lord, will come, to give power to the loud 



voice of the third angel, and prepare the saints to stand in the period when the seven last 

plagues shall be poured out. 

• Latter Rain develops 3rd message into Loud Cry  
Rev. 18:1-4;  And after these things I saw another angel come down from heaven, having great 

power; and the earth was lightened with his glory. 2 And he cried mightily with a strong voice, 

saying, Babylon the great is fallen, is fallen, and is become the habitation of devils, and the hold 

of every foul spirit, and a cage of every unclean and hateful bird. 3 For all nations have drunk of 

the wine of the wrath of her fornication, and the kings of the earth have committed fornication 

with her, and the merchants of the earth are waxed rich through the abundance of her 

delicacies. 4 And I heard another voice from heaven, saying, Come out of her, my people, that 

ye be not partakers of her sins, and that ye receive not of her plagues. 

EW 277 “I saw angels hurrying to and fro in heaven, descending to the earth, and again 

ascending to heaven, preparing for the fulfillment of some important event. Then I saw another 

mighty angel commissioned to descend to the earth, to unite his voice with the third angel, and 

give power and force to his message. Great power and glory were imparted to the angel, and as 

he descended, the earth was lightened with his glory. The light which attended this angel 

penetrated everywhere, as he cried mightily, with a strong voice, “Babylon the great is fallen, is 

fallen, and is become the habitation of devils, and the hold of every foul spirit, and a cage of 

every unclean and hateful bird.” The message of the fall of Babylon, as given by the second 

angel, is repeated, with the additional mention of the corruptions which have been entering the 

churches since 1844. The work of this angel comes in at the right time to join in the last great 

work of the third angel's message as it swells to a loud cry. And the people of God are thus 

prepared to stand in the hour of temptation, which they are soon to meet. I saw a great light 

resting upon them, and they united to fearlessly proclaim the third angel's message. 

 

Angels were sent to aid the mighty angel from heaven, and I heard voices which seemed to 

sound everywhere, “Come out of her, My people, that ye be not partakers of her sins, and that 

ye receive not of her plagues. For her sins have reached unto heaven, and God hath 

remembered her iniquities.” This message seemed to be an addition to the third message, 

joining it as the midnight cry joined the second angel's message in 1844. The glory of God rested 

upon the patient, waiting saints, and they fearlessly gave the last solemn warning, proclaiming 

the fall of Babylon and calling upon God's people to come out of her that they might escape her 

fearful doom.” 

• Lights world - Ripens harvest  
Rev. 18:1; And after these things I saw another angel come down from heaven, having great 

power; and the earth was lightened with his glory. 

GC 611:2, “The work will be similar to that of the Day of Pentecost. As the “former rain” was 

given, in the outpouring of the Holy Spirit at the opening of the gospel, to cause the upspringing 

of the precious seed, so the “latter rain” will be given at its close for the ripening of the harvest. 

“Then shall we know, if we follow on to know the Lord: His going forth is prepared as the 

morning; and He shall come unto us as the rain, as the latter and former rain unto the earth.” 

Hosea 6:3. “Be glad then, ye children of Zion, and rejoice in the Lord your God: for He hath given 

you the former rain moderately, and He will cause to come down for you the rain, the former 

rain, and the latter rain.” Joel 2:23. “In the last days, saith God, I will pour out of My Spirit upon 



all flesh.” “And it shall come to pass, that whosoever shall call on the name of the Lord shall be 

saved.” Acts 2:17, 21. 

GC 612:2;  “The message will be carried not so much by argument as by the deep conviction of 

the Spirit of God. The arguments have been presented. The seed has been sown, and now it will 

spring up and bear fruit. The publications distributed by missionary workers have exerted their 

influence, yet many whose minds were impressed have been prevented from fully 

comprehending the truth or from yielding obedience. Now the rays of light penetrate 

everywhere, the truth is seen in its clearness, and the honest children of God sever the bands 

which have held them. Family connections, church relations, are powerless to stay them now. 

Truth is more precious than all besides. Notwithstanding the agencies combined against the 

truth, a large number take their stand upon the Lord's side.” 

EW 277:1 “I saw angels hurrying to and fro in heaven, descending to the earth, and again 

ascending to heaven, preparing for the fulfillment of some important event. Then I saw another 

mighty angel commissioned to descend to the earth, to unite his voice with the third angel, and 

give power and force to his message. Great power and glory were imparted to the angel, and as 

he descended, the earth was lightened with his glory. The light which attended this angel 

penetrated everywhere, as he cried mightily, with a strong voice, “Babylon the great is fallen, is 

fallen, and is become the habitation of devils, and the hold of every foul spirit, and a cage of 

every unclean and hateful bird.” The message of the fall of Babylon, as given by the second 

angel, is repeated, with the additional mention of the corruptions which have been entering the 

churches since 1844. The work of this angel comes in at the right time to join in the last great 

work of the third angel's message as it swells to a loud cry. And the people of God are thus 

prepared to stand in the hour of temptation, which they are soon to meet. I saw a great light 

resting upon them, and they united to fearlessly proclaim the third angel's message.” 

• Miracles - Sick healed  
EW 278:1; “The light that was shed upon the waiting ones penetrated everywhere, and those in 

the churches who had any light, who had not heard and rejected the three messages, obeyed 

the call and left the fallen churches. Many had come to years of accountability since these 

messages had been given, and the light shone upon them, and they were privileged to choose 

life or death. Some chose life and took their stand with those who were looking for their Lord 

and keeping all His commandments. The third message was to do its work; all were to be tested 

upon it, and the precious ones were to be called out from the religious bodies. A compelling 

power moved the honest, while the manifestation of the power of God brought a fear and 

restraint upon their unbelieving relatives and friends so that they dared not, neither had they 

the power to, hinder those who felt the work of the Spirit of God upon them. The last call was 

carried even to the poor slaves, and the pious among them poured forth their songs of 

rapturous joy at the prospect of their happy deliverance. Their masters could not check them; 

fear and astonishment kept them silent. Mighty miracles were wrought, the sick were healed, 

and signs and wonders followed the believers. God was in the work, and every saint, fearless of 

consequences, followed the convictions of his own conscience and united with those who were 

keeping all the commandments of God; and with power they sounded abroad the third 

message. I saw that this message will close with power and strength far exceeding the midnight 

cry.” 



GC 612:1 “Servants of God, with their faces lighted up and shining with holy consecration, will 

hasten from place to place to proclaim the message from heaven. By thousands of voices, all 

over the earth, the warning will be given. Miracles will be wrought, the sick will be healed, and 

signs and wonders will follow the believers. Satan also works, with lying wonders, even bringing 

down fire from heaven in the sight of men. Revelation 13:13. Thus the inhabitants of the earth 

will be brought to take their stand.” 

• Prepare saints for plagues. Ends at close of probation  
EW 86:0 “At that time the “latter rain,” or refreshing from the presence of the Lord, will come, 

to give power to the loud voice of the third angel, and prepare the saints to stand in the period 

when the seven last plagues shall be poured out.” 

MARVELOUS WORKING OF SATAN 

• Begins after Sunday law  
5T 451:1, 2 By the decree enforcing the institution of the papacy in violation of the law of God, 

our nation will disconnect herself fully from righteousness. When Protestantism shall stretch her 

hand across the gulf to grasp the hand of the Roman power, when she shall reach over the abyss 

to clasp hands with spiritualism, when, under the influence of this threefold union, our country 

shall repudiate every principle of its Constitution as a Protestant and republican government, 

and shall make provision for the propagation of papal falsehoods and delusions, then we may 

know that the time has come for the marvelous working of Satan and that the end is near. 

 

As the approach of the Roman armies was a sign to the disciples of the impending destruction of 

Jerusalem, so may this apostasy be a sign to us that the limit of God's forbearance is reached, 

that the measure of our nation's iniquity is full, and that the angel of mercy is about to take her 

flight, never to return. The people of God will then be plunged into those scenes of affliction and 

distress which prophets have described as the time of Jacob's trouble. The cries of the faithful, 

persecuted ones ascend to heaven. And as the blood of Abel cried from the ground, there are 

voices also crying to God from martyrs’ graves, from the sepulchers of the sea, from mountain 

caverns, from convent vaults: “How long, O Lord, holy and true, dost Thou not judge and avenge 

our blood on them that dwell on the earth?” 

• Through Spiritism impersonates dead perfectly  
GC 552:1, He has power to bring before men the appearance of their departed friends. The 

counterfeit is perfect; the familiar look, the words, the tone, are reproduced with marvelous 

distinctness. Many are comforted with the assurance that their loved ones are enjoying the bliss 

of heaven, and without suspicion of danger, they give ear “to seducing spirits, and doctrines of 

devils.” 

GC 560:1 “Just before us is “the hour of temptation, which shall come upon all the world, to try 

them that dwell upon the earth.” Revelation 3:10. All whose faith is not firmly established upon 

the word of God will be deceived and overcome. Satan “works with all deceivableness of 

unrighteousness” to gain control of the children of men, and his deceptions will continually 

increase. But he can gain his object only as men voluntarily yield to his temptations. Those who 

are earnestly seeking a knowledge of the truth and are striving to purify their souls through 

obedience, thus doing what they can to prepare for the conflict, will find, in the God of truth, a 

sure defense. “Because thou hast kept the word of My patience, I also will keep thee” (verse 



10), is the Saviour's promise. He would sooner send every angel out of heaven to protect His 

people than leave one soul that trusts in Him to be overcome by Satan.” 

• Wonders, Miracles, Healings  
Rev. 13:13, 14;  13 And he doeth great wonders, so that he maketh fire come down from 

heaven on the earth in the sight of men, 14 And deceiveth them that dwell on the earth by the 

means of those miracles which he had power to do in the sight of the beast; saying to them that 

dwell on the earth, that they should make an image to the beast, which had the wound by a 

sword, and did live. 

Rev. 16:13, 14;  13 And I saw three unclean spirits like frogs come out of the mouth of the 

dragon, and out of the mouth of the beast, and out of the mouth of the false prophet. 

 

14 For they are the spirits of devils, working miracles, which go forth unto the kings of the earth 

and of the whole world, to gather them to the battle of that great day of God Almighty. 

GC 588:2 – 589 “As spiritualism more closely imitates the nominal Christianity of the day, it has 

greater power to deceive and ensnare. Satan himself is converted, after the modern order of 

things. He will appear in the character of an angel of light. Through the agency of spiritualism, 

miracles will be wrought, the sick will be healed, and many undeniable wonders will be 

performed. And as the spirits will profess faith in the Bible, and manifest respect for the 

institutions of the church, their work will be accepted as a manifestation of divine power. 

 

The line of distinction between professed Christians and the ungodly is now hardly 

distinguishable. Church members love what the world loves and are ready to join with them, 

and Satan determines to unite them in one body and thus strengthen his cause by sweeping all 

into the ranks of spiritualism. Papists, who boast of miracles as a certain sign of the true church, 

will be readily deceived by this wonder-working power; and Protestants, having cast away the 

shield of truth, will also be deluded. Papists, Protestants, and worldlings will alike accept the 

form of godliness without the power, and they will see in this union a grand movement  

 

for the conversion of the world and the ushering in of the long-expected millennium. 

 

Through spiritualism, Satan appears as a benefactor of the race, healing the diseases of the 

people, and professing to present a new and more exalted system of religious faith; but at the 

same time he works as a destroyer. His temptations are leading multitudes to ruin. 

Intemperance dethrones reason; sensual indulgence, strife, and bloodshed follow. Satan 

delights in war, for it excites the worst passions of the soul and then sweeps into eternity its 

victims steeped in vice and blood. It is his object to incite the nations to war against one 

another, for he can thus divert the minds of the people from the work of preparation to stand in 

the day of God. 

 

Satan works through the elements also to garner his harvest of unprepared souls. He has 

studied the secrets of the laboratories of nature, and he uses all his power to control the 

elements as far as God allows. When he was suffered to afflict Job, how quickly flocks and herds, 

servants, houses, children, were swept away, one trouble succeeding another as in a moment. It 

is God that shields His creatures and hedges them in from the power of the destroyer. But the 



Christian world have shown contempt for the law of Jehovah; and the Lord will do just what He 

has declared that He would—He will withdraw His blessings from the earth and remove His 

protecting care from those who are rebelling against His law and teaching and forcing others to 

do the same. Satan has control of all whom God does not especially guard. He will favor and 

prosper some in order to further his own designs, and he will bring trouble upon others and lead 

men to believe that it is God who is afflicting them. 

 

While appearing to the children of men as a great physician who can heal all their maladies, he 

will bring disease and disaster, until populous cities are reduced to ruin and desolation. Even 

now he is at work. In accidents and calamities by sea and by land, in great conflagrations, in 

fierce tornadoes and terrific hailstorms, in tempests, floods, cyclones, tidal waves, and 

earthquakes, in every place and in a thousand forms, Satan is exercising his power. He sweeps 

away the ripening harvest, and famine and distress follow. He imparts to the air a deadly taint, 

and thousands perish by the pestilence. These visitations are to become more and more 

frequent and disastrous. Destruction will be upon both man and beast. “The earth mourneth 

and fadeth away,” “the haughty people ... do languish. The earth also is defiled under the 

inhabitants thereof; because they have transgressed the laws, changed the ordinance, broken 

the everlasting covenant.” Isaiah 24:4, 5. 

• Brings war, disease, disaster, storms  
Rev. 16:14; 14 For they are the spirits of devils, working miracles, which go forth unto the kings 

of the earth and of the whole world, to gather them to the battle of that great day of God 

Almighty. 

GC 589:1 to 590:0 Through spiritualism, Satan appears as a benefactor of the race, healing the 

diseases of the people, and professing to present a new and more exalted system of religious 

faith; but at the same time he works as a destroyer. His temptations are leading multitudes to 

ruin. Intemperance dethrones reason; sensual indulgence, strife, and bloodshed follow. Satan 

delights in war, for it excites the worst passions of the soul and then sweeps into eternity its 

victims steeped in vice and blood. It is his object to incite the nations to war against one 

another, for he can thus divert the minds of the people from the work of preparation to stand in 

the day of God. 

 

Satan works through the elements also to garner his harvest of unprepared souls. He has 

studied the secrets of the laboratories of nature, and he uses all his power to control the 

elements as far as God allows. When he was suffered to afflict Job, how quickly flocks and herds, 

servants, houses, children, were swept away, one trouble succeeding another as in a moment. It 

is God that shields His creatures and hedges them in from the power of the destroyer. But the 

Christian world have shown contempt for the law of Jehovah; and the Lord will do just what He 

has declared that He would—He will withdraw His blessings from the earth and remove His 

protecting care from those who are rebelling against His law and teaching and forcing others to 

do the same. Satan has control of all whom God does not especially guard. He will favor and 

prosper some in order to further his own designs, and he will bring trouble upon others and lead 

men to believe that it is God who is afflicting them.  

 



While appearing to the children of men as a great physician who can heal all their maladies, he 

will bring disease and disaster, until populous cities are reduced to ruin and desolation. Even 

now he is at work. In accidents and calamities by sea and by land, in great conflagrations, in 

fierce tornadoes and terrific hailstorms, in tempests, floods, cyclones, tidal waves, and 

earthquakes, in every place and in a thousand forms, Satan is exercising his power. He sweeps 

away the ripening harvest, and famine and distress follow. He imparts to the air a deadly taint, 

and thousands perish by the pestilence. These visitations are to become more and more 

frequent and disastrous. Destruction will be upon both man and beast. “The earth mourneth 

and fadeth away,” “the haughty people ... do languish. The earth also is defiled under the 

inhabitants thereof; because they have transgressed the laws, changed the ordinance, broken 

the everlasting covenant.” Isaiah 24:4, 5. 

• Claims saints cause trouble by violating Sunday  
GC 589 - 590:1.  

• World, headed by papacy, unite & oppose saints  
Rev. 13:3, 4, 8; 3 And I saw one of his heads as it were wounded to death; and his deadly wound 

was healed: and all the world wondered after the beast. 4 And they worshipped the dragon 

which gave power unto the beast: and they worshipped the beast, saying, Who is like unto the 

beast? who is able to make war with him? 8 And all that dwell upon the earth shall worship him, 

whose names are not written in the book of life of the Lamb slain from the foundation of the 

world. 

7T 182 “The members of a church within whose borders one of our publishing houses is situated 

are honored in having among them one of the Lord's special instrumentalities. They should 

appreciate this honor and should realize that it involves a most sacred responsibility. Their 

influence and example will go far in helping or hindering the institution in the accomplishment 

of its mission. 

 

As we approach the last crisis, it is of vital moment that harmony and unity exist among the 

Lord's instrumentalities. The world is filled with storm and war and variance. Yet under one 

head—the papal power—the people will unite to oppose God in the person of His witnesses. 

This union is cemented by the great apostate. While he seeks to unite his agents in warring 

against the truth he will work to divide and scatter its advocates. Jealousy, evil surmising, 

evilspeaking, are instigated by him to produce discord and dissension. The members of Christ's 

church have the power to thwart the purpose of the adversary of souls. At such a time as this let 

them not be found at variance with one another or with any of the Lord's workers. Amidst the 

general discord let there be one place where harmony and unity exist because the Bible is made 

the guide of life. Let the people of God feel that a responsibility rests upon them to build up His 

instrumentalities.” 

• SATAN COUNTERFEITS CHRIST’S COMING - CROWNING ACT  
MATT. 24:23-27 23 Then if any man shall say unto you, Lo, here is Christ, or there; believe it not. 

24 For there shall arise false Christs, and false prophets, and shall shew great signs and wonders; 

insomuch that, if it were possible, they shall deceive the very elect. 25 Behold, I have told you 

before. 26 Wherefore if they shall say unto you, Behold, he is in the desert; go not forth: behold, 

he is in the secret chambers; believe it not. 27 For as the lightning cometh out of the east, and 

shineth even unto the west; so shall also the coming of the Son of man be. 



• As angel of light - claims changed Sabbath  
2 Cor. 11:14; 14 And no marvel; for Satan himself is transformed into an angel of light. 

GC 624:2 As the crowning act in the great drama of deception, Satan himself will personate 

Christ. The church has long professed to look to the Saviour's advent as the consummation of 

her hopes. Now the great deceiver will make it appear that Christ has come. In different parts of 

the earth, Satan will manifest himself among men as a majestic being of dazzling brightness, 

resembling the description of the Son of God given by John in the Revelation. Revelation 1:13-

15. The glory that surrounds him is unsurpassed by anything that mortal eyes have yet beheld. 

The shout of triumph rings out upon the air: “Christ has come! Christ has come!” The people 

prostrate themselves in adoration before him, while he lifts up his hands and pronounces a 

blessing upon them, as Christ blessed His disciples when He was upon the earth. His voice is soft 

and subdued, yet full of melody. In gentle, compassionate tones he presents some of the same 

gracious, heavenly truths which the Saviour uttered; he heals the diseases of the people, and 

then, in his assumed character of Christ, he claims to have changed the Sabbath to Sunday, and 

commands all to hallow the day which he has blessed. He declares that those who persist in 

keeping holy the seventh day are blaspheming his name by refusing to listen to his angels sent 

to them with light and truth. This is the strong, almost overmastering delusion. Like the 

Samaritans who were deceived by Simon Magus, the multitudes, from the least to the greatest, 

give heed to these sorceries, saying: This is “the great power of God.” Acts 8:10. 

• Not permitted to counterfeit manner of coming  

GC 625:2, 3 And, furthermore, Satan is not permitted to counterfeit the manner of Christ's 

advent. The Saviour has warned His people against deception upon this point, and has clearly 

foretold the manner of His second coming. “There shall arise false Christs, and false prophets, 

and shall show great signs and wonders; insomuch that, if it were possible, they shall deceive 

the very elect.... Wherefore if they shall say unto you, Behold, He is in the desert; go not forth; 

behold, He is in the secret chambers; believe it not. For as the lightning cometh out of the east, 

and shineth even unto the west; so shall also the coming of the Son of man be.” Matthew 24:24-

27, 31; 25:31; Revelation 1:7; 1 Thessalonians 4:16, 17. This coming there is no possibility of 

counterfeiting. It will be universally known—witnessed by the whole world. 

 

Only those who have been diligent students of the Scriptures and who have received the love of 

the truth will be shielded from the powerful delusion that takes the world captive. By the Bible 

testimony these will detect the deceiver in his disguise. To all the testing time will come. By the 

sifting of temptation the genuine Christian will be revealed. Are the people of God now so firmly 

established upon His word that they would not yield to the evidence of their senses? Would 

they, in such a crisis, cling to the Bible and the Bible only? Satan will, if possible, prevent them 

from obtaining a preparation to stand in that day. He will so arrange affairs as to hedge up their 

way, entangle them with earthly treasures, cause them to carry a heavy, wearisome burden, 

that their hearts may be overcharged with the cares of this life and the day of trial may come 

upon them as a thief. 

• MARK OF THE BEAST RECEIVED  

REV. 13:16, 17; 16 And he causeth all, both small and great, rich and poor, free and bond, to 

receive a mark in their right hand, or in their foreheads: 

 



17 And that no man might buy or sell, save he that had the mark, or the name of the beast, or 

the number of his name. 

REV. 14:9-11 9 And the third angel followed them, saying with a loud voice, If any man worship 

the beast and his image, and receive his mark in his forehead, or in his hand, 10 The same shall 

drink of the wine of the wrath of God, which is poured out without mixture into the cup of his 

indignation; and he shall be tormented with fire and brimstone in the presence of the holy 

angels, and in the presence of the Lamb: 11 And the smoke of their torment ascendeth up for 

ever and ever: and they have no rest day nor night, who worship the beast and his image, and 

whosoever receiveth the mark of his name. 

• After truth made plain to all  
GC 449:1;  But Christians of past generations observed the Sunday, supposing that in so doing 

they were keeping the Bible Sabbath; and there are now true Christians in every church, not 

excepting the Roman Catholic communion, who honestly believe that Sunday is the Sabbath of 

divine appointment. God accepts their sincerity of purpose and their integrity before Him. But 

when Sunday observance shall be enforced by law, and the world shall be enlightened 

concerning the obligation of the true Sabbath, then whoever shall transgress the command of 

God, to obey a precept which has no higher authority than that of Rome, will thereby honor 

popery above God. He is paying homage to Rome and to the power which enforces the 

institution ordained by Rome. He is worshiping the beast and his image. As men then reject the 

institution which God has declared to be the sign of His authority, and honor in its stead that 

which Rome has chosen as the token of her supremacy, they will thereby accept the sign of 

allegiance to Rome—“the mark of the beast.” And it is not until the issue is thus plainly set 

before the people, and they are brought to choose between the commandments of God and the 

commandments of men, that those who continue in transgression will receive “the mark of the 

beast.” 

GC 604:3;  With the issue thus clearly brought before him, whoever shall trample upon God's 

law to obey a human enactment receives the mark of the beast; he accepts the sign of 

allegiance to the power which he chooses to obey instead of God. The warning from heaven is: 

“If any man worship the beast and his image, and receive his mark in his forehead, or in his 

hand, the same shall drink of the wine of the wrath of God, which is poured out without mixture 

into the cup of His indignation.” Revelation 14:9, 10. 

GC 605:2 The Sabbath will be the great test of loyalty, for it is the point of truth especially 

controverted. When the final test shall be brought to bear upon men, then the line of distinction 

will be drawn between those who serve God and those who serve Him not. While the 

observance of the false sabbath in compliance with the law of the state, contrary to the fourth 

commandment, will be an avowal of allegiance to a power that is in opposition to God, the 

keeping of the true Sabbath, in obedience to God's law, is an evidence of loyalty to the Creator. 

While one class, by accepting the sign of submission to earthly powers, receive the mark of the 

beast, the other, choosing the token of allegiance to divine authority, receive the seal of God. 

SEALING TIME  

REV. 7:1-4; And after these things I saw four angels standing on the four corners of the earth, holding 

the four winds of the earth, that the wind should not blow on the earth, nor on the sea, nor on any tree. 

2 And I saw another angel ascending from the east, having the seal of the living God: and he cried with a 



loud voice to the four angels, to whom it was given to hurt the earth and the sea, 3 Saying, Hurt not the 

earth, neither the sea, nor the trees, till we have sealed the servants of our God in their foreheads. 4 

And I heard the number of them which were sealed: and there were sealed an hundred and forty and 

four thousand of all the tribes of the children of Israel. 

EZE. 9:3-6 3 And the glory of the God of Israel was gone up from the cherub, whereupon he was, to the 

threshold of the house. And he called to the man clothed with linen, which had the writer's inkhorn by 

his side; 4 And the Lord said unto him, Go through the midst of the city, through the midst of Jerusalem, 

and set a mark upon the foreheads of the men that sigh and that cry for all the abominations that be 

done in the midst thereof. 5 And to the others he said in mine hearing, Go ye after him through the city, 

and smite: let not your eye spare, neither have ye pity: 6 Slay utterly old and young, both maids, and 

little children, and women: but come not near any man upon whom is the mark; and begin at my 

sanctuary. Then they began at the ancient men which were before the house. 

• Sabbath is Seal  
Eze. 20:20; 20 And hallow my sabbaths; and they shall be a sign between me and you, that ye 

may know that I am the Lord your God. 

GC 640:1; The enemies of God's law, from the ministers down to the least among them, have a 

new conception of truth and duty. Too late they see that the Sabbath of the fourth 

commandment is the seal of the living God. Too late they see the true nature of their spurious 

sabbath and the sandy foundation upon which they have been building. They find that they have 

been fighting against God. Religious teachers have led souls to perdition while professing to 

guide them to the gates of Paradise. Not until the day of final accounts will it be known how 

great is the responsibility of men in holy office and how terrible are the results of their 

unfaithfulness. Only in eternity can we rightly estimate the loss of a single soul. Fearful will be 

the doom of him to whom God shall say: Depart, thou wicked servant. 

8T 117: In God's word we are shown the consequences of proclaiming the third angel's message. 

“The dragon was wroth with the woman, and went to make war with the remnant of her seed, 

which keep the commandments of God, and have the testimony of Jesus Christ.” Revelation 

12:17. A refusal to obey the commandments of God, and a determination to cherish hatred 

against those who proclaim these commandments, leads to the most determined war on the 

part of the dragon, whose whole energies are brought to bear against the commandment-

keeping people of God. “He causeth all, both small and great, rich and poor, free and bond, to 

receive a mark in their right hand, or in their foreheads: and that no man might buy or sell, save 

he that had the mark, or the name of the beast, or the number of his name.” Revelation 13:16, 

17. 

 

The sign, or seal, of God is revealed in the observance of the seventh-day Sabbath, the Lord's 

memorial of creation. “The Lord spake unto Moses, saying, Speak thou also unto the children of 

Israel, saying, Verily My Sabbaths ye shall keep: for it is a sign between Me and you throughout 

your generations; that ye may know that I am the Lord that doth sanctify you.” Exodus 31:12, 

13. Here the Sabbath is clearly designated as a sign between God and His people. 

 



The mark of the beast is the opposite of this—the observance of the first day of the week. This 

mark distinguishes those who acknowledge the supremacy of the papal authority from those 

who acknowledge the authority of God. 

• Qualifications: Reflect image of Jesus fully; No sin  
EW 71:1, 2  “I also saw that many do not realize what they must be in order to live in the sight of 

the Lord without a high priest in the sanctuary through the time of trouble. Those who receive 

the seal of the living God and are protected in the time of trouble must reflect the image of 

Jesus fully. 

I saw that many were neglecting the preparation so needful and were looking to the time of 

“refreshing” and the “latter rain” to fit them to stand in the day of the Lord and to live in His 

sight. Oh, how many I saw in the time of trouble without a shelter! They had neglected the 

needful preparation; therefore they could not receive the refreshing that all must have to fit 

them to live in the sight of a holy God. Those who refuse to be hewed by the prophets and fail 

to purify their souls in obeying the whole truth, and who are willing to believe that their 

condition is far better than it really is, will come up to the time of the falling of the plagues, and 

then see that they needed to be hewed and squared for the building. But there will be no time 

then to do it and no Mediator to plead their cause before the Father. Before this time the 

awfully solemn declaration has gone forth, “He that is unjust, let him be unjust still: and he 

which is filthy, let him be filthy still: and he that is righteous, let him be righteous still: and he 

that is holy, let him be holy still.” I saw that none could share the “refreshing” unless they obtain 

the victory over every besetment, over pride, selfishness, love of the world, and over every 

wrong word and action. We should, therefore, be drawing nearer and nearer to the Lord and be 

earnestly seeking that preparation necessary to enable us to stand in the battle in the day of the 

Lord. Let all remember that God is holy and that none but holy beings can ever dwell in His 

presence.” 

• Not remember sin – blotted  
Heb. 10:14-17;  

5T 475, 476;  

GC 485, 620;  

PP 202 

• Completed just before probation closes - Eze. 9:1-7; EW 279:2 – 280:1 

MARRIAGE OF THE LAMB - REV. 19:7-9 (Lamb = Christ - John 1:29) 

• Lamb’s Wife = Holy City - Rev. 21:9, 10; GC 426:2 to 427:1 

• Receives Kingdom at Close of mediation - Dan. 7:13, 14; GC 480:0 

• Guests (saints) garments inspected = Invest. Judgment Matt. 22:11-14; GC 428:1 

• Wedding garment = Robe of Christ’s righteousness - Rev. 19:8; GC 428:1 

• Wedding conducted in sanctuary – most holy place – EW 251:1; 280:1 

• Saints attend marriage by faith - Matt. 25:10; GC 427:1 

• Returns for wedding feast with us - Luke 12:35-37; Matt. 26:29; GC 427:1 

CLOSE OF PROBATION - REV. 22:11; ZEPH. 2:1-3; MARK 13:33-37 (2T 190, 191) 

• Every case settled - Spirit withdrawn - Gen. 6:3; GC 613:2; 614:1; PP 201:2 



• Exact time not perceived by world – Continue form of religion - GC 615:1 

• Jesus leaves Most Holy Place & lays confessed sin on Satan – Dan. 12:1; EW 280 

• Changes from priestly to kingly attire – Plagues – Isa. 59:17, 18; EW 281 

• Day of the Lord begins - Joel 2:11; Amos 5:18, 20; Zeph. 1:14, 18; GC 310, 311 

GREAT TIME OF TROUBLE 

• Begins at close of probation - Dan. 12:1; GC 614:1 

• Whole world involved in ruin & destruction - GC 614:1, 2 

• Saints blamed for trouble - GC 614:3 (Compare 1 Kings 17:1; 18:17, 18) 

• Not store food - God provide bread & water - Isa. 33:16; EW 56:2; 1T 206:1 

• Righteous live without Intercessor - Isa. 59:16; GC 614:1 

• Ends at Second Coming with 7th plague - Job 38:22, 23 

SEVEN LAST PLAGUES - REV. 15 & 16; ISA. 28:21; 26:20, 21; 59:16-18 

• Begin at close of probation - GC 627:3; EW 52:1 

• Plagues are not universal - GC 628:2 

• Most awful scourges ever known to mortals - GC 629:0 

• Wicked search in vain for truth – Amos 8:11, 12; EW 281:1 

• Saints suffer but not perish - Ps. 121:5-7; 91:3-10; Isa. 26:20; GC 629 

• Shortened for elect’s sake - GC 631:0 (Compare Matt. 24:21, 22) 

DEATH DECREE – REV. 13:15 (Compare John 11:50; Dan. 3:5, 10, 11) 

• Passed after close of probation - GC 615:1, 2 

• Plagues enrage wicked against saints & pass decree - EW 36:2 - 37:0 

• Passed throughout world - Rev.13:3; PK 512; EW 282:2 - 283:0; GC 604:2 

• Sign to leave all cities & villages & flee to mountains - GC 626:1 

• Determined to strike in 1 night, but saints delivered - GC 635, 636 

• No righteous will die after decree - 9T 17:1 

• Angels fight for saints in form of men - GC 631:1; EW 283:0 

• Decree begins time of Jacob’s trouble- GC 615-616; LS 117:1 

TIME OF JACOB’S TROUBLE - JER. 30:7 

• Begins at death decree - GC 615:2 to 616:1 

• A time of mental anguish – Fear every sin not confessed - GC 616:2, 619 

• Angels provide saints with food & water - Isa. 33:16; EW 282:2 

• Saints cry day & night for deliverance - Ends trouble – EW 283:2 

ARMAGEDDON - Begins at 6th plague - Rev.16:12-16; 19:11-19; JOEL 3:2, 9-16 

• Earth is battlefield - Rev.16:14; R&H May 13, 1902 

• All take sides - God & law-keepers or Satan & apostates – 7BC 982, 983 

• Evil angels & men battle Jesus & angels - Rev. 16:14; 19:11, 14, 19; 7BC 982 

• Religious phase - Rev. 12:17; 16:14-17; 7BC 983; GC 582 - Between good & evil 



• Angels fight for righteous - Rev. 19:14; GC 631:1; 6T: 406 

• Sabbath is great issue in conflict - 7BC 983; 6T 352; GC 582 

• Military phase - Nation’s armaments - 7BC 967; GC 642; 6T 14 

• God’s artillery - hail stones - 57 lbs. - Rev.16:21; Job 38:22, 23 

• Ends at Second Advent - GC 641, 642 

DELIVERANCE OF GOD’S PEOPLE - MAL. 3:17; PS. 27:5 

• Saints cry day & night for deliverance - EW 283:1- 285:0 

• Comes as time to carry out death decree nears - GC 635 

• Delivered at midnight - Job 34:20; GC 636:2 

• 144,000 living saints at that time - EW 15:0 

• Sun shines at midnight, Moon stands still - EW 285:1 

• Earthquake of 7th plague frees imprisoned saints - EW 285:1 

• Wicked turn on one another and on ministers - Jer. 23:1, 2; GC 655, 656 

SPECIAL RESURRECTION - DAN. 12:2 

• Righteous who died in 3rd angel’s message since 1844 - GC 637:2 

• Those who pierced Jesus – Rev. 1:7; GC 643:1, 2 

• Most violent opposers of truth - GC 637:2 

• TABLES OF THE LAW APPEAR IN THE SKY 

• During 7th plague (earthquake) Rev. 11:19 (16:8); GC 639:1 

DAY AND HOUR OF CHRIST’S COMING ANNOUNCED 

Announced by voice of God - Joel 2:11; GC 640:2 

SECOND COMING OF CHRIST 

• Small black cloud appears in Eastern sky - GC 640:3 (Orion - EW 41) 

• Jesus appears in clouds - Rev. 1:7; GC 641:0-1 

FIRST RESURRECTION - RIGHTEOUS DEAD 

• Voice of God call dead to awake - 1 Thess. 4:15-17; 1 Cor. 15:21-23 

• Come from grave - same stature as died, but no blemishes; Little 

• children placed in mother’s arms - 1 Cor.15:51-57; GC 644:2 - 645:1 

WICKED SLAIN BY BRIGHTNESS OF HIS COMING 

2 Thess. 2:8; Isa. 11:4; GC 656:2; 657:2 

SAINTS TAKEN TO HEAVEN 

• Resurrected & living saints meet Christ in air - 1 Thess. 4:17 

• Taken to heaven in cloudy chariot in 7 days - EW 16:2; 288:0 

• On sea of glass, saints receive crowns & harps - James 1:12; EW 288:1 

• Jesus opens Holy City, gates, & saints enter - Rev. 22:14; EW 288:1 



• Gather before white throne and see those won for Christ - GC 647:1 

• The two Adams meet - GC 647:2 

• Marriage supper - Table miles long laden with fruit - EW 19:1 

MILLENNIUM - 1000 YEARS 

• Earth desolate - Jer. 4:23-27; Rev. 20:1-3; GC 657:3 - 660:2 

• Satan bound - Banished as scapegoat - Lev. 16:21; GC 658 

• Saints in heaven judging wicked - 1 Cor. 6:2, 3; Rev. 20:4; EW 291:0 

EVENTS AT END OF MILLENNIUM 

• Jesus & redeemed return to earth - Zech. 14:5; GC 662:1; EW 291:1 

• Wicked dead raised (2nd resurrection) - John 5:28, 29; Rev. 20:5 

• Christ descends upon Mt. Olives - Zech. 14:4; GC 662:3; EW 291:1 

• Holy City descends to Mt. Olives - Rev. 21:2; GC 663:0; EW 291:1 

• Christ & saints enter Holy City - Rev. 22:14; GC 663:0 

• Devil loosed & gathers wicked for battle – Rev. 20:7-9; GC 663:1, 664:1 

• Skillful men make implements of war - EW 293:2; GC 664:2 

• Gates of city closed by Christ’s command - GC 664:3 

• Christ coronated on throne above city - GC 665:1, 666:1 

• Books of Judgment opened - Rev. 20:11, 12; GC 666:2 

• Panoramic Scenes of Great Controversy in the sky - GC 666:3 - 668:4 

• Satan bows to Christ’s supremacy - GC 670:2 

• Wicked turn against Satan & his agents - Eze. 28:6-8, 16-19; GC 672 

• Hell fire devours Satan & wicked - Ps. 11:6; Rev. 20:9, 10, 13-15; 

• Jude 14, 15; Mal. 4:1, 3; 2 Pet. 3:7; GC 672:1- 673 

• Some suffer days, some a moment - Rev. 20:10; Luke 12:47-49; GC 673; EW 294 

• Satan suffers greater & much longer than people - Rev. 20:10; EW 291:0 

• Earth purified & recreated - 2 Pet. 3:12, 13; GC 674:1; EW 295:1 

• Saints inherit earth - Ps. 37:9-11, 29; Isa. 45:18; Rev. 21:7 

• Conditions of New Earth - Rev. 21:1-7; 21:1-5; Isa. 65:17-25; 35:1-10 

• Space travel to other worlds by saints - EW 40:0 

• One reminder of sin remains – Christ’s wounds – Hab. 3:4; Zech. 13:6; GC 674:2 


