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June 18, 1894
Harmony With Apostate Powers a Sign of Enmity to God

God has made provision in Jesus Christ that we shall keep the commandments of God.
In this age of the world the powers of apostasy are seeking in every way to entice men
into disobedience. The very work that Satan did in Eden he is doing today. He
persuaded Adam and Eve that God had withheld some great good from them, and, while
insinuating that God had not their welfare at heart, he pretended to have a deep interest
in their advancement. Satan's falsehood prevailed; he succeeded in winning their
confidence through promising them a greater breadth of knowledge than they had yet
attained, even declaring that they should be as gods. God had placed upon them a very
slight test. They were simply prohibited from partaking of one tree in the midst of the
garden. Yet a violation of this one slight prohibition resulted in the fall of the human
race. Though the action might be accounted small, yet it was disobedience and
transgression; and; when weighed in God's balances, it was seen to be a most heinous
sin. Adam's disobedience to God was the result of unbelief and ingratitude, and led him
to take his position on the side of the great apostate, in giving credence to Satan's
statements rather than to the word of God.

The history of Adam's transgression is before the human family, and is written for our
admonition and warning, that we may realize how terrible is the sin of violating the
least commandment of God.

We have full light upon the fact of how the Lord regarded Adam's transgression, and yet
men presume to violate the fourth commandment. After the Lord created the world in
six days, he rested on the seventh day, and sanctified the day of his rest, and bade men
observe the day of rest throughout all generations. And yet men are repeating Adam's
transgression, and are entering into a confederacy with Satan to war against God, in
trampling upon the Sabbath institution. The church and the world are choosing Satan for
their god and sovereign, and setting aside the God that made heaven and earth and all
things that are therein.

Man lost his righteousness through transgression, and "God so loved the world, that he
gave his only-begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have
everlasting life." Through the righteousness of Christ, our substitute and surety, our
obedience to God's commandments is made acceptable. Christ clothed his divinity with
humanity, and endured the test upon the point of appetite, ambition, and love of the
world, thus making it possible for man to keep the commandments of God through his
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imputed righteousness. Through faith in Christ, man becomes partaker of the divine
nature, and is complete in him, as long as he walks in the light. But when light has come
to a soul that has been in darkness in regard to the binding claims of the law of God, and
the transgressor refuses to walk in the light, he is guilty before God, and is charged with
apostasy. He chooses that sin shall have dominion over him, and therefore the penalty
of the law is upon him. By his continued transgression he reveals the fact that he is at
enmity with God, that his heart is carnal, and not subject to the law of God. He repeats
the transgression of Adam, accepts the insinuations of the fallen foe, takes his place on
the side of the man of sin, and exalts Satan above God. In refusing the light, he becomes
one with the ranks of apostasy, and chooses to act with the confederacy of Satan.

It was necessary that Christ should take upon him our nature, in order to prove the
falsity of Satan's statements. The apostate cast contempt upon the law of God, and
declared that it was impossible for men to keep God's commandment, which had been
preordained in the counsels of heaven. Therefore Christ became man's representative
and surety, thus demonstrating to heavenly intelligences, to unfallen worlds, and to the
human race, that, through cooperation with divine agencies, humanity could be pure and
holy. By partaking of the divine nature they could meet the demand of a perfect and
holy law. Of Christ it is written: "He is able also to save them to the uttermost that come
unto God by him, seeing he ever liveth to make intercession for them. For such an high
priest became us, who is holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners, and made
higher than the heavens."

Adam failed to obey the commandments of God. Shall the sons and daughters of Adam
continue in transgression, and also fail to obey? No one can enter into life who persists
in disloyalty, since Christ was given to our world that he might save his people from
their sins. When the young man came to Christ, saying, "Good Master, what good thing
shall I do, that I may have eternal life?" Jesus said to him, "If thou wilt enter into life,
keep the commandments." It was not possible for the young man, or for anyone, to keep
the commandments of God except through the merit of Jesus Christ. Without the
shedding of the blood of Christ there could be no remission of sin, no imputation of the
righteousness of Christ to the believing sinner. Christ endured the penalty of sin in his
own body on the cross, and fulfilled all righteousness. The merit of the righteousness of
Christ is the only ground upon which the sinner may hope for a title to eternal life; for
Christ hath given himself for us, an offering and sacrifice to God, as a sweet-smelling
savor. An infinite price was paid for man's redemption, not that he might be saved in his
sins, not to make void the law of God. Paul says: "Do we then make void the law of
God through faith? God forbid; yea, we establish the law." For though "by the deeds of
the law there shall no flesh be justified in his sight," yet the righteousness of God, which
is by faith of Jesus Christ, is witnessed by the law and the prophets.



How strange it is that the church and the world are joined together in a confederacy to
do a work that God has especially prohibited! They disobey the commandments of God
with impunity. The prohibition of God in the Garden of Eden was disregarded by Adam
and Eve, and the most terrible consequences resulted. The Lord is placing the same test
upon the human family today, and proving them by bringing to their attention the
Sabbath, which is a memorial of God's creative power. In this memorial God testifies to
the world and to heavenly intelligences that he made the world in six days, and rested--
on the first day?--No, but on the seventh day. The same instruction comes to us today as
when the Lord spoke to the children of Israel, saying, "Verily my Sabbaths ye shall
keep; for it is a sign between me and you throughout your generations."

The Lord sends messengers of truth to the people; but when he brings words of stern
truth to bear upon their consciences, there are many who are in no way pleased or
grateful. The message of truth disturbs them in their ease-loving service of God, and
they do not like the rugged, thorny path that is pointed out to them. They do not wish to
separate from the world, to practice self-denial and self-sacrifice, and to attain unto the
likeness of Christ. They desire to live at peace, and glorify self, and do not wish to
identify their interest with that of Jesus Christ. They count that separation from the
pleasures of the world, separation from the world's careless neglect of piety and
devotion, is too heavy a cross for them to bear.

In rejection of light the hearts of men are hardened, and they finally unite with the
agencies of apostasy in a work of compelling the conscience of those who do not agree
with them, in persecuting and putting to death those who love God and keep his
commandments. But the Lord says to his chosen people: "Behold, I send you forth as
sheep in the midst of wolves; be ye therefore wise as serpents, and harmless as doves.
But beware of men; for they will deliver you up to the councils, and they will scourge
you in their synagogues; and ye shall be brought before governors and kings for my
sake, for a testimony against them and the Gentiles. But when they deliver you up, take
no thought how or what ye shall speak; for it shall be given you in that same hour what
ye shall speak. For it is not ye that speak, but the Spirit of your Father which speaketh in
you. And the brother shall deliver up the brother to death, and the father the child; and
the children shall rise up against their parents, and cause them to be put to death. And ye
shall be hated of all men for my name's sake; but he that endureth to the end shall be
saved.... And fear not them which kill the body, but are not able to kill the soul; but
rather fear him which is able to destroy both soul and body in hell.... Whosoever
therefore shall confess me before men, him will I confess also before my Father which
is in heaven."



The remnant people of God are to endure persecutions. "And the dragon was wroth with
the woman, and went to make war with the remnant of her seed, which keep the
commandments of God, and have the testimony of Jesus Christ." They are to give the
warning message against the power represented by "the beast." The prophet says of this
power, which represents the Papacy: "There was given unto him a mouth speaking great
things and blasphemies; and power was given unto him to continue forty and two
months. And he opened his mouth in blasphemy against God, to blaspheme his name,
and his tabernacle, and them that dwell in heaven. And it was given unto him to make
war with the saints, and to overcome them; and power was given him over all kindreds,
and tongues, and nations. And all that dwell upon the earth shall worship him, whose
names are not written in the book of life of the Lamb slain from the foundation of the
world." The remnant church of God are to give the warning of the third angel to the
world: "If any man worship the beast and his image, and receive his mark in his
forehead, or in his hand, the same shall drink of the wine of the wrath of God, which is
poured out without mixture into the cup of his indignation."

The church of God, despised and persecuted by the world, are educated and disciplined
in the school of Christ. They walk in narrow paths on earth; they are purified in the
furnace of afflictions. For Jesus' sake they endure opposition, hatred, calumny. They
follow Christ through sore conflicts; they endure self-denial, and experience bitter
disappointments; but their painful experience teaches them the guilt and woe of sin, and
they look upon it with abhorrence. Being partakers of Christ's sufferings, they are
destined to be partakers of his glory. In holy vision the prophet saw the triumph of the
people of God. He says: "I saw as it were a sea of glass mingled with fire; and them that
had gotten the victory over the beast, and over his image, and over his mark, and over
the number of his name, stand on the sea of glass, having the harps of God. And they
sing the song of Moses the servant of God, and the song of the Lamb, saying, Great and
marvelous are thy works, Lord God Almighty; just and true are thy ways, thou King of
saints."



June 25, 1894
One Cause of Suffering

Why is it that there is so much suffering in our world? One reason is that the rich do not
fulfill their God-given responsibilities, and, as good stewards of the grace of God, make
distribution for the wants of the poor. Men have perverted their God-given powers, and
think only of how they may accumulate wealth. There are thousands of rich people who
have every luxury, and do not know what to do with their possessions. They make their
bodies idols, and heap treasure upon themselves. The rich and the poor have been
represented in the Bible in the parable of the rich man and Lazarus. Those who do not
deal out their bread to the hungry, clothe the naked, and bring the poor that are cast out
into their houses, are committing the sin of Sodom. The iniquity of Sodom was pride,
fullness of bread, and abundance of idleness, neither did they strengthen the hands of
the poor and needy. The Lord says, "They were haughty, and committed abomination
before me; therefore I took them away as I saw good."

Idleness is sin. To every man and woman God has given his or her work, and all are to
employ their time in doing good to others. Through luxury and haughtiness, hard-
heartedness and inconsiderate thoughtlessness are developed in the character, and these
are found in a large degree among those who hold high positions in the world. Those
who have an abundance have little sympathy for the hungry, the naked, and the
homeless.

What true satisfaction can persons have who load their bodies with costly jewels, while
there are thousands destitute, shivering in their nakedness, crying to God in their hunger
and distress! Oh, that those who deck themselves with jewels, and make idols of
themselves, might see how they appear in the eyes of their Creator! Oh, that they might
realize how the Saviour, who has died for them, looks upon them, witnessing every
extravagance, and contrasting it with the destitution of the poor, who cry unto him, and
who cry not in vain! Not one who decks himself with jewels and costly array will stand
before God guiltless. No one can turn from the truth, violate justice, give up integrity,
neglect the poor, and yet flatter himself that he has not forsaken God. All idolatry of self
dishonors God, and he who dishonors God fails to benefit humanity. The eternal
principles of right and wrong are violated. Needless expenditure of means, indulgence
in extravagances, the putting on of gaudy trappings, and decking the body with flashing
jewels, is an evidence that the soul has turned from God to self, and at the last day the
poor will rise up in judgment and condemn those who have lived for the gratification of
selfish desires. The sentence will be passed that, while many were in nakedness and



starvation, the rich sinners were squandering money to gratify pride and ambition, and
by so doing degraded themselves.

A man may be lifted up because of his wealth to sit among princes; but if he has not a
living connection with the Lord Jesus Christ, he has a cheap mind, for he has lost
eternity out of his reckoning. In the sight of God he is accounted of the earth, earthy and
degraded, the slave of lust and ambition. He has sold himself to his riches, which will
soon pass away. He has bowed himself down to an idol that can no more bless him than
can the gods of wood and stone. All ungodly gain brings with it a hidden curse, and all
well-gotten gain is intrusted to the man as so much capital to be employed in doing
good to others. Rich men have the responsibility laid upon them of feeding the hungry,
clothing the naked, educating the fatherless, and helping the widows in their necessity.
If they neglect this work, they neglect Christ in the person of his saints.

The destiny of souls will be decided by that which we have done or left undone. Jesus
says: "When the Son of Man shall come in his glory, and all the holy angels with him,
then shall he sit upon the throne of his glory; and before him shall be gathered all
nations; and he shall separate them one from another, as a shepherd divideth his sheep
from the goats; and he shall set the sheep on his right hand, but the goats on the left.
Then shall the King say unto them on his right hand, Come, ye blessed of my Father,
inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world; for I was a
hungered, and ye gave me meat; I was thirsty, and ye gave me drink; I was a stranger,
and ye took me in; naked, and ye clothed me; I was sick, and ye visited me; I was in
prison, and ye came unto me. Then shall the righteous answer him, saying, Lord, when
saw we thee ahungered, and fed thee? or thirsty, and gave thee drink? When saw we
thee a stranger, and took thee in? or naked, and clothed thee? Or when saw we thee sick,
or in prison, and came unto thee? And the King shall answer and say unto them, Verily I
say unto you, Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye
have done it unto me."

The larger the intrusted wealth, the greater the responsibility. He who had large supplies
yet who failed to succor the needy, will have large retribution. Justice will come upon
the possessor of wealth if he has selfishly withheld it from those who needed its benefit.
The condemnation that will come upon him who had great gifts will be that it was in his
power to do good, to relieve the suffering, and he failed to do it. If men would keep the
commandments of God, they would practice mercy and the love of God. Man would be
upright in his dealings with his fellow-man; but he who serves not God places no
restrictions upon his ambitions, and gives himself up wholly to covetousness, and thus
he ruins his soul. He becomes miserable and discontented and unsatisfied, because he
would grasp more of the world's wealth than he can get in his possession; and thus the



more the covetous rich man has, the more miserable he becomes.

Those who would be happy, who would be a blessing to the world, must make the Bible
their standard of character, and work in Christ's lines. Can it be possible that those who
have riches and who spend money only for the gratification of self, have Bibles? If they
have, do they read them? Have they read of the foolish rich man, who was abundantly
blessed of God? Why?--In order to test and prove him, and make it manifest that he was
not a character that could be trusted with eternal riches. What did the rich man do?--Just
what many today are doing. Instead of opening his eyes to see the suffering around him,
instead of opening his ears to hear their cry of distress, instead of appropriating his
goods to supply their deficiencies, he said: "What shall I do, because 1 have no room
where to bestow my fruits? And he said, This will I do; I will pull down my barns, and
build greater; and there will I bestow all my fruits and my goods. And I will say to my
soul, Soul, thou hast much goods laid up for many years; take thine ease, eat, drink, and
be merry." But what decision does the Lord make in regard to this disposal of
matters?--"But God said unto him, Thou fool, this night thy soul shall be required of
thee; then whose shall those things be, which thou hast provided? So is he that layeth up
treasure for himself, and 1s not rich toward God."

What will be the reward of those who spend their money in extravagance? These
persons have souls, which Christ has purchased with his own blood, and if they are
saved at all, they must be saved through God's appointed way. Their bodies may be
weighed down with jewels, with gold and silver, but will this enhance their value in the
sight of God? Will this purchase for them the crown of eternal life, that fadeth not
away? Will this buy for them the exceeding and eternal weight of glory, that eye hath
not seen, nor ear heard, that hath not entered into the heart of man, that God hath
prepared for them that love him? God has prepared indescribable glories for them that
love not gold, not display, not extravagance, not luxuries and ornaments, but that love
him. Those who love God with all their hearts, and their neighbor as themselves, will
reap the eternal reward.

But not only in the world is the love of riches prevalent, but even in the church gold and
silver have been made an idol of. There are many who profess the Saviour's name who
have not helped the poor, nor strengthened the needy, nor regarded him who was ready
to perish. The people of God are commissioned to be laborers together with God. Have
the offerings of the church been made in proportion to the fields that cry for help? Has
the love of Christ constrained those who profess his name to give to advance the gospel
message in home and foreign mission fields? To every soul the reward will be, not
according to profession, but according to what has been done. Actions will measure the
love you have for Christ and for perishing souls. Christ will say to you, whatever has



been your course, "Inasmuch as ye have done it [or did it not] unto one of the least of
these my brethren, ye have done it unto me."



July 2, 1894
Duty of the Rich Man to His Neighbor

The following clipping will show the way in which some of those who have great
possessions recklessly squander means for the gratification of pride and ambition, and
forget that they must also give an account to God for the entrusted talents he has given
them:

One of the most significant economic events in some time was the Astor-Willing
wedding in Philadelphia last week. To use one of Dr. Holmes' expressions, the
impression which its descriptions left upon the mind was not that it was brilliant with
gold, but heavy with bullion. Here are a few sentences from the account of it in one of
our New York papers; "The Willing mansion was changed to a palace of roses.... No
bride or bridesmaids ever wore more expensive dresses.... The day's ceremonies may be
estimated to have cost between $25,000 and $30,000.... Probably never before have
bridal gifts been so numerous and costly.... The tiara of diamonds which was the
groom's gift to the bride is probably unsurpassed by any in America.... The elder Mr.
Astor's gift to his daughter-in-law was a double bowknot of diamonds, from which is
hanging a huge brilliant, and a diamond necklace and crescent of diamonds and
sapphires four inches long. The present of the groom's mother was five diamond stars,
each as large as a silver half dollar, inclosed in a massive box of solid silver, and eight
silver dishes, each about three feet long, modeled after her own service....

"The wedding presents represented $2,000,000. So much then for the day. Now as to the
young people's start in life: Preceding their trip to Europe, Mr. Astor and his bride will
spend about three weeks cruising in Mr. William Astor's yacht Nourmahal, in Florida
waters. Despite the fact that her furnishings were scarcely worn and almost new, the
boat was refurnished out and out with the most costly and magnificent furniture that
money could secure. The complement of officers is fifty-two men, not including
servants and personal attendants. It takes from $8,000 to $10,000 per month to keep her
in service, besides the cost of food and wines." Twenty-five thousand dollars for the
day's ceremony, two million dollars worth of presents, a cruise in a half-idle yacht
costing ten thousand dollars per month to maintain. When we read this we are reminded
of Thackeray's description of the extravagance of the prince regent during the
Napoleonic wars. If he had been a manufacturing town, or populous rural district, or an
army of five thousand men, he would not have cost more. The nation gave him more
money, and more and more. The sum is past counting.



Looked at soberly, the sums lavished upon our American commoners are as disgraceful
to our institutions as were the squanderings of the prince regent to those of England. If
the scandal is less, it is because the disastrous concentration of hereditary wealth has as
yet awakened less serious thought among us than the disastrous concentration of
hereditary power had awakened in England. In the case of the Astors, quite as much as
of the prince regent, the enormous sums expended are the gift of the nation, obtained
without compensating services on the part of the recipients. The burden upon the labor
of the country is as great, the benefit of the comfort or culture or character of the
recipients is as small.

The Lord Jehovah is the Benefactor of the universe. He is of tender compassion, full of
goodness, and his love is toward suffering humanity. The Psalmist says: "The eyes of all
wait upon Thee; and Thou givest them their meat in due season. Thou openest thine
hand, and satisfiest the desire of every living thing." The only begotten Son of God,
who was the exalted Commander of heaven, who received the adoration of the angels,
though he was rich, yet for our sakes he left the royal throne, departed from the
heavenly courts, laid aside his royal robes, and for our sakes became poor, that we
through his poverty might be rich. He announced his mission in Nazareth, saying: "The
Spirit of the Lord God is upon me; because the Lord hath anointed me to preach good
tidings unto the meek; he hath sent me to bind up the broken-hearted, to proclaim
liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison to them that are bound; to proclaim
the acceptable year of the Lord." Did Christ make a mistake in not seeking for worldly
popularity, in not making a great display?

In the clipping presented in this article the question of why there is so much suffering in
the world is in a great part answered. Why is there so much hunger, nakedness,
ignorance, and degradation?--It is because the word of God is disregarded, the law of
God i1s transgressed. The Lord Jesus, who knew the value of man, gave his life to
redeem him from the slavery of sin and Satan. He has lifted his voice in warning to the
sons of men. He says: "Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth and
rust doth corrupt, and where thieves break through and steal; but lay up for yourselves
treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where thieves do not
break through nor steal; for where your treasure is, there will your heart be also." Men
are not careful to be the doers of the words of Christ; and this is why so much sin,
misery, and want prevail in the world. He says again: "No man can serve two masters;
for either he will hate the one, and love the other; or else he will hold to the one, and
despise the other. Ye cannot serve God and mammon. Therefore I say unto you, Take
no thought for your life, what ye shall eat, or what ye shall drink; nor yet for your body,
what ye shall put on. Is not the life more than meat, and the body more than raiment?
Behold the fowls of the air; for they sow not, neither do they reap, nor gather into barns;
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yet your heavenly Father feedeth them. Are ye not much better than they? Which of you
by taking thought can add one cubit unto his stature? And why take ye thought for
raiment? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow; they toil not, neither do they
spin; and yet I say unto you, That even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like
one of these. Wherefore, if God so clothe the grass of the field, which today is, and
tomorrow is cast into the oven, shall he not much more clothe you, O ye of little faith?"

"And, behold, a certain lawyer stood up, and tempted him, saying, Master, what shall I
do to inherit eternal life? And he said unto him, What is written in the law? how readest
thou? And he answering said, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and
with all thy soul, and with all thy strength, and with all thy mind; and thy neighbor as
thyself. And he said unto him, Thou has answered right; this do, and thou shalt live. But
he, willing to justify himself, said unto Jesus, And who is my neighbor? And Jesus
answering said, A certain man went down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell among
thieves, which stripped him of his raiment, and wounded him, and departed, leaving him
half dead. And by chance there came down a certain priest that way; and when he saw
him, he passed by on the other side. And likewise a Levite, when he was at the place,
came and looked on him, and passed by on the other side. But a certain Samaritan, as he
journeyed, came where he was; and when he saw him, he had compassion on him, and
went to him, and bound up his wounds, pouring in oil and wine, and set him on his own
beast, and brought him to an inn, and took care of him. And on the morrow when he
departed, he took out twopence, and gave them to the host, and said unto him, Take care
of him; and whatsoever thou spendest more, when I come again, I will repay thee.
Which now of these three, thinkest thou, was neighbor unto him that fell among
thieves? And he said, He that showed mercy on him. Then said Jesus unto him, Go, and
do thou likewise."

Jesus marked out in a plain way the line of conduct that we all should pursue. We are to
love God supremely, and our neighbors as ourselves. The question asked by the lawyer
is of importance to each one of us, and the answer is plain and decided, so that no man
need walk in darkness, because he has the light. The whole duty of man is comprised in
keeping the first four and the last six commandments. The Spirit that prompts men to
reveal in life the love of God will also make a man an obedient member of the heavenly
family. If men love worldly things, name, position, wealth, or any object that leads them
to forget God, they love that which makes them idolaters. Nothing should be permitted
to so hold the affections that God is thrust out of the mind. The second commandment
will be easily disobeyed if the first is not kept. Supreme love of God will sanctify the
affections, and the fruit of love to God will be love to mankind. Those who have been
tested and proved on this matter of loving others as themselves, will be pronounced
meet for an inheritance with the saints in light. They will not become exalted, as did
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Lucifer in the courts of light. They will not create rebellion in heaven, because another
has a brighter crown than they have. Heaven will be the home of the pure and undefiled,
and those who reach that home of joy will feel rich, receiving a reward that they do not
in the least feel that they deserve.
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July 9, 1894
Failure of the Rich in Bearing the Test

Jesus has said, "He that gathereth not with me, scattereth." Who is with Christ in the
manner in which they treat the poor and suffering? Jesus has said again, "If any man
will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me." "So
shall ye be my disciples." In what contrast to the manner of Christ in his humiliation is
the manner of those who exalt themselves, and have no care for the needy around them!
The rich people of the world are called the great ones, but what does the Creator call
them? Thousands and even millions of dollars have been expended in extravagant
display, by those who do not know what to do with their abundant means, while at the
same time thousands are starving for bread, thousands living in comfortless homes, who
are naked and destitute. The souls of the poor are just as valuable in the sight of God as
the souls of the rich. The riches of the world belong to God, and he does not estimate
men by the amount of money they possess. God intrusts money to men in order that he
may see what use they will make of it.

Those who expend their money for self-gratification are only living on husks. What
comfort can they take in looking upon their decorated persons, when the poor are all
about them, suffering for the necessities of life? How can they desire to load themselves
down with treasures, which are necessary neither for comfort, health, or happiness,
when, if they distributed their treasures in a wise way, they might make many
comfortable who cry in want and suffering, who are dying for the want of proper food
and shelter? The cry of the destitute enters into the ears of the Lord of Sabaoth. He will
call for an account from everyone who has shut up the bowels of mercy and
compassion.

The Lord has imparted his goods in abundance, and if men and women possessed the
attributes of Christ's character, they would not heap up for themselves treasures, and fail
to provide homes for the orphans, schooling for the poor, and food and clothing for the
needy. What will rich men do in the judgment when they have failed to be good
stewards of the grace of God? "Then shall he also say unto them on his left hand, Depart
from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his angels; for [ was
ahungered, and ye gave me no meat; [ was thirsty, and ye gave me no drink; I was a
stranger, and ye took me not in; naked, and ye clothed me not; sick, and in prison, and
ye visited me not. Then shall they also answer him, saying, Lord, when saw we thee
ahungered, or athirst, or a stranger, or naked, or sick, or in prison, and did not minister
unto thee? Then shall he answer them, saying, Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye did
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it not to one of the least of these, ye did it not to me."

"God so loved the world, that he gave his only-begotten Son, that whosoever believeth
in him should not perish, but have everlasting life." Life and immortality are brought to
light through the gospel. He that is the way, the truth, and the life, has illuminated the
track that leads heavenward. He came to our world to identify his interest with that of
suffering humanity, to demonstrate before the world the goodness, mercy, and love of
God to fallen man. In him dwelt all the fullness of the Godhead bodily. The requirement
of God concerning those that shall enter the pearly gates, is that they be like Jesus, that
they bear his image, and have his mind. They are to imitate his example, and live his
life.

Being and doing good is essential to Christian character. No man liveth unto himself.
All who win the precious boon of eternal life, will exemplify in life the life of Jesus
Christ. They will follow in his steps who went about doing good, and healing all who
were oppressed of the devil, who cheerfully gave his life a ransom for a lost world.

Conformity to the world and worldly attachments are forbidden by the word of God.
Paul says: "I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present
your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable
service. And be not conformed to this world; but be ye transformed by the renewing of
your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect will of
God." The Holy Spirit with the cleaver of truth has separated men from the world, that
they may go forth as missionaries for God into all the highways and byways of life.
They are not only to seek and to save those that are lost, but they are also to minister to
the wants of suffering humanity. Jesus says to them: "Love not the world, neither the
things that are in the world. If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in
him. For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the
pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world." This is the reason that they that
will be rich, lay up their treasures on earth. They love the world, and the love of the
Father is not in them. They decide to risk the consequences of disobeying Christ's words
and fully resolve to lay up treasure upon earth. "They that will be rich fall into
temptation and a snare, and into many foolish and hurtful lusts, which drown men in
destruction and perdition. For the love of money is the root of all evil; which while
some have coveted after, they have erred from the faith, and pierced themselves through
with many sorrows." "The wicked boasteth of his heart's desire, and blesseth the
covetous, whom the Lord abhorreth."

To lay plans for the gaining of worldly treasure simply that you may be rich and heap
up treasure upon earth, is not laying plans in harmony with God's will. Selfishness and
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sin are at the bottom of all such gain. Such men do not love God with all the heart and
their neighbors as themselves. Many of the human family are perishing about them, and,
though it is in their power to confer blessing upon them, they withhold the good they
could do to them, and fail to supply the necessities of those who want. But the cries of
orphans and widows come up before God. Their tears are all registered in the books of
heaven; and those who have had the opportunity to help, and yet refused the aid they
might have given, are charged in the ledger of heaven with robbery toward God, and are
sentenced as those who have oppressed and defrauded the poor.

How many have failed when they have been tested with wealth! Many have professed
the name of Christ, and have apparently lived as Christians, until their circumstances
have changed and they have come into the possession of property. Under the test and
proving of God, they have failed to bear the additional responsibility as God would have
them, and have not acted as wise stewards. Many who have previously been earnest
Christians, have begun to backslide from the time they have received a legacy, or have
been successful in some business enterprise that has brought them into possession of
greater influence and wealth. Their selfishness has been exhibited in a failure to pay
their tithes. When in poorer circumstances they have paid to God his own, but when the
tithe amounted to a large sum, when they had a greater talent whereby they might trade
for the Master, they began to rob God of his own, and place the tithes of the Lord to
their own account. They have been foolish enough to think that by this manner of
dealing with God they were enriching themselves. Some have felt greatly troubled over
their sin, and have confessed their misdoing, and resolved to pay to the Lord his own.
But when they have reckoned up the amount they owed him, Satan suggested that it was
too large a sum to be put into the treasury of the Lord, and again they have yielded to
his suggestions. They have deceived themselves with the thought that they would by
investing it have a larger sum at last to place to the Lord's account. The only safe way is
to deal with the Lord as he has directed in his word. "Blessed are they that do his
commandments, that they may have right to the tree of life, and may enter in through
the gates into the city."

15



July 16, 1894
"This Do, and Thou Shalt Live"

"And, behold, a certain lawyer stood up, and tempted him, saying, Master, what shall I
do to inherit eternal life?"

With breathless attention the large congregation awaited Jesus' answer. The priests and
Pharisees hoped to find something against him, and listened, that they might take
advantage of his words, and interpret them in such a way as to bring upon him
condemnation. But Christ, the true searcher of hearts, understood the intents and
purposes of his enemies. He turned the matter over to the lawyer who had asked the
question, saying, "What is written in the law? how readest thou?" The Jews accused
Jesus of making too little of the law, but he turned the question of salvation the lawyer
had asked to the keeping of God's commandments. And the lawyer said, "Thou shalt
love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy strength,
and with all thy mind; and thy neighbor as thyself. And he said unto him, Thou hast
answered right; this do, and thou shalt live."

The lawyer had asked a plain, decided question, and the answer is equally plain and
decided. The scribes, priests, and Pharisees could find nothing by which to put him on
trial for his life, except through the testimony of false witnesses, who accused him of
violating the law. They had thought to entangle Jesus by having the lawyer ask this
question, but the answering of it is required at the questioner's hand. Christ knew that
the lawyer was not satisfied with the position and works of the Pharisees, and, by the
answer that he made to his own question, it is evident that he had been studying the
Scriptures with a desire to obtain their real meaning. He had a vital interest in the
matter, and asked in sincerity, "What shall I do?" The answer of the lawyer,
commended by Jesus, and coming from one well instructed in the law, placed Jesus in
such a position that the priests and Pharisees could not find occasion against him. In
answering the question, "What is written in the law?" the lawyer passed over all the
mass of ceremonial and ritualistic ordinances as of no value, and presented only the two
great principles on which hang all the law and the prophets, and Jesus commended his
wisdom, and said, "This do, and thou shalt live." Jesus presented the law as a divine
unity, and showed that it is not possible to keep one precept and break another, but that
man's position in the courts above will be according to his obedience to the whole law.

In his sermon on the mount Jesus had presented the truth concerning his estimation of
the law. He had said: "Think not that I am come to destroy the law, or the prophets; I am
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not come to destroy, but to fulfill. For verily I say unto you, Till heaven and earth pass,
one jot or one tittle shall in nowise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled. Whosoever
therefore shall break one of these least commandments, and shall teach men so, he shall
be called the least in the kingdom of heaven; but whosoever shall do and teach them, the
same shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven. For ... except your righteousness
shall exceed the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, ye shall in no case enter into
the kingdom of heaven."

The views entertained by the scribes and Pharisees are still in vogue in the world, and
men think that by a partial obedience to the law, they will be cleared from sin; but Jesus
taught that if any man offended in one point, he was guilty of breaking the whole law.
The commandments are connected one with another as links in a chain, and if one link
is broken, the chain is worthless. It is impossible for a man to obtain eternal life and
break the commandments of Jehovah. Men cannot obey one commandment without
rendering obedience to all the commandments. We are to regard the whole law as holy,
just, and good. The first four precepts reveal the duty of man to God, and the last six
reveal the duty of man to his fellow-man. On these two great principles hang all the law
and the prophets; and when they are carried out in the life, they constitute the
righteousness of their keeper.

In all the instructions of Jesus, he presents before us the character of God. We are called
upon to love God with undivided heart. We are not to render to him a formal service, a
barren faith, to acknowledge his superior power in a casual way, but we are to render to
him praise and thanksgiving, and make it manifest that we are under his rule and
dominion. He will accept nothing but the whole heart, the supreme love. There must be
nothing that will draw the mind away from him. Anything that interposes itself between
God and the soul, assumes the form of an idol. Every other thing that can attract the
heart is inferior to God, and no man can serve two masters whose interests are at
variance. "Ye cannot serve God and mammon."

Jesus found himself surrounded by scribes, Pharisees, and lawyers, and the lawyer
asked him, "Who is my neighbor?" To this question Jesus presented a parable that laid
bare the sanctimonious pretensions of priests and Levites. With fearlessness and fidelity
he exposed the false doctrine of those who taught the traditions of man, and disregarded
the commandments of God. He illustrated what it means to love our neighbor as
ourselves. But he also showed that this love will never be exercised by those who do not
keep the first four precepts of the law. Where love to God is practiced, natural self-
idolatry will not exist. No man can love God supremely unless he loves his neighbor as
himself. "If a man say, I love God, and hateth his brother, he is a liar; for he that loveth
not his brother, whom he hath seen, how can he love God, whom he hath not seen?"
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Love to God is the golden chain that binds the ten precepts of Jehovah together.

To answer the question, "Who is my neighbor?" Jesus presented the parable of the good
Samaritan. He knew that the Jews included only those of their own nation under the title
of neighbors, and looked upon the Gentiles with contempt, calling them dogs,
uncircumcised, unclean, and polluted. But above all others they despised the
Samaritans. They cursed them, and would have no dealings with them. Jesus himself
had been taught, both by precept and example, thus to regard this hated people, and the
lawyer had been educated by the same kind of teaching. Yet Jesus said: "A certain man
went down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell among thieves, which stripped him of his
raiment, and wounded him, and departed, leaving him half dead."

In journeying from Jerusalem to Jericho the traveler had to pass through a portion of the
wilderness of Judea, and the road led through a wild, rocky ravine. It was here that
robbers attacked the traveler, stripped him of all that was valuable, wounding and
bruising him, and leaving him half dead by the wayside. As the sufferer lies thus, a
priest passes by, but merely glances at the wounded man; and, as he does not wish to be
put to the trouble and expense of helping him, he passes by on the other side. Then a
Levite passes. Curious to know what has happened, he stops and looks at the sufferer;
but he has no feeling of compassion to prompt him to help the dying man. He does not
like the work, and, as he thinks it is no concern of his, he too passes by. Both these men
were in sacred office, and claimed to know and to expound the Scriptures. They had
been trained in the school of national bigotry, and had become selfish, narrow, and
exclusive, and they felt no sympathy for anyone unless he was of the Jews. They look
upon the wounded man, but cannot tell whether he is of their nation or not. He might be
of the Samaritans--and they turn away. Had they not read of Job, who said, "The
stranger did not lodge in the street; but I opened my doors to the traveler"? Had they not
read of Lot, when the two angels came to Sodom, how he bowed himself to the ground,
and said, "Behold now, my lords, turn in, I pray you, into your servant's house, and tarry
all night, and wash your feet, and ye shall rise up early, and go on your ways"?

Jesus, enshrouded in the pillar of cloud and fire, had taught them a very different lesson
from the lesson they had received from bigoted and exclusive teachers. The merciful
Saviour of the Gospels was the One who had instructed the Hebrews in the wilderness;
and, had they read the Scriptures correctly, and practiced the teaching he had given,
they would have pursued a very different course of action from the one they did pursue.
The weightier matters of the law were judgment, mercy, and love. The stranger was to
be treated with kindness, and it was to be understood that strangers were under God's
special protection. Directions had been given to Moses for the children of Israel to this
effect: "If thou meet thine enemy's ox or his ass going astray, thou shalt surely bring it
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back to him again. If thou see the ass of him that hateth thee lying under his burden, and
wouldest forbear to help him, thou shalt surely help him." And was not a man better
than an ox? (Concluded next week.)
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July 23, 1894
"This Do, and Thou Shalt Live"

In the parable Jesus presented a stranger, a neighbor, a brother in suffering, wounded
and dying. How much more should their hearts have been moved with pity for him than
for a beast of burden! But, though priests and scribes had read the law, they had not
brought it into their practical life. They had read: "For The Lord your God is God of
gods, and Lord of lords, a great God, a mighty, and a terrible, which regardeth not
persons, nor taketh reward; he doth execute the judgment of the fatherless and widow,
and loveth the stranger, in giving him food and raiment. Love ye therefore the stranger;
for ye were strangers in the land of Egypt." "And if a stranger sojourn with thee in your
land, ye shall not vex him. But the stranger that dwelleth with you shall be unto you as
one born among you, and thou shalt love him as thyself; for ye were strangers in the
land of Egypt; I am the Lord your God."

In speaking of the manner in which the priest and the Levite treated the wounded man,
the lawyer had heard nothing out of harmony with his own ideas, nothing contrary to the
forms and ceremonies that he had been taught were all the law required. But Jesus
presented another scene: But a certain Samaritan, as he journeyed, came where he was;
and when he saw him, he had compassion on him, and went to him, and bound up his
wounds, pouring in oil and wine, and set him on his own beast, and brought him to an
inn, and took care of him. And on the morrow when he departed, he took out twopence,
and gave them to the host, and said unto him, Take care of him; and whatsoever thou
spendest more, when I come again, I will repay thee. Which now of these three, thinkest
thou, was neighbor unto him that fell among the thieves? And he said, He that showed
mercy on him. Then said Jesus unto him, Go, and do thou likewise."

After Christ had shown up the cruelty and selfishness manifested by the representatives
of the nation, he brought forward the Samaritan, who was despised, hated, and cursed
by the Jews, and set him before them as one who possessed attributes of character far
superior to those possessed by those who claimed exalted righteousness. The Samaritan
manifested the pity and love that the priest and Levite gave no evidence of possessing.
He gave a demonstration that he had a heart that could feel for suffering humanity, that
he had nobility of soul to show mercy to one whom he knew not, that his love was of
the right quality, flowing out in disinterested benevolence, and making him treat the
wounded stranger as he would desire to be treated were he placed in similar
circumstances.
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Everyone who claims to be a child of God should note every detail of this lesson. The
wounded and bruised sufferer was a man, and the Samaritan showed himself to be a
man. He did not stop to consider whether or not this man would be pleasant or
disagreeable, whether he was a Jew or a Gentile. He knew that he was in need of help
from humanity. "Thy neighbor" does not mean one of the church or faith to which you
belong. If our names are upon the church book, we should represent the mercy,
compassion, and tenderness of Jesus Christ, with no thought as to race, color, or class
distinction. The Samaritan realized that there was before him a human being in need and
suffering, and as soon as he sees him, he has compassion upon him.

He takes off his own garment with which to cover his nakedness, and uses the oil and
wine he has provided for his own comfort to heal and refresh the wounded man. He
forgets that he may be in danger of similar treatment from robbers by tarrying in the
place, and places the man on his beast, and moves slowly along, with even pace, so that
the stranger may not be jarred and made to suffer increased pain. He brings him to a
comfortable inn, takes care of him through the night, watching his case carefully, and in
the morning, as the suffering has improved, he ventures to leave him to the care of the
inn keeper. He hands him a sum of money, bidding him care for the stranger, and saying
that if he spends more than he has provided, he will repay him on his return.

The Samaritan followed the impulse of a kind and loving heart. Christ so presented the
scene that the most severe rebuke was placed upon the unfeeling actions of priest and
Levite. But this lesson is not only for them; but for Christians of this day, and is a
solemn warning to us that for humanity's sake we may not fail to show mercy and pity
to those who suffer. Like Judaism, Christianity has become perverted, and selfishness
and cold formality have quenched the fire of love, and dispelled the graces that would
make fragrant the character. Holding up before the lawyer the course of the Samaritan,
Jesus said to him (for he was no pretender), "Go, and do thou likewise." There are many
who are sentimental, and who are ready to weep over any tale of woe, but who do not
manifest real love in doing for the needy those things that should be done. But those
who have read this lesson, and have been benefited, will be able to distinguish real love
from sentimentalism.

In the parable of the good Samaritan, Jesus presented his own love and character. The
life of Christ was filled with works of love toward the lost and erring. In the man
bruised and wounded and stripped of his possessions, the sinner is represented. The
human family, the lost race, is pictured in the sufferer, left naked, bleeding, and
destitute. Jesus takes his own robe of righteousness to cover the soul, and whosoever
believeth in him shall not perish, but have everlasting life. The Lord Jesus gives no
encouragement to the idea that one is superior to another, and justifies no one in
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cherishing feelings of contempt or even indifference toward his fellow-men. The law of
God is the standard to which all must attain, and sinful man can obey that law only by
the merit and grace of Jesus Christ, who has died for his salvation.
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July 30, 1894
Accountability of the Rich

There is a work that must be done for the wealthy, to arouse them to a realization of
their relationship to men and their accountability to God. They must be awakened to the
fact that they are to give an account to Him who shall judge the living and the dead at
His appearing and His kingdom. Those who are rich are put under responsibility to
labor for others in the love and fear of God. But many of the rich trust in their riches,
and do not realize the danger in which they are placed. God has something to give them
of vastly more value than gold or silver or precious jewels. The soul needs to be
attracted by the things that are of enduring value. They need to understand the value of
true goodness. Jesus says unto them, "Come unto me, all ye that labor and are heavy
laden, and I will give you rest." He asks them to exchange the yoke of their own
manufacturing for his yoke, which is easy, and for his burden, which is light. He says,
"Learn of me; for [ am meek and lowly in heart; and ye shall find rest unto your souls."
He i1s calling: "If any man thirst, let him come unto me and drink." "Him that cometh
unto me | will in nowise cast out."

Those who will listen to the voice of Christ, will recognize the voice of superior
goodness, the voice of the True Shepherd. Oh, that the wealthy might feel their
responsibility to be faithful stewards of the means which God has intrusted to their care!
Oh, that they might understand that they must be agents for God, if they would meet his
approval! Oh, that they might know that they were standing upon holy ground, and
might be distinguished workers, engaging with Christ in the grand work of elevating
those whom Christ died to save!

The Lord has intrusted to human beings capabilities of talent and influence; he has
intrusted to men an abundance of money, not to be lavishly spent in selfish ways, for the
gratification of unholy desires, but for the performance of their part in the great work of
redemption. He has intrusted riches to the wealthy in order that they may bless
humanity, by relieving the wants of the suffering and needy. This is the work that has
been committed to them, and in doing this work they are not to feel that they have done
some wonderful thing. Many endow some large institution, or give large sums to the
church, and fail to relieve the distress of the suffering poor right about their doors. But
the rich are to feed the hungry, to clothe the naked, to help those who are in trying
circumstances, those who are wrestling with all their power to keep themselves and their
families from the pauper's home.
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God does not mean that the misery which we see about us in the poverty of the masses,
shall exist. He does not intend that one shall have all the luxuries of life, and that others
shall cry for bread. All the means intrusted to men over and above what is required to
supply their own necessities, is intrusted to them for the blessing of humanity. If those
whom God has made stewards, love God, they will love those who are formed in his
image. Stewards of this character will not give with a patronizing air, as though they
had done something for which they should be praised and honored; but they will realize
that they are but trading on their Lord's goods, and that in the judgment they will have
to give an account of the way in which they have employed their Lord's capital. They
will understand that they are laborers together with God.

Jesus, the world's Redeemer, laid off his royal crown, laid aside his kingly robe, clothed
his divinity with humanity, and left his high command. He was adored and worshiped
by the angelic hosts, and yet for our sake he became poor, that we through his poverty
might be rich. He came to give us, not the perishable treasure of houses and land and
gold, but that which is enduring and imperishable, even eternal riches. Will men then
refuse to be laborers together with God? Will they refuse to take their part in the work
of redeeming lost humanity? In every large city there are men, women, and children
who do not receive as much consideration as do the beasts. In England I saw poor
children who were clad in dirty rags, who were half starved, whose countenances were
stamped with vice and degradation. People live in damp, dark cellars reeking with filth,
and children are born and brought up in these vile holes of misery. From earliest infancy
through life, they see nothing but that which is unlovely, degraded, and vile. There is no
view of nature's loveliness to attract the eye, and they hear the name of God only in
oaths of horrible profanity. In places of this kind children are left to come up as they
may. They are moulded and fashioned by the low precepts and wretched examples of
those around them. Disagreeable surroundings greet their sight, impure words fall upon
their ears, and the fumes of liquor and tobacco fill their atmosphere. Brought up in
immoral degradation, it is no wonder that they turn out to be thieves, beggars, and
murderers.

They subsist upon insufficient food, of a character unfit for the human stomach, and
from these abodes of misery, piteous cries are sent up to heaven by those who know not
how to pray. At the same time that this dreadful wretchedness is in existence, those to
whom God has intrusted means are adding farm to farm, building house to house, and
mansion to mansion, and even providing palaces for their dogs, and hiring servants to
care for them. Dogs are fed and cared for in a luxurious way, while human beings are
left in destitution, misery, crime, disease, and death.

Is it a wonder that our Lord exclaims, "How hardly shall they that have riches enter into
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the kingdom of God"? Jesus, the Majesty of heaven, became poor for our sake. He
penetrated into the very inner circles of life. He sought to call the attention of men to the
fact that, while they were devoting themselves to their busy activities, they were
neglecting their eternal interests. He sought to impress upon them the fact that God had
given them endowments of talent, means, and influence to be improved and increased,
that they might grow in efficiency, and be better able to be laborers together with God.

God has made human beings his almoners and agents, to distribute the benefits of his
providence. They are to use wisely his intrusted talent of means, as well as the
endowment of his grace in other directions. Men are required to engage with heavenly
intelligences in restoring, reshaping the human character. The rich are to help the poor.
It is not according to God's plan that the rich should give to the rich. It is the oppressed,
the downtrodden, the discouraged, the hungry, the naked, the suffering poor, whom
Jesus says "ye have always with you." We need to take closer views of eternity, and by
doing this we shall not be unfitted for our work in this world; we shall not be
disqualified for taking a Christlike part in the affairs of society.

The gospel of Christ is not only to be believed, but it is to be acted upon. We are to be
doers of the word; and in doing or not doing according to the instruction of Christ, we
are deciding our eternal destiny for life or death. God does not desire fitful service,
emotional spasms of religion. We are to act from principle, to have a firm, abiding trust
in Christ. If Christ is formed within, the hope of glory, it will be made manifest in the
development of our character and actions; for there will appear the likeness of Christ in
our life. We shall represent the Father and the Son to the world. The command is given,
"Work while it is day; for the night cometh, in which no man can work."

Jesus calmly asks, "Are there not twelve hours in the day?" If we employ these hours
realizing our accountability to God, acting as serious, candid agents for God, keeping
eternity in view, we shall live in such a way as to secure the eternal inheritance, and by
our precept and example shall bring souls to Christ. But we have no time to devote to
the indulgence of self in sin, no time for selfish pleasure seeking. Time is golden. We
have characters to form for eternal life, and angels of God are watching what progress
we are making. Angels are weighing moral worth. Oh, that we all might realize the
value of time! A ruler exclaimed, when the physician told him that he could live but a
few minutes, "A kingdom for an hour's time." He had been granted year after year. He
had had twelve hours of the day. Was not the time granted him that he might secure his
eternal interests? Now is the appointed time, now is the day of salvation. Oh, may none
put off the day of repentance and reformation! Now is the accepted time.

Jesus Christ has engaged to save every soul who will believe in him as a personal
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Saviour. He has engaged us in his service, and has pointed out to us the work that he
expects us to do. He has given us a glimpse of eternity, in order that we may realize that
temporal things are of little moment beside that which is eternal. Something higher than
the affairs of this life is to engage our attention, and call forth the energies of our being,
that we may glorify our Redeemer. Christ calls upon us as human agents to cooperate
with heavenly agencies in the work of saving the world. Not one is to feel that he can
use his time as he chooses. Heavenly requirements are not to be ignored. It is the
universal tendency of men to subordinate the eternal realities to temporal matters, to
make the claims of the future, immortal life subservient to the commonplace affairs of
this fleeting life. But the Lord has said: "No man can serve two masters; for either he
will hate the one, and love the other; or else he will hold to the one, and despise the
other. Ye cannot serve God and mammon." The god of this world claims the service of
men, and seeks to keep them in continual slavery to his will. But Christ, the uplifted
Saviour, calls to men in authoritative tones, saying, "Seek ye first the kingdom of God,
and his righteousness; and all these things [of secondary importance] shall be added
unto you."
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August 6, 1894
The Ten Virgins

Seated upon the Mount of Olives, which was over against the temple, with his disciples
around him, Jesus seeks to make clear in a prophetic discourse the deeper mysteries of
the kingdom of God. Through his favorite medium, by parables, he endeavors to imprint
upon their minds the special truths connected with his second coming to our world. The
sun has set behind the mountains, and the heavens are curtained with the shades of
evening. A dwelling house is lighted up brilliantly, as though for some festive scene.
The lights shine from the open spaces, and an expectant company wait around,
indicating that a marriage procession is soon to appear. In many parts of the East
wedding festivities are held in the evening. The bridegroom goes forth to meet his bride,
and bring her to his home. By torchlight he will bring her along the streets from her
father's house to his own, where a supper is prepared for the guests invited to the
wedding.

Lingering near the bride's house are ten young women, in attire suitable for the
occasion. Ten was the usual number who were chosen as bridesmaids. Each of the
bridal attendants has a lamp and a small vessel for oil. Their lamps are lighted, and as
hour after hour of waiting goes by, they grow weary of watching, and, one after another,
they fall asleep. About midnight the sleepers are awakened with the cry, "Behold, the
bridegroom cometh." They exchange their slumbers for life and activity. They spring to
their feet. The wedding procession is in sight, with the brilliant torches shining, and they
can hear the joyous music as they approach. The ten virgins seize their lamps, and begin
to trim them to go forth; but five of the watchers have been wise and five foolish. Five
have neglected to fill their vessels with oil. They have not expected the bridegroom to
tarry so long, and have not prepared for the emergency. They are in distress, not because
they see that their lamps are going out, but because they know that there is nothing in
their vessels by which to replenish them. They address a piteous appeal to those who
have provided themselves with oil; but they are denied, for the wise virgins have only
enough to fill their own lamps, and they are bidden to hasten away and buy oil from the
dealer. And while they are away on this errand, the bridegroom comes. The wise
virgins, with lamps trimmed and burning, join the procession, and go in to the wedding,
and the door is shut.

Soon after the door is shut, the foolish virgins come, knocking for admittance to the

banquet hall, but they meet with an unexpected answer to their call. The Master of the
feast says, "I know you not." There is no evidence given that the foolish virgins did
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obtain oil, but there is abundant evidence that they did not enter into the marriage feast,
but were left standing outside in the empty streets in the blackness of the night.

Jesus used the parable of the ten virgins to represent the condition of the church before
his coming, and the question that concerns each one of us i1s, Are we among the five
wise or the five foolish virgins? Without going into the details of the parable, we may
ask ourselves, What is our condition before God? Those that were wise went in to the
wedding. We shall make it manifest what is our true condition by our conduct and
conversation. Jesus has warned us as to what should be our position at this time. He
says, "Watch therefore, for ye know neither the day nor the hour wherein the Son of
Man cometh."

He who relaxes his vigilance because he knows not the day nor the hour when his Lord
shall come, who becomes careless, and neglects to have his vessel filled with oil (the
grace of Christ), will be found unprepared, and will not go in to the wedding. How
solemn is the oft-repeated warning that our Lord has given to watch! He says, "Be ye
also ready; for in such an hour as ye think not the Son of Man cometh." If a much-loved
friend in the last hours of his association with us should give us counsel, warning, or
instruction, how carefully would we treasure his words, how faithfully would we follow
his instruction, and give attention to his cautions! Christ is our best Friend, for he has
purchased us at infinite cost, and has made us his sons and daughters, and these soul-
stirring words have been uttered by him for our benefit. Shall we not regard his claim
upon us, and give him our service and our sympathy? If we do this, we shall not be
neglectful of his warning, "Watch ye therefore; for ye know not when the Master of the
house cometh, at evening, or at midnight, or at the cock crowing, or in the morning; lest
coming suddenly he find you sleeping. And what I say unto you [my disciples] I say
unto all, Watch." "Let your loins be girded about, and your lights burning; and ye
yourselves like unto men that wait for their Lord, when he will return from the wedding;
that, when he cometh and knocketh, they may open unto him immediately."

Now is the time to look to it that we have on hand an abundant supply of the oil of the
grace of Christ. It was the wisdom of the wise virgins in supplying themselves with oil
that made the difference between their fate and that of the foolish virgins, who had
neglected to keep oil in their vessels with their lamps. In the Scripture, oil is used as a
symbol of the Holy Spirit. The wise virgins are those who have faith and love and
patience, whose experience day by day is nourished by the Holy Spirit. They do not
conform to the world in careless inattention. They do not put off their daily preparation,
but follow Jesus wherever he leads the way. God is not pleased with a flickering faith. It
is compared to a lamp that is going out. He is pleased with those whose experience is
like that of a lamp that is burning brightly. His followers are to shine as lights in the
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world. Christ's servants are to keep their lamps trimmed and burning, that they may add
their light to the light of others who are following Christ. Those who are not daily
desirous of gaining a living, daily experience in the things of God, will not meet his
approval, but will be found with those whose lamps are going out, and will not be
prepared to go in to the marriage supper of the Lamb. We cannot be ready to meet the
Lord by waking up at the last minute, when the cry is heard, "Behold, the Bridegroom
cometh," gathering up our lamps, from which the oil has burned away, and thinking
then to have them replenished. Our only hope is daily to love God, to love the truth, not
for the sake of its clear arguments, but for truth's sake alone. We must bring the truth
into our hearts and minds, and every day be living, shining lights, learning daily more
and more of Jesus. Our conversation must be in heaven, from whence we look for our
Lord Jesus Christ. We should talk much of his coming; then we shall be constantly
receiving the grace which cometh from above, from the Source of all spiritual power.

The time is far spent. It is too late now to sleep the careless sleep of indifference. It is
time now to rejoice greatly because of the Bridegroom's voice. It is time to sing of the
marriage supper of the Lamb. The question for us to settle 1s, Which class shall we be
among, the wise or the foolish? God help us to be among the wise. "Blessed are they
that are called unto the marriage supper of the Lamb."

"The watchmen on the mountains Proclaim the Bridegroom near; Go meet him as he
cometh With hallelujahs clear.

"The marriage feast is waiting; The gates wide open stand; Up, up, ye heirs of glory,
The Bridegroom is at hand."
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August 13, 1894
A Solemn Lesson

The solemn fate of the five foolish virgins, presented in the parable of the ten virgins, is
recorded to warn those who, while professing the faith of Christ, have become cold and
backslidden.

The five foolish virgins represent the careless, indolent, self-satisfied professor of
religion. They have a calm expectation of entering heaven sometime, yet they have not
purified their souls by obeying the truth. They understand the theory of truth, but have
no vital connection with God. They trust to feeling, and neglect to search the Scriptures.
They are satisfied to walk in the sparks of their own kindling. We are all exhorted to be
diligent, that we may make our calling and election sure. But I am greatly troubled,
fearing, yes, knowing, that there are many who profess the truth who are not testing
their lives and characters by God's great moral standard of righteousness. They are
careless; they have not the oil of grace in their vessels with their lamps. They are
cherishing hidden sins, which no human eye can see. They know that they are not pure,
and without spot, and should diligently seek God, that they may cleanse themselves
from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the sight of God.

There are many ideas in the world as to what is sin. The deist says that sin is dishonesty,
a lack of patriotism, honor, and manliness. Those who have little idea as to what
constitutes religion will tell you that sin is murder, adultery, robbery, and crime. But
what does the word of God define it to be? John writes, "Whosoever committeth sin
transgresseth also the law; for sin is the transgression of the law." Without the law we
have no knowledge of what sin is. Those who have no respect for the law will be
deceived by entertaining hopes of entering heaven.

But a knowledge of the law is not enough. He who accepts the law, who acknowledges
the claims of the law, who yet feels satisfied with himself, and has no experience in
being born again, will fail of keeping the law, and will come under its condemnation.
God's law not only covers every deed of outward life, but also penetrates to the intents
and purposes of the heart. The man who will meet Christ in peace will be the man who
follows in his footsteps, who takes him for his example and righteousness. Jesus said, "I
have kept my Father's commandments." He was perfect, pure, spotless. His life was the
embodiment of all that was noble and holy, and whoever obeys Christ, fulfills the law of
God, meets every claim upon him, treats every being as the purchase of the blood of
Christ.
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He who does not yield to the claims of the law of God, sets himself above God, breaks
away from God's rule of right, and becomes disloyal, as did the great deceiver in the
beginning. Would that some who claim to be commandment keepers could see how
their cases stand in the register above. Oh, that all who are falling short of the principles
of righteousness might realize that they do not meet the broad, far-reaching claims of
the law of God upon them! Repentance for sin is the first step in conversion.
Repentance is an intense hatred of sin in all its forms. Phariseeism permits of self-
complacency, and those who are self-righteous, appear to have a form of piety, but at
heart they are corrupt. They may talk of their hope of heaven, when, in fact, they have
not taken the first step toward heaven.

We are not under a system of mere requirements, mere justice, and unsympathizing
rigor. The penalty of transgressing the law has fallen upon our Substitute and Surety,
and for a time has been suspended, so that the guilty do not feel its weight; but the
object of this suspension is not to teach us that its claims are over, its exactions set
aside, but to attract us to holiness, to obedience. Nothing is changed except the manner
of bringing men to obey the law. Obey its claims we must. The first step toward
obedience is repentance. We are to see the excellence of its requirements by beholding
the wrong of disobedience.

He who is truly repentant, he who is regenerated, hates sin. All manner of selfishness is
distressing to him. Indifference to God on the part of those around him grieves him. He
is not led to exalt self in the performance of his duty, but abhors self. "I abhor myself" is
the language of the godly of all ages, who have had a clear view of the purity and
holiness of Christ. But those who are but superficial Christians seek to exalt self by
depreciating others. The clearer the views of the character of Christ the more humble
will be our views of self. Like Job, Isaiah, Daniel, David, and Paul, we shall feel that
our comeliness is turned in us into corruption.

Those who are represented by the foolish virgins have not this sense of their own
unworthiness. They have no oil in their vessels with their lamps. The same principles of
truth are presented in the parable of the two builders,--one built upon the rock, and the
other upon the sand. Jesus says: "Whosoever heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth
them, I will liken him unto a wise man, which built his house upon a rock; and the rain
descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, and beat upon that house; and it
fell not; for it was founded upon a rock. And everyone that heareth these sayings of
mine, and doeth them not, shall be likened unto a foolish man, which built his house
upon the sand; and the rain descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, and
beat upon that house; and it fell; and great was the fall of it."
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It is not a matter of little consequence to us as to how we hear and how we treat the truth
of God. To misunderstand the truth, to fail to appreciate it, because we do not cherish
light that comes to us, will tend to make us careless in our character building, and we
shall have our foundation laid upon the sand. The wise builder builds upon the Rock
Christ Jesus, no matter what may be the inconvenience. He builds not upon human but
upon divine merit, accepting the righteousness of Christ as his own, and as his only
hope of salvation. The foolish builder built upon the sand, and through his carelessness,
or prejudice, or through the deceptions of the natural heart, he cherishes a self-righteous
spirit, and places human wisdom in the place where God's wisdom should have the
supremacy; and how terrible are the consequences!

There are many unwise builders, and when the storm of temptation comes and beats
upon them, it is made evident that their foundation is only sliding sand. They are left in
gross darkness, without faith, without principles, and without foundation. The five
foolish virgins had a real interest in the gospel. They knew what was the perfect
standard of righteousness; but their energies were paralyzed with self-love; for they
lived to please and glorify themselves, and had not the oil of grace in their vessels with
which to replenish their lamps. They were often distressed by the enemy, who knew
their weakness, and placed darkness before them in the semblance of light. Truth,
precious, life-giving truth, represented as oil, appeared to them as unessential, and Satan
took advantage of their blindness, ignorance, and weakness of faith, and they had a
fluctuating experience, based on uncertain principles.

All who wait for the heavenly Bridegroom are represented in the parable as slumbering
because their Lord delayed his coming; but the wise roused themselves at the message
of his approach, and responded to the message, and their spiritual life was replenished.
Their spiritual discernment was not all gone, and they sprang into line. As they took
hold of the grace of Christ, their religious experience became vigorous and abundant,
and their affections were set upon things above. They discerned where was the source of
their supply, and appreciated the love that God had for them. They opened their hearts
to receive the Holy Spirit, by which the love of God was shed abroad in their hearts.
Their lights were trimmed and burning, and sent forth steady rays in to the moral
darkness of the world. They glorified God, because they had the oil of grace in their
hearts, and did the very work that their Master did before them,--went forth to seek and
to save those who were lost.
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August 20, 1894
The Bible to Be Understood by All

"Search the Scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life; and they are they which
testify of me." "And this is life eternal, that they might know thee the only true God, and
Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent." "For he whom God hath sent speaketh the words of
God; for God giveth not the Spirit by measure unto him. The Father loveth the Son, and
hath given all things into his hand. He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life;
and he that believeth not the Son shall not see life; but the wrath of God abideth upon
him."

By searching the Scriptures we are to know God, and Jesus Christ, whom he hath sent.
The Bible has not been given for the benefit of ministers only; it is the book for the
people; it is the comfort of the poor man. It is a great mistake for ministers to give the
impression to the people that they should not read the Bible because they cannot
understand its sacred teachings, and should be content with the interpretation given by
those whose business it 1s to proclaim the word of God. Ministers who thus educate the
people are themselves in error. The Bible and the soul were made one for the other, and
through the agency of the word and the Holy Spirit, God moves upon the heart. To him
who receives the love of the truth, the word of God is as a light that shineth in a dark
place, pointing out the path so plainly that the wayfaring man though a fool need not err
therein. He realizes that "the entrance of thy words giveth light; it giveth understanding
unto the simple."

The uneducated man, in earnest desire of soul, may in his humility and simplicity reap
from the Bible far greater consolation than the learned or more exalted and honored
man. He may never be able to present to another the same evidences of the inspiration
of the word that a learned man could, but he can bear in his life and character a
testimony of strength, showing forth in his outward demeanor the evidence of the power
of the truth. God means that the poor and uneducated should have his word as a sure
light and guide in the path of righteousness. If they are sincere, and desire earnestly to
know the will of God, they will not be left in darkness. It is the privilege of everyone to
be wise for himself in reading the Scriptures. No man can safely trust his soul to the
minister, or to men who are learned and talented. Jesus charged the priests and rulers,
who were regarded as learned in the Scriptures, as being ignorant both of the Scriptures
and the power of God. Those to whom God has intrusted talents are responsible for the
use of their gifts, and should study the Bible as a book that may be understood. A single
text has proved in the past, and will prove in the future, a savor of life unto life to many
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a soul. As men diligently search, the Bible will open out new treasures of truth, that will
be as bright jewels to the mind.

If the poor and unlearned are not capable of understanding the Bible, then the mission of
Christ to our world was useless; for he says, "The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because
he hath anointed me to preach the gospel to the poor; he hath sent me to heal the
brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, and recovering of sight to the
blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised." The command to search the Scriptures,
Christ addressed not only to the Pharisees and scribes, but to the great multitude of the
common people who crowded about them. If the Bible is not to be understood by every
class of people, whether they be rich or poor, what would be the need of the Saviour's
charge to search the Scriptures? What profit would there be in searching that which
could never be understood? What would be the consistency of this command, if the
searching of the Scriptures would not dispel the clouds of error, and would not lead men
to an understanding of the revealed will of God to man?

Let everyone who has been blessed with reasoning faculties take up the neglected Bible,
and search the Scriptures, that he may understand what is the will of God concerning
him. In this book heavenly information is given to men. The Bible has been addressed
to everyone,--to every class of society, to those of every clime and age. The duty of
every intelligent person is to search the Scriptures. Each one should know for himself
the conditions upon which salvation is provided. Satan has interposed his shadow
between your soul and the bright beams of light that shine from heaven to guide you to
the portals of bliss. Through his confederacy of evil angels and evil men, Satan has
wrought in such a way as to bury up the truth under the rubbish of human traditions,
customs, and practices.

In Christ's day, as in our day, the people were looking to the educated men, to the
scribes and Pharisees, to explain to them the meaning of that which the God of heaven
had revealed. These teachers had departed from God, and were following their own
understanding, and did not follow the ways of the Lord. They thought they must
interpret the Scriptures in a way that would harmonize with their course of action. They
were seeking the praise of men, and departing more and more from the plainly revealed
way of the Lord, following the traditions of men's devising. Of them Christ declared,
"In vain do they worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men."

The Pharisees and the religious teachers so misrepresented the character of God that it
was necessary for Christ to come to the world to represent the Father. Through the
subtlety of Satan, men were led to charge upon God Satanic attributes; but the Saviour
swept back the thick darkness which Satan had rolled before the throne of God in order
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that he might intercept the bright rays of mercy and love which came from God to man.
Jesus Christ revealed the Father in his true character to the world, representing him as
full of mercy, love, and light. Christ took upon him humanity in order that the light and
radiance of divine love should not extinguish man. When Moses pleaded, "I beseech
thee, show me thy glory," he was placed in the cleft of the rock, and the Lord passed by
before him. When Philip asked Christ to show them the Father, he said, "He that hath
seen me hath seen the Father." He revealed the Father to Philip as he had revealed him
to Moses when he passed by before him, and proclaimed, "The Lord, The Lord God,
merciful and gracious, long-suffering, and abundant in goodness and truth." Jesus
proclaimed himself to the world as the perfect representation of the Father, and invited
the love and confidence of the world to be centered in the Father. He said: "I am in the
Father and the Father in me." "If ye had known me, ye should have known my Father
also; and from henceforth ye know him, and have seen him.... Believest thou not that I
am in the Father, and the Father in me? the words that I speak unto you I speak not of
myself; but the Father that dwelleth in me, he doeth the works. Believe me that I am in
the Father, and the Father in me; or else believe me for the very works' sake."

In plain language the Saviour taught the world that the tenderness, the compassion, and
love that he manifested toward man, were the very attributes of his Fathers in heaven.
Whatever doctrine of grace he presented, whatever promise of joy, whatever deed of
love, whatever divine attraction he exhibited, had its source in the Father of all. In the
person of Christ we behold the eternal God engaged in an enterprise of boundless mercy
toward fallen man. Christ clothed his divinity with humanity, that his humanity might
touch humanity, and divinity reach divinity.
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August 27, 1894
The Christian's Faith Not to Be Prescribed By Men

Among the different denomination there seems to be a determination developing to bind
the consciences of their members. They are building up barriers about their own sects,
and forming a purpose to listen to nothing outside of their own doctrines. They are
restricting themselves from hearing anything new, or any doctrine presented by any
other people than those who belong to their own church. But it would be well for them
to inquire from what origin this determination arises, and who has sent forth this order?
Certainly the Lord has made no such restrictions, for he has his message, and his
messengers are to go forth and present it to the people, in warnings, reproofs, and
instruction in righteousness; and he has given the people directions as to what they shall
do. The apostle says, "Prove all things; hold fast that which is good."

Ministers of popular churches are many of them softening down and diluting the plain
word of truth. They are obscuring the light, and changing the message, in order to
accommodate it to the prejudices, and adjust it to the opinions and habits, of the people.
Thus they cater to the taste of the world-loving members of the church. But while they
are so free to change the truth of God, on the other hand they advise their members to
exercise the greatest caution lest they hear the message of God from the messengers he
chooses to send to the people.

Oh, let there be no cautioning of the people on the danger of studying the word of God!
Let there be no concealment of truth, no measures taken to evade or ignore truth. Let no
one entertain the erroneous idea that the people of this or that denomination are in need
of no more light. Open the door of the heart, place yourselves in a position where you
may catch new revelations of the character of God. Light comes from the very throne of
God. When some familiar truth presents itself to your mind in a new aspect, when a text
of Scripture suddenly bursts upon you with new meaning like a flash of light that
scatters the mist, and you see the relation of other truths to some part of the plan of
redemption, God is leading you, and a divine Teacher is at your side. Will you not then
open the door of your heart to receive more and more of the heavenly illumination?

It 1s by contemplation of heavenly things that the soul is brought into fellowship and
communion with the Spirit of God, and the soul that is teachable, that is continually
seeking for fresh rays of light, will be blessed with brighter and brighter views of divine
things. But there are many classes of religious teachers who seem to be determined to
close every avenue whereby fresh rays of light from heaven may come to the people.
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They would bind the members of their churches by certain rules and regulations that
forbid them to go to other places of worship, or listen to messengers outside of a certain
class of teachers. In this way men and women are led to give up the liberty that God has
ordained for them, and they fail to improve the mind and gather up the divine rays of
light which emanate from sources outside their own church.

"Ye are not your own; for ye are bought with a price." We are God's property, and are to
honor and glorify God. But we do not honor and glorify God when we become the
servants of men, when we consent to have our liberty restricted by men or by councils
of men. We have been bought with the precious blood of Christ, in order that we may be
just and generous to our own souls. I beseech you therefore by the mercies of God, that
you break every band that would restrict your liberty in Christ. God has light to impart
to all his children that is of a more radiant character than any we have received, and you
have no right to bind yourself in such a way as to shut yourself away from the light.
You have no right to do after the inventions of any society of men, who would
circumscribe the limit of your thought, and cause you to become a mere mechanical
Christian.

You have many things to learn, and much to unlearn. You will have to sit at the feet of
the great Teacher and learn of him concerning themes that are higher and nobler than
the themes which now engage your attention. I am free to address you who have shut
yourselves away from the light, because I know that a higher Teacher than man is
calling you. You have lost much in your religious life, because you have failed to
improve the opportunities that have been presented to you from the Father of lights.
Fresh rays of light from heaven are always given that the character may be transformed,
that the soul may be able to contemplate truth in a new relation. When Jesus is
welcomed into the heart, he will refine and mould and fashion the character. Those who
receive him more fully, will not have less energy in their religious life, but their religion
will be of a higher, holier type than ever before. They will work in such a way that their
usefulness will be increased. God would have his professed children reach a higher
standard, and ever go on, still reaching up to that which they have not attained. They
should cherish every divine inspiration, for as his property he requires this of them.

No man or woman is to bind himself in such a way as to become a slave of men in any
way. No man or set of men have the right of laying out to others what they shall or shall
not do in religious matters, or in any way prescribing their faith. A voice speaks to us to
which we are bound to listen. It is the voice of Christ, who says, "Follow me." He says,
"He that followeth me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life." The
Christian is never to be tame and dull. Those who are imbued with the Spirit of Christ,
will work in the Master's vineyard, and the heavenly fire of the soul will ever be kept
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burning. Our security is in Christ, in studying the guidebook he has given. Those who
are studying the ways and methods of men and following their customs, are deceived if
they think that they are following the directions of God in the matter.

Jesus says: "Come unto me, all ye that labor and are heavy laden, and 1 will give you
rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart; and ye
shall find rest unto your souls." The service of Jesus does not consist in outward show
simply. It is not a matter of form and ceremonies, of parade, exclamation, gestures,
noise, and a display of the commonplace passions. Pure religion consists in keeping the
heart and mind in communion with the great Leader, Jesus Christ. It consists in having
the inward adorning of a meek and quiet spirit. The indwelling Holy Spirit will give life
and tone and style that will not be after the inventions of men, not in imitation of any
earthly, human leader, but after the Pattern, Christ. Religion does not consist in playing
upon words, in uncouth gestures; bodily exercise profiteth little in this matter. There is
no divine eloquence in this kind of exercise.

The religion of Jesus Christ is ever to be distinguished from all other religions by its
holiness of character. In true religion will be found great truths clearly defined in words,
and inwrought in the life of its professors as a principle from the divine Author. In true
religion the Holy Spirit will work in connection with human agents, confirming the
truth of God. Every part of the service of Christ will be characterized by decorum and
reverence. The truth of Christ cannot be confined to a certain range, yet it will be active
to create for its environment, manners and habits and practices that will be in harmony
with its Author. Everything will be done decently and in order. Wild methods and
strange freaks and confusion are not authorized by the God of order. The methods
employed by the church of Christ should be such as will win souls from allegiance to
the prince of darkness, and cause them to take their stand under the blood-stained
banner of Prince Emmanuel.

Some may say that these methods of reaching men will not avail to reach those who are
poor and low down in the scale of humanity. But this matter must be regarded in an
altogether different light by those who would be soldiers in the army of Christ. Do not
cherish the error that you must follow after a pattern presented to you by some man.
Study your Bible more, and let the habits and practices of men have less and less of
your attention. Do not dishonor your God by thinking that it requires but little
knowledge of what saith the Scriptures, to be a useful worker in his cause. You are to
study the manner of the great Teacher, and keep his example ever before you. No
human being is to be your Pattern. The Lord of heaven is to be the Teacher and Pattern
for everyone who would win souls to God.
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September 3, 1894
Try the Spirits

"Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether they are of God; because
many false prophets are gone out into the world. Hereby know ye the Spirit of God:
Every Spirit that confesseth that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is of God; and every
Spirit that confesseth not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is not of God; and this is
that spirit of antichrist, whereof ye have heard that it should come; and even now
already is it in the world."

In this age of the world we see every grade and degree of skepticism. There are rank
infidels, those who believe in the lying wonders of Spiritualism, and those who reject
the claims of divine truth. All these are placed among the class that John has written of,
and are controlled by the spirit of antichrist. Ignorance of the character of God, pride of
understanding, and the love of sin, are the source of infidelity. Men deny the divinity of
Christ, cast away the Bible, and thus seek to free themselves from personal
accountability to God. They bring the Bible into conflict with "science, falsely so
called." These doubters can start inquiries which the most humble and pious Christian
would be perplexed to know how to answer. But because their queries cannot be
answered, i1s no evidence that the Bible is not true. A little child has asked questions in
regard to God, the soul, and the future, that the most learned could not answer. The truth
of God's word will be revealed to those who are of a lowly heart, who will comprehend
its duties and obey its precepts. It is pride of opinion that leads to skepticism, and to the
denial of the divinity of Jesus Christ. Skepticism has its origin in love of sin, love of
ambition, and self-exaltation.

Jesus, the world's Redeemer, is the channel through which all our blessings come, and
those who refuse to acknowledge him as the divine Son of God, virtually say, "I will not
have this man to rule over me." Those who are self-willed, puffed up with pride and
self-importance, while they will not give up their wills to be in harmony with God's
will, yet will accept the delusions of false prophets, and be led to refuse to acknowledge
Christ as the Son of God. Skeptics and infidels may profess to be doing good work, but
they are greatly deceived. They are trampling upon the blood of the covenant, and
counting that which should have sanctified them as an unholy thing. There are many
who have not taken the ground that infidels take, and yet they are in the first stages of
infidelity. They question everything that is of a divine character, seeking to bring down
everything to the level of that which is common and natural. Their minds are like a
sponge, and absorb every suggestion of unbelief. They pass these suggestions to others,
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and thus sow the seeds of skepticism, and what they sow they will reap. When a
believer seeks to answer one question started by a skeptic, he will propound another and
another. The only way to do is to let skeptics alone until they truly desire light. Let
those who engage in controversy with these wily opponents remember that they are not
meeting men, not wrestling "against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against
powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in
high places." The confederacy of evil is seeking to poison human minds with error, and
obscure the light of truth.

Skeptics think that they can mingle their darkness with light, and thus confuse the
believer in the Bible. It is not because they have so great a depth of reasoning that they
do not believe, but because they are ignorant both of the Scriptures and power of God.
The truth of God will be assailed by the cavils of infidelity. It is considered a special
proof of intellectual greatness to be bold in denying the divinity of Christ; but this is not
a proof of intellectual greatness, but is an evidence that the mind is bound about with
earthliness so that it does not comprehend spiritual truth. God does not require men to
believe the Scriptures without giving them abundant evidence of their truth, and the
evidences of Christianity would overwhelm the most gifted man who diligently sought
for truth, and was willing to consecrate himself to its promulgation. Those who do
accept the evidences of God's word will have an experience that will be as a barrier
against infidelity, for they will be translated out of darkness into the precious light of
faith, hope, and assurance. The converted soul can say, I needed help, and I found that
help in Jesus. He has met every want, satisfied the hungering of my soul, and the Bible
to me is the revelation of Jesus Christ. He can say to the infidel, "You ask me why I
believe in Jesus? and I answer, Because he is to me a divine Saviour. The Bible to me is
the voice of God. I have the witness in myself that the word of God is true, and that
Jesus Christ is the divine Son of God. I am following no cunningly devised fable."

When men pour contempt upon Christianity, tell them what you know by experience.
The beings of the celestial world are amazed when those whom Christ has purchased
with his own blood, whom God has invited with the voice of mercy, turn into a jest the
messages of the gospel, and deny the divinity of their Redeemer. They are building
upon a sandy foundation, with threads and fragments of human reasoning, but their
theories will vanish like dew when the glory of the Lord is revealed. Believers do not
claim that every question and objection which Satan can invent and instill into the
minds of men can be answered in so many words. Men will be given sufficient evidence
on which to found their faith; but if they are determined to doubt, they will stumble on
the dark mountains of unbelief. They will show that they have never submitted their
proud hearts to Jesus Christ, and make an excuse for not doing so the fact that with their
finite minds they cannot solve all the difficulties which they imagine are in the Bible.
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Spiritualism is a dangerous phase of infidelity, and we should not go into the assemblies
of Spiritualists prompted by motives of curiosity. In so doing we are placing ourselves
on Satan's ground, and cannot expect help from God unless he has a work for us to do to
speak some message to those who are ignorant and deceived, and immediately leave the
assembly. "They are of the world; therefore speak they of the world, and the world
heareth them." The erroneous doctrine that the soul is immortal is almost universally
received by the world, and the belief that the dead go immediately to heaven gives
Spiritualism a deep hold upon the people. Believing this doctrine men have nothing
with which to shield themselves from the errors of Spiritualism. Through evil spirits
they receive communications, and accept them as messages from their lost loved ones.
Satan and his agents personate their dead friends, and thus impart to them Satanic
delusions. But God has given us a rule whereby to test what is truth. The prophet says:
"To the law and to the testimony; if they speak not according to this word, it is because
there is no light in them." "He that is of God heareth God's word." "We are of God; he
that knoweth God heareth us; he that is not of God heareth not us. Hereby know we the
spirit of truth, and the spirit of error." "But ye believe not, because ye are not of my
sheep, as | said unto you. My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow
me." "If any man think himself to be a prophet, or spiritual, let him acknowledge that
the things that I write unto you are the commandments of the Lord.["] "Beloved, believe
not every spirit, but try the spirits whether they are of God; because many false prophets
are gone out into the world. Hereby know ye the Spirit of God: Every spirit that
confesseth that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is of God; and every spirit that
confesseth not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is not of God; and this is that spirit
of antichrist, whereof ye have heard that it should come; and even now already is it in
the world."
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September 10, 1894
Parents and Children to Be Agents for God

The father is priest in his own household. Whatever may be the character of his
business, it 1s not of so great importance that he be excused in neglecting the work of
educating and training his children to keep the way of the Lord. In the morning his first
duty should be to conduct family prayer, offering up supplication and thanksgiving to
God. Parents should make the seasons of prayer as interesting as possible, selecting
scriptures that can be understood by the children and youth. They should pray with
fervency, but not to such a length as to make the seasons of prayer tedious. Educate
your children by your own practice to pray in a clear, distinct voice, lifting up their
faces, and offering up their simple petitions, or repeating the Lord's prayer.

The religious service of the home should not be governed by circumstances. Prayer
should not be offered occasionally, and, when a large day's work is to be done,
neglected, as though it was of no especial consequence. Prayer means very much, and
we should come to God offering up thanksgiving before him. "Let us come before his
presence with thanksgiving, and make a joyful noise unto him with psalms. For the
Lord is a great God, and a great King above all gods.... O come, let us worship and bow
down; let us kneel before the Lord our Maker. For he is our God; and we are the people
of his pasture, and the sheep of his hand. Today if ye will hear his voice, harden not
your heart, as in the provocation, and as in the day of temptation in the wilderness."

The Lord has committed to parents a special and important work, of which they have a
very faint realization. At the birth of every child they are to hear the voice of God
saying to them, "Take this child and train it for me." This work of training is to be
continued through babyhood, childhood, and youth. Those who are parents need to
awake from their deathlike slumber, that they may have a realization of what are their
God-given responsibilities. Let them make straight paths for their feet upward and
onward toward heaven, and lead their children in safe paths. To a great extent the
simplicity of pure godliness is a matter of the past.

To train children to walk in the narrow path of purity and holiness is thought an
altogether odd and old-fashioned idea. This is prevalent even among parents who
profess to worship God, but their works testify that they are worshipers of mammon.
They are ambitious to compete with their neighbors, and to compare favorably, in the
dress of themselves and their children, with the members of the church to which they
belong.
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Children derive life and being from their parents, and yet it is through the creative
power of God that your children have life, for God is the Life-giver. Let it be
remembered that children are not to be treated as though they were our own personal
property. Children are the heritage of the Lord, and the plan of redemption includes
their salvation as well as ours. They have been intrusted to parents in order that they
might be brought up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord, that they might be
qualified to do their work in time and eternity. If parents are negligent in doing the
solemn work committed to them, they will have to meet their account at the judgment
seat of Christ.

Parents, you cannot serve God and serve Baal at the same time. The standard of the
world is not to be your standard. The world is under the leadership of the prince of the
powers of darkness, and you cannot afford to follow its fashions and customs. Your
duty is to practice God's word, and do the work that he has given you to do according to
his will. God will cooperate with parents who love, fear, and honor him, respecting and
obeying his commandments. Is it any marvel that society is forgetful of God, and
desires not to know the way of God, when professed Christians to a large extent follow
the imagination of their own heart? They are filled with vanity, and educate their
children for the world. Influenced themselves by Satanic agencies, what can be expected
of their children? They inspire them with their own spirit, with their own desire to be in
favor with the world. They partake with the world in love for pleasure, in desire for the
gratification of pride, and the desire for display. In place of being partakers of the divine
nature, they imbibe Satan's deceptions and illusions. Thus their influence in the home is
to mould the character of their children after the standard of the world. Though they
have a form of godliness, yet their influence is wielded for the ruin of their family.

What an account will such professed Christian parents have to render in that great day
when every case shall be decided! These world-loving parents profess Christ, and have
their names registered in the church books, but in works they deny him. Shall not
parents who truly desire to love God be partakers of the divine nature? Shall they not
exert in the home an influence altogether different from that of these hypocritical
professors? Shall not the love of Christ be in them as a well of water springing up unto
eternal life? Shall it not be made manifest that Christ abides in the soul temple by the
spirit, word, and action of the parents who realize their responsibility before God? Shall
they not pour into the minds of their children that which the Lord Jesus has abundantly
given them of his Holy Spirit? Shall not his love, his purity, his patience, his meekness
and lowliness of heart, his perseverance, integrity, and zeal be made manifest in the
character of godly parents?
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The Word of God

Let parents seek to mould and fashion the intellect and affections of their children in
accordance with the word of God. Let them train them in such a way that their children
shall be fashioned after the similitude of Jesus Christ. Here is your work, parents, to
develop the characters of your children in harmony with the precepts of the word of
God. This work should come first, for eternal interests are here involved. The character
building of your children is of more importance than the cultivation of your farms, more
essential than the building of houses to live in, or of prosecuting any manner of business
or trade. Parents should carefully study their children, in order that they may correct
wrong tendencies and encourage from their earliest years right principles and proper
habits. The doing of this will not require any violence or harshness in your
management, but you may manifest an abundance of love. Selfishness and self-
indulgence must be cultivated out of the character of your children, by revealing to them
Bible requirements in the most interesting way. Unite them with yourselves in works of
kindness and tender regard for the suffering and destitute. From their earliest years let
them be your helpers in benevolent enterprises, and educate them in habits of self-denial
and self-sacrifice for the good of others. Thus you will guard them from habits of
extravagance in recklessly spending money for selfish gratification.

The work that rests upon parents cannot be evaded or ignored without peril to
themselves and their children. Parents should bring principles of truth into their own
life, and perfect a Christian character in order that they may present before their
children such an example as will command their respect and admiration. Let parents so
live that their children will have confidence in their judgment, piety, and devotion. In
this way they may train their children to be missionaries from their earliest years. They
may be taught to have firm reliance upon God, and may be trained by precept and
example to fear to offend their Creator, to love to keep his commandments. Children
should be trained to trust in God as their very best friend.

Let parents seek to impress upon children and youth the blessedness of serving God.
The Psalmist says: "Blessed are the undefiled in the way, who walk in the law of the
Lord. Blessed are they that keep his testimonies, and that seek him with the whole heart.
They also do no iniquity; they walk in his ways. Thou hast commanded us to keep thy
precepts diligently. O that my ways were directed to keep thy statutes! Then shall I not
be ashamed, when I have respect unto all thy commandments. I will praise thee with
uprightness of heart, when I shall have learned thy righteous judgments."

The Importance of the Work
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The word of God abounds in precious jewels of truth, and parents should bring them
forth from their casket and present them before their children in their true luster.
Parents, you think you have no time to do all this work; but if you do not train your
family, Satan will supply your deficiency and educate them after his own Satanic order.
Better to neglect anything of a temporal nature, to be satisfied to live economically, to
bind about your wants, than to neglect the work of training yourselves and your children
in the way that God would have you. In the word of God you have a treasure house
from which you may draw precious stores, and as Christians you should furnish
yourself for every good work. Look upon the family circle as a training school, where
you are preparing your children for the performance of their duties at home, in society,
and in the church. Seek to cultivate every power of mind and body in order that the
whole family may be soldiers for Christ. Teach your children to love truth because it is
truth, and because they are to be sanctified through the truth, and fitted to stand in the
grand review that shall erelong determine whether they are qualified to enter into higher
work, and become members of the royal family, children of the heavenly King.

Fathers and mothers, awake to your God-given responsibilities. Let your lamp be
trimmed and burning, sending forth clear, distinct rays into the home circle, and your
light will reach beyond yourselves to your neighbors. The father represents the divine
Lawgiver in his family. He is a laborer together with God, carrying out the gracious
designs of God, and establishing in his children upright principles, enabling them to
form pure and virtuous characters, because he has preoccupied the soul with that which
will enable his children to render obedience not only to their earthly parent, but also to
their heavenly Father. Like Abraham, he will command his children and his household
after him, to keep the way of the Lord, to do justice and judgment. To do the words of
God means to work earnestly in the home. But parents who are doers of the commands
of Christ will find that the beams of the Sun of Righteousness will brighten the
darkness, and the love of Christ make smooth the rough paths.

Our world is becoming as it was in the days of Noah. Parents have neglected to purify
and make precious the material that God has given them in their children, and, instead
of adding them to the army of the Lord, they have given them to the world. In
neglecting to train them for Christ, children have developed characters after the order of
Satan. The Lord will cleanse the earth the second time of its moral pollution by the fires
of the last day. Parents, will you not cherish the faith that works by love and purifies the
soul? If you do this, everything is gained. Your children will be imbued with the spirit
you cherish, and a light will shine forth extending from the home like a genial
atmosphere. Your influence will be like a heavenly radiance that shines from the throne
of God in clear, strong rays, to light the moral darkness that pervades the world.
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September 17, 1894
Parents and Children to Be Agents for God--No. 2

The Lord God of heaven has never left the world without a witness. "God so loved the
world, that he gave his only-begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not
perish, but have everlasting life." Sadness comes to my soul as I consider how abundant
have been the resources that have been open to the church, and yet how tardy has been
the appropriation of the light of heaven, how feeble have been the rays that have shone
forth into the world. God has appointed to the church a sacred mission. He has said, "Ye
are the light of the world." The light of the church has grown dim as the moral darkness
of this degenerate age has increased. The people of God should increase in light and
power. It is something more than a profession that distinguishes the children of
obedience from the children of disobedience. The children of God should manifest
genuine piety, Christian zeal, earnest self-denial and self-sacrifice. They should wage
aggressive warfare in proportion to their opportunities and privileges.

The church should realize that infinite resources are at her command. "He that spared
not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not with him freely give
us all things?" The church must be as was Abraham, who "staggered not at the promise
of God through unbelief; but was strong in faith, giving glory to God; and being fully
persuaded, that what he had promised he was able also to perform. And therefore, it was
imputed to him for righteousness. Now it was not written for his sake alone, that it was
imputed to him, but for us also, to whom it shall be imputed, if we believe on him that
raised up Jesus our Lord from the dead; who was delivered for our offenses, and was
raised again for our justification." "For whatsoever things were written aforetime were
written for our learning, that we through patience and comfort of the Scriptures might
have hope."

As living agencies we are to enter into a moral cooperation with God. The weakest,
feeblest child of God has his or her appointed work, and it is because there is so large a
number who are not doers of the word of Christ, but hearers only, that there is not
greater progress and growth in the church. Many do little except to study their own
pleasure and convenience, to gratify their own likes and dislikes; yet, according to the
several ability, everyone has a certain work to do. Many do not lay hold of the work
they could do, because it does not please their taste, and so they do nothing. There are
duties that look commonplace and cheap to them, which lie directly in their pathway;
but, because they are not inviting, they do not take them up. If they loved God
supremely, and their neighbors as themselves, they would take up these little duties,
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which God designed should test their fidelity. They would keep their souls in the love of
God by seeking out their friends, and would devise some plan whereby they might reach
their hearts. With an eye single to the glory of God, they would seize the opportunities
which are brought within their reach, and be instant in season and out of season. They
would seek on every occasion to do good to those who need help. Satan will seek to
blind the eyes of the understanding, so that we shall not take up the responsibilities that
lie in our pathway, and be faithful in the little services which God has enjoined upon us.
The faithful child of God, though he may have been apparently one of the weakest, has
wrought much good by humble service.

For a period of time the Majesty of heaven, the King of glory, was only a Babe in
Bethlehem, and could only represent the babe in its mother's arms. In childhood he
could only do the work of an obedient child, fulfilling the wishes of his parents, in
doing such duties as would correspond to his ability as a child. This is all that children
can do, and they should be so educated and instructed that they may follow Christ's
example. Christ acted in a manner that blessed the household in which he was found, for
he was subject to his parents, and thus did missionary work in his home life. It is
written, "And the child grew, and waxed strong in spirit, filled with wisdom; and the
grace of God was upon him." "And Jesus increased in wisdom and stature, and in favor
with God and man."

It is a sad thing when parents grow cold in their spiritual life, and, because of waning
piety and want of devotion to God, they do not realize the high responsibility that
devolves upon them to patiently and thoroughly train their children to keep the way of
the Lord. Parents should not permit business cares, worldly customs and maxims, and
fashion to have a controlling power over them, so that they neglect their children in
babyhood, and fail to give their children proper instruction as they increase in years.
Children need to be trained to do useful things, and their duties should be made as
pleasant as possible. Parents should give them pleasant words of instruction and
approval in useful work, but they could not do a worse evil to their children than to
gratify their selfish desires, and leave them to follow their inclinations, thus giving them
the impression that they are to live to please and amuse themselves. They should not be
left to choose their own society, and be given money to spend according to their
youthful wisdom. Children need parents who shall educate and discipline them, pruning
away the natural and selfish tendencies. Children need parents who do not feel they
have the right to govern their children by impulse and passion. Children are the heritage
of the Lord, and unless parents give them such a training as will enable them to keep the
way of the Lord, they neglect solemn duty. It is not the will or purpose of God that
children shall become coarse, rough, uncourteous, disobedient, unthankful, unholy,
heady, high-minded, lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God. The Scriptures state
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that this condition of society shall be a sign of the last days.

We need in our churches children and youth who are trained to work upon the
"Christian Endeavor" principle. The beginning must be made at home. Parents, who are
the responsible agencies in the home life, should set their children a godly example,
learning daily lessons of duty and obedience to God's requirements. They should
themselves become missionaries. They should consecrate themselves entirely to God,
remembering that the greatest work that devolves upon them is to train their children to
be Christlike, faithful soldiers. This should be the essential work of their life, and, by
training their children, they will be constantly repeating the lessons they have learned in
their youth, and thus the wise, God-fearing parents will diffuse an influence from their
own home circle to that of others that will act as did the leaven that was hid in three

measures of meal. Home missionary work is the highest service that parents can render
to God.

Parents should let nothing interfere with the character building of their children. Those
who have been training their children in an improper way need not despair; let them
become converted to God, and seek for the true spirit of obedience, and they will be
enabled to make decided reforms. In conforming your own customs to the saving
principles of God's holy law, you will have an influence upon your children. You will
have the righteousness of Christ, and will obey the precepts of God's law, and recognize
the spirit of the law as an expression of the character of God. It is of the greatest
importance that the attributes of his character be brought into your character, that you
may train and educate your children to be obedient to God's commandments, and thus
secure happiness in this world, and life eternal in the world to come.

In educating your children, you should rely upon a "Thus saith the Lord." Let them
never hear an irreverent expression from your lips, nor catch the sound of a harsh,
passionate word. Be what you wish your children to be. Parents have perpetuated by
precept and example their own stamp of character to their posterity. The fitful, coarse,
uncourteous tempers and words are impressed upon children, and children's children,
and thus the defects in the management of parents testify against them from generation
to generation. This is the reason that iniquity abounds, the reason that many will have to
meet a terrible account in the day of judgment. Let there be most deep and thorough
repentance before God. Seek God for grace, for spiritual discernment to discover the
defects in your management of your children and exercise repentance toward God for
your neglected work as home missionaries.
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September 24, 1894
Tested by the Law

"Thou shalt have no other gods before me." Lucifer disputed the justice of this
requirement in heaven, and thought its existence altogether unnecessary. He said in his
heart: "I will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my throne above the stars of God; I will sit
also upon the mount of the congregation, in the sides of the north; I will ascend above
the heights of the clouds; I will be like the Most High." He had been made beautiful, he
had been highly exalted in heaven, and his heart was lifted up because of his beauty; he
had corrupted his wisdom by reason of his brightness. Of him it had been said:

"Thou sealest up the sum, full of wisdom, and perfect in beauty. Thou hast been in Eden
the garden of God; every precious stone was thy covering, the sardius, topaz, and the
diamond, the beryl, the onyx, and the jasper, the sapphire, the emerald, and the
carbuncle, and gold.... Thou art the anointed cherub that covereth; and I have set thee
so; thou wast upon the holy mountain of God; thou hast walked up and down in the
midst of the stones of fire. Thou wast perfect in thy ways from the day that thou wast
created, till iniquity was found in thee." "Thus saith the Lord God: Because thine heart
was lifted up, and thou hast said, I am a god, I sit in the seat of God, in the midst of the
seas; yet thou art a man, and not God, though thou set thine heart as the heart of God....
I will cast thee to the ground, I will lay thee before kings, that they may behold thee.... |
will bring thee to ashes upon the earth in the sight of all them that behold thee. All they
that know thee among the people shall be astonished at thee; thou shalt be a terror, and
never shalt thou be any more."

Under the symbol of the king of Tyrus, the Scriptures give us a description of the
character and destiny of the first great rebel against the law of God. He who knows the
end from the beginning, had his laws and commandments before the world was created,
and Satan chose to question his claims before the angels of heaven, because the law set
forth the Omnipotent as the only true and living God, and forbade the worship of any
other being. The authority of God was backed up by the requirements of his law, which
was to hold jurisdiction over all created intelligences. The will of God was to be
recognized in his requirements and acknowledged as supreme in the heavenly universe.

It is the prerogative of God alone to prescribe the duty of men and angels. The will of
God is a perfect will, and must be obeyed as it is set forth in his holy law, because every
requirement is just, and is set forth by infinite wisdom. The law of God should be
obeyed even though there were no authority to enforce it, and no rewards for its
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obedience. The highest interests of men and angels are conserved in obeying the law of
God. God's will expressed in his law is the supreme will, and no invention, no device of
men can take its place. Obedience to the commandments of men instead of to the
commandments of God will be as abomination in the sight of God; for what God
requires is essential to the highest good of his subjects, and is therefore essential for the
glory of God.

Through the obedience of his commandments it is the purpose of God to remove from
the heart every species of selfishness. He would barricade the soul from all indulgence
in perverted appetites, and expel from the heart all rebellion and ingratitude. Can it be
possible that any of us should wish that God would abolish his commandments, when it
is for our happiness and life to obey them? What blessing or advantage would man gain
by doing away with the commandments of God? Were he to abolish the first
commandment, the authority of God would not stand as supreme, as the authority of the
only true and living God. What advantage would accrue to man should he gain
reputation, learning, wealth, and honor, and yet be one who, while receiving benefits
from God every hour, ignored God, and did not conform his practical life to the precepts
of Jehovah? Knowledge, power, education, reputation, or wealth is not to be permitted
to come in between the soul and God. The Lord must hold the first place in our
affections; for "God so loved the world, that he gave his only-begotten Son, that
whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life." God gave his
Son to the world in order that men might be redeemed from transgression and sin.

Through faith in Christ as our personal Saviour, we receive moral power by which we
may surrender every faculty to the service of God. With a full sense of our obligation to
God, we may devote every intrusted ability to the service of Christ, and bring every
power under the control of the will of God. In doing the will of God we are assured of
developing characters after the divine similitude.

Religion is a practical matter, and calls for a daily devoting of all we have and are to
God. All worldly business is to be done as a part of religion, and is to redound to the
honor and glory of God. Every amusement is to be considered in this light, and it is to
be regarded as injurious or useful only as it respects the glory of God. If those who
would indulge in amusements can find commands whereby they may be justified in
them as doing the will of God, they will be justified in believing that they are promoting
the glory of God and the good of society. We are required to render perfect obedience to
the rule laid down by the apostle, "Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or whatsoever ye
do, do all to the glory of God." He who ever keeps this rule in view, and lives according
to its requirement, will form a character after the divine likeness; for in this way men
will become holy, blameless, and without rebuke.
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We are living under the scrutiny of the whole heavenly host, and the angels are
watching to see whether we improve the opportunity to do good unto all men, and
especially unto those that are of the household of faith. To love God supremely and to
love our neighbor as ourselves, will require from us to be continually in the spirit of
humble prayer, relying alone upon God for our sufficiency. The only character that is of
value in the sight of God is that character which is free from every taint of selfishness.
"The world passeth away, and the lust thereof; but he that doeth the will of God abideth
forever." Selfish living, indulgence in self gratification, will bring no true happiness in
this life, and give no hope of a future, immortal life. But to him who by patient
continuance in welldoing, seeks for glory, honor, and immortality, God will render
eternal life.

Faith does not make void the law, and though there are persons who insist that through
faith in Christ they are freed from obligation to keep the law, yet the teaching of
prophets and apostles contradicts their position. "Faith without works [obedience] is
dead." Men's characters are estimated according to their works. James says, "Show me
thy faith without thy works [if it were possible], and I will show thee my faith by my
works." Faith in the great plan of redemption without corresponding works is not
reckoned as faith. Christ our Redeemer did not suffer the penalty of the law for our sins
in order to deliver us from obligation to keep God's commandments. Christ suffered the
penalty of the law, which was death, in order to give to man another trial, to provide for
him another probation, and allot to him another opportunity of proving loyal to the
authority of God. Every soul is to be tested, for he is held responsible for obedience to
the divine law, and, although Christ has died for man's transgression, those who
continue in disobedience will suffer the penalty of their sin. The condition upon which
men will be offered the benefits of salvation is through repentance toward God, because
of transgression of his holy law, faith in Christ, by which he receives power from on
high to become an obedient subject of the government of God. Those who would be
saved must take Christ as their personal Saviour, and become not only hearers, but
doers of his words. "For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son,
that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life."

51



October 1, 1894
What Manner of Persons Ought Ye to Be?

God 1s the Governor of the universe. He has put everything under law. Everything in the
natural world is under law, from the tiniest flower of the garden to the mighty cedars of
Lebanon. The beasts of the fields obey God's law. The ocean obeys his mandate,
"Hitherto shalt thou come, but no further; and here shall thy proud waves be stayed."
When God speaks to man, his voice is to be heard, and his word is to be obeyed. Man is
an intelligent being, and has a mind by which to understand God's will, and a
conscience by which to feel his accountability. He has a heart with which to love the
law of God, which is holy and just and good. But God compels no man to do him honor,
and to render obedience to his law. Compulsion is the work of Satan and his agents.

As intelligent creatures we may know and do the will of God, or we may stubbornly
refuse to submit our finite will to the will of the Infinite. This responsibility that is
placed upon us should fill us with a sense of awe. The requirement of God to us is,
"Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all
thy strength, and with all thy mind; and thy neighbor as thyself." On these two
principles hang all the law and the prophets; and it is for our present and eternal interest
to have a proper understanding of the far-reaching principles of the law of God. "By the
law is the knowledge of sin," and "sin is the transgression of the law." Sinners must
know what is sin before they can have a desire to be rid of sin. It is a matter of eternal
interest that we do not misconceive this vital question. When appeals are made in the
pulpits of our land, and sinners are invited to repent and to be converted, it is the
privilege of the sinner to inquire, What is sin? This we must know, for it is at the peril
of our souls that we continue in sin. The apostle gives us light on this subject, and says,
"Whosoever committeth sin transgresseth also the law; for sin is the transgression of the
law."

Christ was manifested to take away our sins, and in him was no sin. But were the law
abolished, as some claim, we would have no need of a Saviour to take away sin, for
"where there is no law, there is no transgression." "Therefore by the deeds of the law
there shall no flesh be justified in his sight; for by the law is the knowledge of sin."
"What shall we say then? Is the law sin? God forbid. Nay, I had not known sin, but by
the law; for I had not known lust, except the law had said, Thou shalt not covet. But sin,
taking occasion by the commandment, wrought in me all manner of concupiscence. For
without the law sin was dead. For I was alive without the law once; but when the
commandment came [home to the conscience], sin revived, and I died. And the
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commandment, which [if obeyed] was ordained to life, I found to be unto death. For sin,
taking occasion by the commandment, deceived me, and by it slew me. Wherefore the
law is [a yoke of bondage, against me, and something to be trampled underfoot because
it points out my sins?--No.] holy, and the commandment holy, and just, and good. Was
then that which is good made death unto me? God forbid. But sin, that it might appear
sin, working death in me by that which is good; that sin by the commandment might
become exceeding sinful. For we know that the law is spiritual; but I am carnal, sold
under sin."

But though we are carnal, we are to reckon ourselves "dead indeed unto sin, but alive
unto God through Jesus Christ our Lord.... But God be thanked, that ye were the
servants of sin, but ye have obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine which was
delivered you. Being then made free from sin, ye became the servants of
righteousness.... But now being made free from sin, and become servants of God, ye
have your fruit unto holiness, and the end everlasting life. For the wages of sin is death;
but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord." "But if we walk in the
light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus
Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin." "He that saith, I know him, and keepeth not his
commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him. But whoso keepeth his word, in
him verily is the love of God perfected; hereby know we that we are in him. He that
saith he abideth in him ought himself also so to walk, even as he walked. Brethren, |
write no new commandment unto you, but an old commandment which ye had from the
beginning."

In order that there might be no mistake, and no excuse for disobedience, the apostle
makes it very plain as to what commandments are to be regarded,--"an old
commandment which ye had from the beginning." In this reference to the law of
Jehovah he carries the mind back to the commandment which is a memorial of the
creation of the world, when by his work on the six days, and his rest on the seventh,
God laid the foundation for the Sabbath. When the morning stars sang together, and all
the sons of God shouted for joy, God placed the fourth commandment in the bosom of
the Decalogue. In this commandment a special charge is given to "remember the
Sabbath day, to keep it holy." Then follow the reasons for this special charge: "Six days
shalt thou labor, and do all thy work; but the seventh day is the Sabbath of the Lord thy
God; in it thou shalt not do any work, thou, nor thy son, nor thy daughter, thy
manservant, nor thy maidservant, nor thy cattle, nor thy stranger that is within thy gates;
for in six days the Lord made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that in them is, and
rested the seventh day; wherefore the Lord blessed the Sabbath day, and hallowed it."

In the fourth commandment we have the fact set forth that the Maker of heaven and
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earth is the true God. "But the world in its wisdom knew not God." There is much
wisdom in our world, but men, proud in their knowledge, do not employ their wisdom
as did Daniel. They do not behold the beauty, the majesty, the justice, the goodness of
God. They do not see the wisdom and holiness of his truth in his law, which is the
transcript of his character.

If those who believed in God during the old dispensation were enjoined to arise and
shine, how much greater is the obligation today to arise and shine, when our light is
brighter, and shines with clearer and more steady rays. Our obligation to shed forth light
is as much greater than was the obligation of the people of ancient times, as our light is
more clear and definite. "The path of the just is as the shining light, that shineth more
and more unto the perfect day." The disciples of Christ are to make him known to the
world. We have reasoning faculties, and as our capacity increases as we improve upon
the talents that God has given us, we should gather up the divine rays of light that
patriarchs, prophets, and apostles have left to us as hereditary trusts, and should still
continue to seek for truth as for hidden treasure. We are called upon of God to let the
light which he has given us shine forth in clear and steady rays. Everyone who believes
in Christ as the light of the world is to be as a lighthouse on a dangerous coast, sending
forth bright rays of light to warn souls, lest they make shipwreck of faith. But instead of
thus shining, there are thousands who are living a godless, Christless, worldly life,
whose names are registered upon the church books as Christians. They believe about
Christ, but they do not believe in him.

He who obeys the law through the imputed righteousness of Christ, meets every claim
that the Bible presents; but he who sets himself above God, and tramples upon his law,
and still professes to be a child of God, is working on the enemy's side of the
controversy. In our day, even from the pulpits of our land, professed ministers of the
gospel are, as were the Pharisees, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men.
The only safety for the soul at this time is to inquire at every step, What saith the Lord
to his servant? The word of the Lord endureth forever. The Bible is to be our guidebook,
and instead of consulting the wisdom of men, and accepting as divine truth the
assertions of finite mortals, we should search the sure word of prophecy. God has
spoken, and his word is reliable, and we must rest our faith upon a "Thus saith the
Lord." God would have us study the events that are taking place around us, and compare
them with the predictions of his word, in order that we may understand that we are
living in the last days. We want our Bibles, and we want to know what is written
therein. The diligent student of prophecy will be rewarded with clear revelations of
truth, for Jesus said, "Thy word is truth."

Those who profess to be followers of Christ will be found guilty before God unless they

54



are laborers together with God, and earnestly seek to lift up their fellow-men. Prophecy
is rapidly fulfilling; and all men are ranging under their chosen standards. One class are
preparing to be used of the Holy Spirit, and another class are ranging under the black
banner of the prince of evil. This class have no love for either God or their fellow-men,
and Satan uses them as vessels to honor himself. The very atmosphere of our world is
tainted with physical and spiritual miasma. The principles of truth are corrupted. God
has been dishonored, his law has been transgressed, and the earth has become defiled
under the inhabitants thereof, and the vials of the wrath of God will be poured out upon
the world.

Calamities by land and sea, by fire and flood, by pestilence and famine, by horrible
accidents, by earthquakes in divers places, all testify in unmistakable language that the
end of all things is at hand, and that great Babylon is coming into remembrance before
God. The Lord is even at the door, and men's hearts are failing them for fear, and for
looking after those things which shall come upon the earth; for the powers of heaven
shall be shaken. But there is a defense for those who keep the commandments of God
and the faith of Jesus. The prophet declares, "Thy righteousness shall go before thee."
Whose righteousness?--The righteousness of Christ. And he continues, "The glory of
the Lord shall be thy rearward." "God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in
trouble. Therefore will we not fear, though the earth be removed, and though the
mountains be carried into the midst of the sea; though the waters thereof roar and be
troubled, though the mountains shake with the swelling thereof." "But the day of the
Lord will come as a thief in the night; in the which the heavens shall pass away with a
great noise, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat, the earth also and the works
that are therein shall be burned up. Seeing then that all these things shall be dissolved,
what manner of persons ought ye to be in all holy conversation and godliness, looking
for and hasting unto the coming of the day of God, wherein the heavens being on fire
shall be dissolved, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat?"
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October 8, 1894
Man's Relation to the Law

"The law of the Lord is perfect, converting the soul; the testimony of the Lord is sure,
making wise the simple." Before man was created, the heavenly intelligences were
governed by the principles of the law of God. When man was created, God gave to
Adam and Eve a knowledge of his ten precepts. When the morning stars sang together,
and all the sons of God shouted for joy, God laid the foundation for marriage and for the
Sabbath institution. In their happy innocency, the Lord placed Adam and Eve in the
Garden of Eden, and gave them employment in dressing and keeping the garden which
he had made for them. In activity of body and mind they had the means of obtaining
good, and of glorifying their Heavenly Father. Like the angels of God, who are ever
engaged in doing good, in carrying out God's commands, man was ever to engage in
earnest work.

Adam and Eve were placed upon trial, that it might be demonstrated as to whether they
would obey the word of their Creator, or disobey his requirements. The Creator of man
was his Father, and had an entire right to the service he could render. Body, soul, and
spirit, man was the sole property of God. God revealed himself to the innocent pair in
Eden, and conversed with them freely. God was their teacher, and instructed them in
regard to their work. He made it plain to them that by obedience to his holy law they
would retain happiness, and finally be blessed with immortality. Eternal life should be
theirs if they regulated their conduct according to the principles of the law of God. Man
was not left in uncertainty to suppose as to what course he should pursue, or to take any
risk by venturing on some line of conduct which he might think a safe course. As
children are educated by faithful parents, so Adam and Eve were instructed as to what
was required of them as intelligent creatures of God. Every provision was made
whereby blessings might be secured to the human race, and but one mild restriction was
placed upon the sinless pair to test their loyalty to God.

The Lord had said unto them, "Of every tree of the garden thou mayest freely eat; but of
the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it; for in the day that
thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die." In every matter God was to obeyed; but the
test of man's obedience in everything was to be found in his faithfulness in carrying out
one particular command, in abstaining from taking of the forbidden tree. The result of
obedience would be eternal life, and the outworking of disobedience would be death.
Adam and Eve were tempted of Satan. The tempter came to them, saying: "Yea, hath
God said, Ye shall not eat of every tree of the garden? And the woman said unto the
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serpent, We may eat of the fruit of the trees of the garden; but of the fruit of the tree
which is in the midst of the garden, God hath said, Ye shall not eat of it, neither shall ye
touch it, lest ye die. And the serpent said unto the woman, Ye shall not surely die; for
God doth know that in the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall be opened, and ye
shall be as gods, knowing good and evil." They believed the words of the serpent, that
were in contradiction to the words of God, their Maker. Falsehood was taken instead of
truth, and the flood gates of woe were opened upon our world.

It was as Eve was standing near the forbidden tree that Satan gave utterance to the query
of her mind, and thus the controversy on earth was begun. For when she saw that the
tree was "good for food, and that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree to be desired to
make one wise, she took of the fruit thereof, and did eat, and gave also unto her husband
with her; and he did eat." Satan presented to man the bribe of attaining to a higher
position, of gaining knowledge and wisdom beyond that with which their Creator had
endowed them, through an act of disobedience to his divine will. Satan had lost his
derived power and glory, had lost heaven through pride and ambition, for he thought to
place his throne above the stars of God, and to be like the Most High; and now, at a
favorable opportunity, he presents the temptation which had originated with himself, in
order to lead the creatures of God to doubt divine wisdom, and to cast reflection upon
divine providences. Satan did not scruple at deception in order to gain his purpose and
bring shadow over the life and character of the holy pair, to cause sorrow and grief in
heaven, and to thwart the purpose of God in the creation of man. Pretending to be the
friend of man, he placed himself as the enemy of God, and used all his power to prove
that Jehovah had made a mistake in instituting the law to regulate the conduct of his
creatures. But in casting contempt upon the law of God he was only seeking to further
his hellish design of bringing the human race under his own control.

After Satan had induced man to sin against God, he claimed that man had chosen him as
his leader in the place of God, and that his work from henceforth should be to unite with
him in making void the law of Jehovah. It was his work now to enlist the beings whom
God had created, to be the agents of Satan, and to cooperate with him in obliterating the
moral image of God from the soul. Through all the ages he has worked upon the same
principles that he worked upon in causing the fall of man. He presented the restriction of
God in such a way to the mind of Eve as to create jealousy, and said to her, "God doth
know that in the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall be opened, and ye shall be as
gods, knowing good and evil." Satan cast reflections upon the character of God,
representing him as selfish and oppressive.

Our first parents were without an experience for themselves; but, had they lived by
every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God, they would not have disobeyed
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their Creator. The terrible and tremendous effects of their disobedience opened their
eyes. They discerned that the holy covering of light that God had provided for them had
departed from them, and that they were naked. Oh, if they had but heeded the
instruction that God had given them,--to call upon him when they were threatened with
evil from the fallen foe,--they would have had the presence of angels to shield them in
the hour of temptation, and the fascinating charm of Satan would have been broken! But
they did not look for the fallen foe to come to them with soft words and fair speeches, as
a friend who would give them information fraught with weighty importance to them.
Had Satan come to them with rough words, charging God with dishonesty, accusing
him of being overbearing, and of giving them commandments that would require the
degradation of their independence, they would have understood his attack; but in
flattering their pride, in presenting to them a prospect of exaltation, he caused them to
forget God, and sin entered into the world. The beings that God had created placed
themselves on the enemy's side. The human family was lost.

Will God abolish his law because Adam sinned? Had he done this, he would have
immortalized sin, which is the transgression of his law. No, this would have been
impossible. Wherever there is a kingdom there must be statutes and laws, and the law of
God is the transcript of his character. But provisions had been made in the counsels of
the Father and the Son to meet this emergency. It had been provided that, should Adam
fall a prey to the tempter's power, a ransom should be found in the Son of God, who
should become man's Redeemer. An opportunity should be given to man to repent of his
sin, and, through faith in Christ as his personal Saviour, to be restored to the divine
image and favor. After the fall, the Lord said unto the serpent, "I will put enmity
between thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy
head, and thou shalt bruise his heel."

The controversy was to wage between Christ and Satan throughout all time. The costly
ransom that was provided reveals the value that God set upon man. Christ volunteered
to become man's surety and substitute, and took upon himself the penalty of
transgression, in order that a way might be provided whereby every son and daughter of
Adam may, through faith in their Redeemer, cooperate with heavenly intelligences, and
oppose the workings of Satan, and thus bring in everlasting righteousness. The Lord
Jesus would take man into partnership with himself. Human intelligences have been
endowed by their Creator with capabilities and powers, which, if surrendered to God,
will promote his glory in building up his kingdom in the earth. Human beings can reach
human beings through the imparted gift of the Spirit of God. Through faith man accepts
the world's Redeemer as his Captain, and when standing under his blood-stained banner,
he becomes a partaker of the divine nature, and in cooperation with God is to act an
important part in revealing the glory of God to a world in the darkness of transgression.
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Unless man shall fully cooperate with Christ in the work of rescuing souls from evil, the
plan of salvation can never be carried out. But through the scheme of redemption,
notwithstanding the opposition of Satan's united agencies, the Lord will bring good out
of the evil that Satan designed should exist. The counsels of God will stand before
unfallen worlds, before heavenly intelligences, before the fallen world, and he will
accomplish all the good pleasure of his will.

Man has the honor of being taken into partnership with God, and the secrets of the Lord
are with them that fear him. God will give light and knowledge, so that, by conforming
to his directions, man may become one with Jesus Christ; and the Father will love him
who is conformed to his law, as he loves his only-begotten Son. Satan has laid his plans
for the purpose of divorcing man from God, and causing him to break God's holy law.
He has come to man in our day as he came to Adam in Eden, and through his agents is
saying today that the law is not binding on man, but that it is abolished. Those to whom
God has given reasoning powers should use them to better advantage than did Adam
when he transgressed the law of God. We have the example of Adam before us to warn
us from treading on the dangerous ground upon which Adam fell. Adam accepted the
false suggestions and the foul misrepresentations concerning God, rather than a plain
"Thus saith the Lord." Let not the presumptuous assertions and claims of men be
reiterated as the voice of God. Let those who would serve God remember that it is
written, "Blessed are they that do his commandments, that they may have right to the
tree of life, and may enter in through the gates into the city."
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October 15, 1894
Consider the Moral Code

"I will walk at liberty; for I seek thy precepts. I will speak of thy testimonies also before
kings, and will not be ashamed. And I will delight myself in thy commandments, which
I have loved. My hands also will I lift up unto thy commandments which I have loved;
and I will meditate in thy statutes." The commandments of God are not a yoke of
bondage, and in obedience to them we have nothing of which to be ashamed. We should
not feel that we are severely restricted in being required to keep God's law. The Lord
withholds from us nothing which is for our good. We should be ashamed of
disobedience to his precepts.

There are men who profess to open the Scriptures to others, and who claim to be
ministers of the gospel, who yet place stumbling-blocks in the way of those who are
seeking for safe paths. But let the sincere seeker for truth look to the Author of truth,
and not to the would-be instructor who knows not the way of light. Go to the Fountain
of knowledge, and become acquainted with what saith the Scriptures, and take no
mortal man's inferences and assertions. The fallacies of men have in them no power to
sanctify the soul; and the word of God is not to be adulterated with the customs and
traditions of the world. "To the law and to the testimony; if they speak not according to
this word, it is because there is no light in them." "And hereby we know that we are of
the truth, and shall assure our hearts before him. For if our heart condemn us, God is
greater than our heart, and knoweth all things. Beloved, if our heart condemn us not,
then have we confidence toward God. And whatsoever we ask, we receive of him,
because we keep his commandments, and do those things that are pleasing in his sight.
And this is his commandment, That we should believe on the name of his Son Jesus
Christ, and love one another, as he gave us commandment. And he that keepeth his
commandments dwelleth in him, and he in him. And hereby we know that he abideth in
us, by the Spirit which he hath given us."

The next verse opens with this warning: "Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the
spirits whether they are of God; because many false prophets are gone out into the
world." Let us consider the moral law, which was specified by the loved disciple as the
"old commandment which ye had from the beginning," which was spoken from Mount
Sinai amid smoke and flame, thunder and earthquake. The commandments are:

"I. Thou shalt have no other gods before me.
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"II. Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image, or any likeness of anything that is
in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth;
thou shalt not bow down thyself to them, nor serve them; for I the Lord thy God am a
jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children unto the third and
fourth generation of them that hate me; and showing mercy unto thousands of them that
love me, and keep my commandments.

"III. Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord thy God in vain; for the Lord will not
hold him guiltless that taketh his name in vain.

"IV. Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. Six days shalt thou labor, and do all
thy work; but the seventh day is the Sabbath of the Lord thy God; in it thou shalt not do
any work, thou, nor thy son, nor thy daughter, thy manservant, nor thy maidservant, nor
thy cattle, nor thy stranger that is within thy gates; for in six days the Lord made heaven
and earth, the sea, and all that in them is, and rested the seventh day; wherefore the Lord
blessed the Sabbath day, and hallowed it.

"V. Honor thy father and thy mother; that thy days may be long upon the land which the
Lord thy God giveth thee.

"VI. Thou shalt not kill.

"VII. Thou shalt not commit adultery.

"VIII. Thou shalt not steal.

"IX. Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy neighbor.

"X. Thou shalt not covet thy neighbor's house, thou shalt not covet thy neighbor's wife,
nor his manservant, nor his maidservant, nor his ox, nor his ass, nor anything that is thy
neighbor's."

If this code of morals had been respected and obeyed, the world would not now be in
the state in which it is,--corrupted under the inhabitants thereof. If human agents had
cooperated with God, and had obeyed the laws which lie at the foundation of his
government, we should not see and hear so much concerning iniquity and crime,
suffering and death. Christ magnified the law, and made it honorable. He saw the
necessity of expounding the law which he himself had spoken amid flame and thunder
and tempest. The rabbis had heaped the rubbish of their traditions upon the law, and
made of no effect the commandments of God, because they taught as doctrines the
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commandments of men. He showed the people that the law of God penetrated to the
motives of the heart, and the lover of self was a transgressor of the law. He rescued the
commandments from their companionship with error, and placed them in the framework
of the gospel, and presented them to men in their true significance and importance; and
to those who listened the law seemed a new revelation. Far from taking anything from
the sacredness of a single precept, he revealed to men the exalted character of the whole
law. But because he cleansed from the law the rubbish of tradition, and freed it from the
exactions of men, and from the multitude of minute requirements of men, that confused
the people, and hindered them from seeing the real significance of the requirements of
Jehovah, the Pharisees were saying in their hearts that Christ had come to do away with
the law. But while they were musing in their hearts, he spoke words that revealed to
them the fact that he read their thoughts as an open book:

"Think not that I am come to destroy the law, or the prophets; I am not come to destroy,
but to fulfill. For verily I say unto you, Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle
shall in nowise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled. Whosoever therefore shall break
one of these least commandments, and shall teach men so, he shall be called the least in
the kingdom of heaven; but whosoever shall do and teach them, the same shall be called
great in the kingdom of heaven. For I say unto you, That except your righteousness shall
exceed the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, ye shall in no case enter into the
kingdom of heaven."

Christ then proceeds to show that the commandments are exceeding broad, and
penetrate to the very motives that control the heart.

The great adversary, the first rebel and apostate, makes war on the commandments of
God, for "by the law is the knowledge of sin." This is the reason that he would have the
world believe that the law of God is not binding, for then he can keep men in ignorance
of the fact that they are sinners and in need of a Saviour. In this way he can lead them to
reject the great salvation, that has been purchased for them at infinite cost.
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October 22, 1894
The Commandments Are to Be Obeyed

"The mercy of the Lord is from everlasting to everlasting upon them that fear him, and
his righteousness unto children's children; to such as keep his covenant, and to those
that remember his commandments to do them." The conditions upon which the
promises of God are to be fulfilled, that we may prolong our days, and abide in the
tabernacle of God, to dwell in his holy hill in the heavens, are found in the injunction to
keep God's commandments and live, and his law as the apple of the eye. Jesus said, "If
ye keep my commandments, ye shall abide in my love; even as I have kept my Father's
commandments, and abide in his love. These things have I spoken unto you, that my joy
might remain in you, and that your joy might be full." The law of God, with its
commands of "Thou shalt," and "Thou shalt not," is in full force today, and is as binding
on life and character as when it was proclaimed from Sinai.

The living out of the law of God means a life of purity that is impossible to man unless
he cooperates with God, becoming a partaker of the divine nature, having escaped the
corruption that is in the world through lust. Every sinful indulgence, every form of vice,
all selfish ambition, is condemned by the moral law. The cheap, loose, inattentive type
of mind and character which is so prevalent in this generation, is not sanctioned by the
law of God. That law condemns the sensual vice that clothes itself in an appearance of
loveliness until the soul is ensnared and learns by bitter experience how hateful are the
results of indulgence in sin. The law of God is an emanation from the divine mind, and
the commandments cover the moral obligation of men.

During the brief probation of life, we are to be educated and disciplined for the future
immortal life, and the rule of life is to be the commandments of God. "Thou shalt," and
"Thou shalt not," are not grievous commands. The law of God is not a yoke of bondage,
for the doers of the law shall find life and strength in obedience, and through the grace
given them by Jesus Christ they are enabled to be truly obedient to God's holy rule of
life. To keep God's commandments is to keep the soul in the love of God, to secure life
from evil, and to discipline the character for a heaven of love.

Those who teach that the binding claims of the law of God have been abolished, think
that they know all about the commandments of God; but they make it manifest by their
course of disobedience that they are ignorant of the first and last principles of the law,
and that they know nothing of the character of God, which is portrayed in the law. The
young ruler who came to Jesus asking what he should do to inherit eternal life, thought
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himself very wise, and in self-complacency, and with a touch of offended dignity,
assured Christ when he bade him keep the commandments that he had kept them all
from his youth up, and yet Jesus opened up to his mind the fact that he was self-
deceived, and knew nothing of keeping the commandments of God. When he was
directed to sell what he had, and give to the poor, and come and follow the Lord of life,
he went away sorrowful. Those who imagine that they understand the law of God while
living in disobedience, make their ignorance manifest by their life and example, and
reveal the fact that they have no comprehension of the depth and significance of its
precepts.

The law is our teacher, instructing us as to what is rectitude and perfection of character,
in order that through the righteousness of Christ we may have a living connection with
God. "Good and upright is the Lord; therefore will he teach sinners in the way. The
meek will he guide in judgment; and the meek will he teach his way. All the paths of the
Lord are mercy and truth unto such as keep his covenant and his testimonies." "The
secret of the Lord is with them that fear him; and he will show them his covenant."

"I have set the Lord always before me; because he is at my right hand, I shall not be
moved." Thus are stated the conditions upon which we may expect the blessing of the
Lord. The result of cooperation with God is set forth,--"I shall not be moved." Those
who keep the commandments of God are promised the gift of eternal life; but he who
disobeys the law shall not see life, but the wrath of God abideth on him.

"Hear, ye that are afar off, what I have done; and, ye that are near, acknowledge my
might. The sinners in Zion are afraid; fearfulness hath surprised the hypocrites. Who
among us shall dwell with the devouring fire? who among us shall dwell with
everlasting burnings? He that walketh righteously, and speaketh uprightly; he that
despiseth the gain of oppressions, that shaketh his hands from holding of bribes, that
stoppeth his ears from hearing of blood, and shutteth his eyes from seeing evil; he shall
dwell on high; his place of defense shall be the munitions of rocks; bread shall be given
him; his waters shall be sure. Thine eyes shall see the King in his beauty; they shall
behold the land that is very far off." "But there the glorious Lord will be unto us a place
of broad rivers and streams; wherein shall go no galley with oars, neither shall gallant
ship pass thereby. For the Lord is our Judge, the Lord is our Lawgiver, the Lord is our
King; he will save us. Thy tacklings are loosed; they could not well strengthen their
mast; they could not spread the sail: then is the prey of a great spoil divided; the lame
take the prey. And the inhabitant shall not say, I am sick; the people that dwell therein
shall be forgiven their iniquity."

"Love is the fulfilling of the law." God is love, and when we love God supremely and
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love our neighbor as ourselves, we reflect the character of the Father and the Son. But
those who truly love God will be obedient to all his commands. Obedience is the test of
love. Jesus says, "He that hath my commandments, and keepeth them, he it is that loveth
me; and he that loveth me shall be loved of my Father, and I will love him, and will
manifest myself to him." "If a man love me, he will keep my words; and my Father will
love him, and we will come unto him, and make our abode with him. He that loveth me
not keepeth not my sayings; and the word which ye hear is not mine, but the Father's
which sent me." "And hereby we do know that we know him, if we keep his
commandments. He that saith, I know him, and keepeth not his commandments, is a
liar, and the truth is not in him. But whoso keepeth his word, in him verily is the love of
God perfected; hereby know we that we are in him. He that saith he abideth in him
ought himself also so to walk, even as he walked." Now lest there should be any
misunderstanding as to what commandments should be obeyed, John says, "Brethren, I
write no new commandment unto you, but an old commandment which ye had from the
beginning." John writes again: "I rejoiced greatly that I found of thy children walking in
truth, as we have received a commandment from the Father. And now I beseech thee,
lady, not as though I wrote a new commandment unto thee, but that which we had from
the beginning, that we love one another; and this is love, that we walk after his
commandments. This is the commandment, That, as ye have heard from the beginning,
ye should walk in it. For many deceivers are entered into the world." "For this is the
love of God that we keep his commandments: and his commandments are not grievous;"
they are not a yoke of bondage, as commandment breakers would have us believe.
"Here is the patience of the saints; here are they that keep the commandments of God,
and the faith of Jesus." "Blessed are they that do his commandments, that they may have
right to the tree of life, and may enter in through the gates into the city."
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October 29, 1894
To Abide in Christ the Will Must Be Surrendered

Christ says: "I am the true vine, and my Father is the husbandman. Every branch in me
that beareth not fruit he taketh away; and every branch that beareth fruit, he purgeth it,
that it may bring forth more fruit.... Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot
bear fruit of itself, except it abide in the vine; no more can ye, except ye abide in me. |
am the vine, ye are the branches. He that abideth in me, and I in him, the same bringeth
forth much fruit; for without me ye can do nothing."

It is not enough that we believe a portion of truth, we must grasp truth after truth, and by
both precept and example we must teach the truth as it is in Jesus. When sorrow comes,
we may see the love of Christ in it all, and the fullness of divine love may keep the soul
in perfect peace. If we abide in Christ we must ever be searching after truth as for
hidden treasures, in order that our apprehensions of truth may be quick and
comprehensive. We shall not then be putting on the garments of resistance, and be
prepared to be prejudiced against the very things which we need in our time. Christ is
continually unfolding old truths in a new light. The only way in which we will be
prepared to have a more perfect apprehension of truth, is by keeping the heart tender
and subdued by the Spirit of Christ. We cannot afford to cultivate hardness of heart; for
if we are students in the school of Christ, we shall be continually growing in knowledge.

Jesus gives the invitation: "Come unto me, all ye that labor and are heavy laden, and I
will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for [ am meek and lowly in
heart; and ye shall find rest unto your souls; for my yoke is easy, and my burden is
light." When we come to Jesus as humble learners, seeking to know the mind of Christ,
we shall have no disagreeable surprises. That which we received from him will be to us
light, and life, and salvation. We shall walk in the light of the Sun of Righteousness,
advancing from light to a greater light, and at every step our hearts will well up with
gratitude for the precious revelations of his love. We shall not walk in darkness, we
shall behold him who is our only help, him who only has the words of eternal life.

We are never to feel that there is no more truth to be unfolded to us. The history of the
past few years has taught us that the words which Jesus spoke to his disciples are
appropriate to us. He said: "I have many things to say unto you; but ye cannot bear them
now." But I trust that we shall not have the experience of those disciples who, when
new truth was revealed to them, walked no more with him, but "because of the word
they were offended." Will the experience of these disciples be repeated that called forth
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from Christ these words: "There are some of you that believe not. For Jesus knew from
the beginning who they were that believed not, and who should betray him.... From that
time many of his disciples went back, and walked no more with him. Then said Jesus
unto the twelve, Will ye also go away? Then Simon Peter answered him, Lord, to whom
shall we go? thou hast the words of eternal life. And we believe and are sure that thou
art that Christ, the Son of the living God."

"Therefore, seeing we have this ministry, as we have received mercy, we faint not; but
have renounced the hidden things of dishonesty, not walking in craftiness, nor handling
the word of God deceitfully; but, by manifestation of the truth, commending ourselves
to every man's conscience in the sight of God. But if our gospel be hid, it is hid to them
that are lost; in whom the God of this world hath blinded the mind of them which
believe not, lest the light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of God,
should shine unto them. For we preach not ourselves; but Jesus Christ the Lord; and
ourselves your servants for Jesus' sake. For God, who commanded the light to shine out
of darkness, hath shined in our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of
God 1n the face of Jesus Christ."

Could our eyes be opened, and could each see the conflict of angelic agencies with the
Satanic confederacy, who are combined with evil human agencies, what astonishment
would come upon the soul. The holy angels are working with terrible intensity for the
salvation of men, because the destroyer of souls is seeking to make of no effect the
salvation which has been purchased at infinite cost. Could our spiritual vision be
opened, we should see that which would never be effaced from the memory as long as
life should last. We should see souls bowed down under oppression, loaded with grief
and pressed down as a cart beneath the sheaves, and ready to die in discouragement. We
should see angels flying swiftly to aid the tempted ones who stand as on the brink of a
precipice. These tempted souls are unable to help themselves, and avoid the ruin which
threatens them; but the angels of God are forcing back the evil angels, and guiding the
souls away from the dangerous places, to plant their feet on a sure foundation. We
should see battles going on between the two armies, as real as those fought by opposing
forces on earth. When the power of Satan over souls is broken, we see men binding their
will to the cross, and crucifying the flesh with the affections and lusts. It is indeed a
crucifixion of self; for the will is surrendered to Christ. The will of man is none too
strong when it is sanctified and put on the side of Christ. The will is a power, and as
many triumphs are to be won in spiritual warfare, and many points of progress to be
made in the spiritual journey, and many lessons to be learned from Christ, the great
Teacher, it is necessary that the will should be sanctified. In surrendering the will, the
root of the matter is reached. When the will is surrendered, the streams that flow from
the fountain will not be bitter, but will be as pure as crystal. The flowers and fruit of
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Christian life will bloom and ripen to perfection.

Jesus Christ is our example in all things. He began life, passed through its experiences,
and ended its record, with a sanctified human will. He was tempted in all points like as
we are, and yet because he kept his will surrendered and sanctified, he never bent in the
slightest degree toward the doing of evil, or toward manifesting rebellion against God.
Have men and women who profess to be followers of Christ, been simply gratifying
their own tastes, been confirming themselves in selfishness, in obstinacy, simply living
to gratify their carnal propensities? Those who persist in living in this way will at some
time in their experience become offended by the truth presented from the word of God.
They cannot be one with Christ or abide in him, because they refuse the terms upon
which salvation is provided. They do not wear Christ's yoke or lift Christ's burden; for
they will not learn of him meekness and lowliness of heart. Those who have a sanctified
will, that is in unison with the will of Christ, will day by day have their wills bound to
the will of Christ, which will act in blessing others, and react upon themselves with
divine power. Many cultivate those things which war against the soul; for their desires
and their will are set against God, and employed in the service of Satan.

Let us no longer gratify the enemy by complaining of the strength of our evil will; for in
so doing we are feeding and encouraging our wills against God, and pleasing the evil
one. Let us remember that we are children of God, pledged to cherish a holy will which
cometh to us from God. "As many as received him, to them gave he power to become
the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name; which were born, not of blood,
nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God."

When we resist the devil, he will flee from us, and we will rise above the human
weakness in a way that will be a mystery even to ourselves. The judgment day is not
that which will decide our eternal interests; but it is the yielding to influences that either
subject our character to the moulding of Christ, or oppose our will to the will of God.
The one absorbing aim of the life of Christ was to do the will of his heavenly Father. He
did not become offended with God; for he lived not to please himself. The human will
of Christ would not have led him to the wilderness of temptation, to fast, and to be
tempted of the devil. It would not have led him to endure humiliation, scorn, reproach,
suffering, and death. His human nature shrank from all these things as decidedly as ours
shrinks from them. He endured the contradiction of sinners against himself. The contrast
between the life and character of Christ and our life and character is painful to
contemplate. What did Christ live to do? It was the will of his heavenly Father. Christ
left us an example, that we should follow in his steps. Are we doing it?
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November 5, 1894
"Comprehended It Not"

The Lord Jesus, the Majesty of heaven, laid aside his royal robe and relinquished his
royal crown, gave up his high command, and came into the world, all seared and marred
with the curse. "All things were made by him; and without him was not anything made
that was made. In him was life; and the life was the light of men." Did the world
appreciate the light?--No; they refused to accept the bright beams of the Sun of
Righteousness. "And the light shineth in darkness; and the darkness comprehended it
not." Thus it will be until the close of time. The Son of God came personally into the
world, and men did to him as they listed. "He was in the world, and the world was made
by him, and the world knew him not. He came unto his own, and his own received him
not; but as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God,
even to them that believe on his name; which were born not of blood, nor of the will of
the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God. And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt
among us (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father), full
of grace and truth."

The Son of God came to our world with his heart overflowing with love for fallen man.
He was in the express image of God, and equal with God in character. He was the
brightness of his Father's glory, the express image of his person. He came to meet and to
conquer his adversary, Satan, the fallen angel, who had become exalted because of his
brightness and wisdom, and who desired to place his throne above the throne of God.
Satan desired to set aside the law of God, whose precepts could not be altered any more
than could his character or his throne. Satan sought to be first among the ranks of
heaven, to have the supremacy in the courts of God, and for this sin he was cast out of
heaven, and became the lowest of all creatures. Christ came to controvert Satan's
assertions, and to reveal his misrepresentations of the character of God. The Son of God
clothed his divinity with humanity, and came to the world without parade or display,
that he might be accepted, not because of outward attractions, but because of his
heavenly attributes of character, as revealed in his words and works. He presented to
men lessons whereby their souls were brought into comparison with the law of God, not
in a legal light, but in the light of the Sun of Righteousness, that man by beholding
might be changed into the divine image.

Jesus taught that in no case is man to give up his mind to the guidance of his fellowman,

or to follow his own vain imagination. This is what men will do if they drop eternity out
of their reckoning, for they will fail to contemplate the things of heaven, and will make
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the world and the things of time their first consideration. When Christ came to the
world, he found men engaged in pursuing phantoms as though they were realities, and
eternal realities were looked upon as unreal and unimportant. They were wholly given
up to strife for worldly conveniences and for providing possessions for the future.

Jesus presented to men eternal considerations, and urged upon them the necessity of not
losing eternity out of their reckoning. He sought to attract their minds to contemplation
of sacred truth, of a high, immortal character, capable of expanding and elevating the
mind and ennobling the soul. He sought to reveal to them the fact that man cannot serve
God and mammon, for, through serving the world and seeking for worldly gain and
honor, the service of God 1s made a secondary matter.

The Lord Jesus requires that those who would serve God shall make the world and its
interests subordinate to the interests of pure and undefiled religion, and he gave to man
in his own life an example of what it meant to be a loyal worshiper of God. If men
follow the precepts and example of Christ, they will not become the sport of Satan's
temptations. They will not let day after day go by without a thought of God, as they
follow out their own devices and plans, as did the inhabitants of the world in the time of
Noah. In Noah's day men carried out their plans with no reference whatever to God,
upon whose power they were continually dependent. We should continually realize that
God is at our right hand, saying, "This is the way, walk ye in it."

In his lessons Jesus presents different symbols and illustrations as he seeks to restore the
moral image of God in man, and save the soul from utterly yielding itself to the power
of the destroyer. Jesus says, "Come unto me, all ye that labor and are heavy laden;" and,
although you have followed in a course that I have forbidden, and in so doing, you have
bound your own souls under Satan's oppressive yoke, and have carried the burden he
has imposed upon you, yet "come unto me,....and I will give you rest. Take my yoke
upon you, and learn of me; for [ am meek and lowly in heart; and ye shall find rest unto
your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light." Shall we practice this lesson?
Shall we daily learn that peace, rest, happiness, power, and true greatness are in
becoming meek and lowly of heart? Jesus bids us learn of him, for he was meek and
lowly in heart. If he had thought that the best way to save perishing souls was to charm
the senses and attract them to his standard through pomp and display, he could have
surrounded himself with worldly attractions, and presented to them maxims and
sentiments that would have won the approval of the world.

But there was but one remedy by which man could be saved,--man must believe God's

word, and follow the example of humility and meekness of heart. Jesus leads the minds
of men from their worldly philosophy and self-exalting sentiments to the purity and
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virtue of the gospel. He leads them away from their false religions of fancy and human
reason. There is a religion in the world that is apparently beautiful, but which leads men
to turn with disgust from the representation given by Christ of the office work of the
Holy Spirit. Of the Comforter which he was to send to his disciples, he says, "And when
he 1s come, he will reprove the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment."
The natural heart does not enjoy this constant reproving of sin and continual exalting of
righteousness. Men feel disgusted when they are represented as helpless to do good; yet
Jesus declares, "Without me ye can do nothing." The word of God requires humility and
practical godliness, and the picture of man's dependence upon God is mortifying to the
selfish independence of man, to his grand ideas of eloquence and finery and parade,
which he esteems as essential for the conversion of the world.

Those who are enamored of this religion of fancy do not relish the idea of destroying the
old man with his deeds, and bringing into subjection every rebellious thought to the
dominion of Christ. They do not desire to submit themselves to the control of the Spirit
of God, which works in the human heart to expel every corruption and to establish vital
principles of virtue, temperance, godliness, brotherly kindness, and Christlike love. Yet
those who receive the Spirit of God, though they were dead in trespasses and sins, will
experience the active working of that power which raised Jesus Christ from the dead.
The vital power of the Holy Spirit will raise up those who realize their helplessness, and
who come confessing their sins and believing in Jesus. All the faculties are to be
brought under the control of the Spirit of God. Unaided humanity may struggle with all
its power, may exercise reason, eloquence, and philosophy in seeking to repair the ruins
of a fallen, disordered world; men may listen to the theories of men, but the question to
ask is, What have been the results? Jesus answers, "Without me ye can do nothing."
When all the wisdom of the schools, all the accumulations of human ability, are brought
to bear upon those who are dead in trespasses and sins, they avail nothing for the
reformation of character. Human selfishness remains in all its depravity. The Spirit of
God alone can make and keep men pure. Its work upon the soul is represented as
bringing life to the dead, and freeing the soul from the slavery of sin, which has brought
it under the condemnation of the law, where wrath and tribulation fall upon every evil
doer. It is the grace of Christ which brings salvation to everyone who receives it. Those
who are converted, experience peace and assurance forever. In place of being slaves,
they are made free through Jesus Christ. Brought into the liberty of obedient children,
they can say, "I delight in the law of God after the inward man."

We see and are compelled to acknowledge human depravity, but we do not need to stop
at this conclusion, for through faith in Christ life and immortality are brought to light.
"Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world!" Jesus is the one of
whom Isaiah said: "For unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is given; and the
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government shall be upon his shoulder; and his name shall be called Wonderful,
Counselor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace. Of the
increase of his government and peace there shall be no end, upon the throne of David,
and upon his kingdom, to order it, and to establish it with judgment and with justice
from henceforth even forever. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will perform this."

Man is full of frailties and imperfections, and dependent upon God, and yet he stretches
himself to enormous proportions of importance, and makes boast of his human wisdom
and achievements. He forgets that he is in the world which God has made by his own
wisdom. And shall man refuse to admit his obligation to the law of the Creator? The
truly converted soul will stand true to the law of God, and be obedient to all his
commandments.
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November 12, 1894
A Perpetual Memorial

The law of God 1s immutable 1n its character, for "it is easier for heaven and earth to
pass, than for one tittle of the law to fail." The law of God is a revelation of the divine
will, a transcript of the divine character, and must forever endure. Not one command
has been annulled; not a jot or a tittle of the law has been changed. The Psalmist says,
"Forever, O Lord, thy word is settled in heaven." "All his commandments are sure.
They stand fast forever and ever." In the very bosom of the Decalogue is the fourth
commandment, as it was proclaimed:

"Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. Six days shalt thou labor, and do all thy
work; but the seventh day is the Sabbath of the Lord thy God; in it thou shalt not do any
work, thou, nor thy son, nor thy daughter, thy manservant, nor thy maidservant, nor thy
cattle, nor thy stranger that is within thy gates; for in six days the Lord made heaven and

earth, the sea, and all that in them is, and rested the seventh day; wherefore the Lord
blessed the Sabbath day, and hallowed it."

The claim so often put forth that Christ changed the Sabbath is disproved by his own
words. In the sermon on the mount he said: "Think not that I am come to destroy the
law, or the prophets; I am not come to destroy, but to fulfill. For verily I say unto you,
Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in nowise pass from the law, till all
be fulfilled. Whosoever therefore shall break one of these least commandments, and
shall teach men so, he shall be called the least in the kingdom of heaven; but whosoever
shall do and teach them, the same shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven." Both
by precept and example the Saviour taught the sacred obligations of the Sabbath
commandment. Throughout his ministry upon earth no small share of his teaching was
directed toward instructing men as to what was lawful to do upon the Sabbath day. He
set aside the traditions of men, and because he did not concede to the perverted customs
of the Jews, by which they heaped exactions upon the people in regard to the Sabbath,
he was accused of Sabbath breaking. But this was a false charge, for he declared that the
works of mercy and necessity which he had done were lawful works and in harmony
with Sabbath keeping. In their ignorance and superstition the Jews had condemned the
guiltless. Are there not others who have followed this course and have charged Christ
with Sabbath breaking, with violation of the law of God?

Jesus said at the close of his earthly ministry, "I have kept my Father's commandments,
and abide in his love." Neither the Saviour nor his followers ever broke the law of the
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Sabbath. Had the Jews been able to sustain their charge against Christ as a Sabbath
breaker, as they tried to do, they would have had no need of bringing false witnesses in
order that they might secure his condemnation and death. But because no fault could be
found with him, in order to secure his death it was necessary that men should perjure
their souls by testifying to a lie.

Christ not only honored the Sabbath throughout his life upon the earth, but he provided
that its sacred claims should be remembered and honored after his death and
resurrection. When warning his disciples of the destruction of Jerusalem, which did not
take place until forty years after his ascension, he said, "But pray ye that your flight be
not in the winter, neither on the Sabbath day; for then shall be great tribulation, such as
was not since the beginning of the world to this time." In accordance with his
instruction, the followers of Christ were enabled to depart from the besieged city, and
escape to the mountains, not taking their flight either in the winter, nor upon the
Sabbath day. After the death of Christ the disciples "rested the Sabbath day according to
the commandment." After the ascension of Christ, Paul, the great apostle to the
Gentiles, preached to both Jews and Gentiles "on the Sabbath day."

Then how can we account for the observance of the first day of the week by the
majority of professed Christians, when the Bible presents no authority for this change
either in the precepts or in the example of Christ or his followers? We can account for it
in the fact that the world has followed the traditions of men instead of a "Thus saith the
Lord." This has been the work that Satan has always sought to accomplish,--lead men
away from the commandments of God to the veneration and obedience of the traditions
of the world. Through human instrumentalities he has cast contempt upon the Sabbath
of Jehovah, and has stigmatized it as "the old Jewish Sabbath." Thousands have
thoughtlessly echoed this reproach, as though it were something to which was attached
great weight of argument; but they have lost sight of the fact that the Jewish people
were especially chosen of God as the guardians of his truth, the keepers of his law, the
depositary of his sacred oracles. They received the lively oracles to give unto us. The
Old and New Testaments both came through the Jews to us. Every promise in the Bible,
every ray of light which has shone upon us from the word of God, has come through the
Jewish nation.

Christ was the leader of the Hebrews as they marched from Egypt to Canaan. In union
with the Father, Christ proclaimed the law amid the thunders of Sinai to the Jews, and
when he appeared on earth as a man among men, he came as a descendant of Abraham.
Shall we use the same argument concerning the Bible and Christ, and reject them as
Jewish, as is done in rejecting the Sabbath of the Lord our God? The Sabbath institution
is as closely identified with the Jews as is the Bible, and there is the same reason for the
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rejection of one as of the other. But the Sabbath is not Jewish in its origin. It was
instituted in Eden before there were such a people known as the Jews. The Sabbath was
made for all mankind, and was instituted in Eden before the fall of man. The Creator
called it "my holy day." Christ announced himself as "the Lord of the Sabbath."
Beginning with creation, it is as old as the human race, and having been made for man it
will exist as long as man shall exist. Hallowed by the Creator's rest and blessing, the
Sabbath was kept by Adam in his innocence in holy Eden, by Adam fallen, yet
repentant, when he was driven from his happy estate. It was kept by all the patriarchs
from Abel to Noah, to Abraham, to Jacob. When the chosen people were in bondage in
Egypt, many, in the midst of the prevailing idolatry, lost their knowledge of God's law;
but when the Lord delivered Israel, he proclaimed his law in awful grandeur to the
assembled multitude, that they might know his will, and fear and obey him forever.

From that day to this the knowledge of God's law has been preserved in the earth, and
the Sabbath of the fourth commandment has been kept. Christ has given no hint that the
seventh-day Sabbath has ever been or ever could be changed, and no apostolic example
for the change from the seventh to the first day of the week can be cited. The custom of
observing the first day of the week instead of the seventh day of divine appointment has
no authority save that of tradition, popular custom, and the command of the Church of
Rome. The Church of Rome has been the agent by which Satan has made this breach in
the law of God, and turned the professed Christian world away from the precepts of
Jehovah. Through his insinuation men made the claim that because Christ rose from the
dead on the first day of the week, therefore the first day of the week should be
celebrated as the Christian sabbath, but the Scriptures give no authority for this manner
of reasoning. The prince of evil well knew that could he set aside the true foundation for
Sabbath observance, he could make the fourth commandment of no significance in the
minds of men. Thus, under the pretense of honoring Christ, Satan succeeds in tearing
down God's great memorial, turning the minds of men away from their Creator in a
false zeal for a spurious institution. He led the Jews to have a false zeal for the Sabbath,
and then induced them to reject Christ, the Lord of the Sabbath. (Concluded next week.)
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November 19, 1894
A Perpetual Memorial

Satan's chief agent in bringing about the rejection of the fourth commandment, and the
institution of the first day of the week as a day of rest, has been the Roman Catholic
Church. The Roman Catholic Church does not deny the part she has acted in this
change, but makes a boast of her power as shown in the change which she has brought
about in the world. Papists acknowledge that the Bible gives no sanction to this change,
and that Protestants have no Scriptural authority for Sunday worship. The Catholic
Church changed the day of rest from the seventh to the first day, and without the
shadow of divine sanction it has been accepted by almost all the Protestant churches,
and Rome, pointing to the adherents of her doctrines, claims the supremacy. In changing
the fourth precept of God's law, the papal power has thought itself able to exalt itself
above all that is called God, or that is worshipped. This was the very work that the
prophecy foretold would be done by this power. In trampling upon the fourth
commandment, the first commandment is broken. Their idolatry is similar to that of
Israel's when she substituted a god which her own hands had made, for the living and
true God, and followed after the example of Egypt; for when the Catholics substitute a
sabbath of their own making for that which God commanded, they too worship that
which their own hands have made, and follow the example of the heathen who
worshiped the sun on the first day of the week.

Through the pope of Rome the same work has been carried on here on earth as was
carried on in the courts of heaven before the expulsion of the prince of darkness. Satan
sought to correct the law of God in heaven, and to supply an amendment of his own. He
exalted his own judgment above that of his Creator, and placed his will above the will
of Jehovah, and in this way virtually declared God to be fallible. The pope also takes the
same course and, claiming infallibility for himself, seeks to adjust the law of God to
meet his own ideas, thinking himself able to correct the mistakes he thinks he sees in the
statutes and commands of the Lord of heaven and earth. He virtually says to the world, |
will give you better laws than those of Jehovah. What an insult is this to the God of
heaven!

Many thousand who have accepted the change made in the day of rest have done so
ignorantly, and unwittingly have placed themselves under the banner of the prince of
darkness. The Christian church has accepted the false sabbath, but the day of light has
now dawned. The times of their ignorance God winked at, but now he commandeth men
everywhere to repent. It is demonstrated that no change is necessary in the law of God.
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Were there a change needed in the law of God, and could such a change be made, the
rebellion of Satan would be justified, and the universe would have to concede that Satan
was wiser than God, and had a right to supreme authority. But Jesus came to magnify
the law and to make it honorable, and his death on Calvary in the sinner's behalf, proves
the immutability of the law of heaven.

The work of the papal church was to be of an exactly opposite character to that of
Christ. Daniel in holy vision saw that he "would think to change times and laws." The
laws of God and the time of God were to be changed by this antichristian power. The
laws of God are the only laws which men are prohibited from changing, for secular
powers may change as they see fit the laws of secular governments. In the prophecy it is
plainly shown that this papal power would with deliberate intention change the law of
God. In the Catholic catechisms the second commandment is not taught as obligatory,
but for this change they do not hold themselves responsible of intention to change the
law, as they declare that the whole significance of the precept is contained in the first
commandment. But the change of the fourth commandment, the institution of the first
day of the week as the Sabbath instead of the seventh day, is a change for which she
holds herself responsible of intention to change, and makes a boast of her power,
because the whole professed Christian world acknowledges her mandate in this
particular. It is by thus trampling upon God's commandments (sin is the transgression of
the law) that the Roman Church has proved its right to the title given in prophecy to one
who shall be the "mystery of lawlessness."

The Papacy, claiming to be the vicegerent of the Son of God, is in truth the vicegerent
of another power. She points to the Sunday institution as the sign of her authority; but in
the change of the law and time of God, she is only doing that which Satan tried to do in
heaven,--prove the law of God faulty, and the Lawgiver fallible. In boasting of her
power above the law of God, she is but echoing the sentiments of the great deceiver.
God instituted the Sabbath as a sign of his authority and power, and the Papacy, acting
for the prince of evil, points to the Sunday as a sign of her power and jurisdiction. The
day of the sun, Sunday, was a day devoted to the most vile of the heathen worship, for it
was celebrated in connection with sun-worship. This Sunday-sabbath has been accepted
by many who know it to be the foundling of heathenism, which has been cherished and
nourished by the Church of Rome, and by her clothed in the garments of sanctity. But
while many are now aware of its origin, there are true Christians in every church who
do not know the origin of the Sunday-sabbath, and believe that they are keeping the day
which God sanctified and blest. This is true of worshipers even in the Catholic Church;
and while this ignorance and integrity remain, God accepts of their sincerity; but when
light shall fall upon their pathway, God requires them to come into harmony with his
law, and to observe the Sabbath of his appointing. The time has come when the glory of
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the Lord is to fill the earth, and when the whole earth shall be lightened with his glory.
The cry is sounding to the honest in heart to "come out from among them, and be ye
separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and I will receive you, and will
be a Father unto you, and ye shall be my sons and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty."
"And I heard another voice from heaven, saying, Come out of her, my people, that ye be
not partakers of her sins, and that ye receive not of her plagues. For her sins have
reached unto heaven, and God hath remembered her iniquities." "Here is the patience of
the saints; here are they that keep the commandments of God, and the faith of Jesus."
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November 26, 1894
Variance Between Believers and Unbelievers

Christ is the way, the truth, and the life. He says, "And I, if I be lifted up from the earth,
will draw all men unto me." Christ is drawing all unto himself, but all do not respond to
his drawing. If all men would respond to his drawing, there would be no variance, no
discordant note in the household. If all would respond to his drawing, he would never
have said: "Think not that I am come to send peace on the earth; I came not to send
peace, but a sword. For [ am come to set a man at variance against his father, and the
daughter against her mother, and the daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law. And a
man's foes shall be they of his own household." Some respond to the drawing of Christ.
The truth convicts them, and they repent, become converted, and are made the children
of God. They reverence and love Jesus Christ, and surrender themselves in obedience to
his will. In Christ they find the highest realization of their hopes. In him the troubled
soul finds rest and peace. He stands before the repenting, pardoned soul as the complete
Pattern, and they seek to be like him, acknowledging to all that they have given their
hearts to him.

But while one member of the family gives his heart to God, the others do not. They are
still under the control of the Saviour's worst enemy, and they feel annoyed and angry
that there has come to be a division in their household. He who has accepted of Christ is
no less dutiful than before; on the contrary, he is more kind, more faithful, more
affectionate, because his nature is being purified and sanctified and ennobled by the
truth. But the Master of the Christian and the master of the unbelievers are in deadly
conflict. Those who love not God are at enmity with those who do love God, and they
are stirred up with bitter opposition by the spirit of Satan, who keeps them from
responding to the drawing of Christ. Satan deceives the soul with false pretensions. He
perverts the judgment, and misleads the mind, so that the very best motives of those
who believe in God are misinterpreted by unbelievers, and the disloyal are led to think
that they are badly used and treated unkindly by those who have placed their trust in
God. Christ 1s the believer's hope and consolation, the one about whom he weaves the
best affections. The Christian confesses Christ in word and deed, in spirit and actions,
and the enmity that is created in the unbelieving heart against the children of God is not
against men simply, but against Christ.

Christ longs to give those who do not understand him, correct views of his character, to

set them right, to take away their burden of sin and resistance, and give them rest. The
divine Comforter is full of pity, sympathy, and love, and seeks to woo them to God. He

79



seeks to direct their attention to Christ as he really is, full of mercy, compassion, and
pardoning love, willing to forgive their transgression and sin, when they repent and seek
him for forgiveness. But Satan interposes his hellish shadow between Christ and the
soul. The sinner sees not Jesus, but fastens his gaze upon the cloud of darkness, and
desires not the Lord of life and glory. He does not realize that Jesus alone can give him
peace and rest, and quiet the tempest that Satan has created in the human soul, and so he
does not come unto him. Under the dark cloud of impenitence, sinners are in a state of
insanity. They will not listen to reason, and Jesus, their best Friend, is accounted as an
enemy, and those who believe in him are also placed in the same light. Such is the
power of the deceiver, who whispers his suggestions in the ear of the unbeliever, that
Paul asks, "Who hath bewitched you, that ye should not obey the truth?" Truth has
everything commendable in it, yet many are making the sad mistake of rejecting the
truth, which would bring to them peace, rest, and salvation. The Holy Spirit comes early
and often with the message of salvation to the impenitent heart, only to be rejected.

The conflict goes on in many homes, and those who serve Jesus are misjudged and
persecuted, when their hearts are breaking with longing that their unconverted relatives
and friends may be converted to the Jesus whom they see and love. They are pleading
earnestly with God that their loved ones may be drawn to him, when the hearts of their
relatives are bound as with iron fetters to Satan's car, and they are asking, as did
Pharaoh, "Who is the Lord, that I should obey his voice?" They cherish pride, envy, and
hatred, and are continually creating contention, because some of their family love Jesus
and they do not. Jesus, full of grace and truth, again and again has knocked at the door
of their hearts, and has asked for admission there; but they have padlocked the door, and
refused to receive him. The happiness of the members of the family who have accepted
Jesus amazes and exasperates them, until, like Cain, they would raise their hand to
destroy them. "The brother shall deliver up the brother to death, and the father the
child."

Christ, the Sun of Righteousness, came to shed his bright beams into every home. To
those who receive the light of life, it is as a savor of life unto life, but those who reject
it, find it a savor of death unto death. Whatever we do, and wherever we may be, we are
God's property, and we can never cease to be responsible to him. He has given us
faculties, privileges, and opportunities, and he holds us responsible for the use to which
we put his intrusted gifts. If we take this responsibility, and meet the requirements of
God as we should, we shall be constituted the light of the world, because Christ is
formed within, the hope of glory.

Jesus says: "He that loveth father or mother more than me is not worthy of me; and he
that loveth son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me. And he that taketh not his
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cross, and followeth after me, is not worthy of me. He that findeth his life shall lose it;
and he that loseth his life for my sake shall find it." The words that Christ addressed to
his disciples were addressed to us as well as to them. We have presented before us the
unwearied conflict that we must wage on this earth as long as time shall last. We can
place no person before Christ in our affections. If a person who has been convicted by
the Spirit of God smothers his convictions, and continues to trample underfoot the
commandments of the Lord, and rejects the truth of God simply because he sees it will
bring disunion into the family relations, he shows that he loves the peace that is not of
Christ, but of the world. He prefers to be in harmony with the world rather than to be in
unity with Christ. But to have the peace of Christ it is necessary to place Christ and his
service first. Those who yield their convictions of truth to please father or mother, sister,
or brother, husband or wife or children, prove themselves unworthy of Christ. They do
not estimate his excellency. They view him not as the Son of God, whom the Father
gave for the sins of the world, in order that they might not perish, but have everlasting
life; and therefore they shun the cross. But there is a cross to be lifted by everyone who
by faith accepts a crucified and risen Saviour.

He who is truly penitent does not forget his past sins, and grow careless about them as
soon as he has obtained forgiveness. On the contrary, the clearer the evidence he has of
divine favor, the more he sees to regret in his past life of sin. He loathes, abhors, and
condemns himself, and i1s more and more astonished that he should have continued in
rebellion so long. He renews his repentance toward God, while he grasps more
decidedly the hand of Jesus Christ, and finds that repentance is a daily, continued
exercise, lasting until mortality is swallowed up of life. He who thus repents,
appreciates the righteousness of Christ as above silver and gold, above every earthly tie
and affection.

No soul can take an advance step in the path cast up for the ransomed of the Lord to
walk in, without obtaining fresh supplies from the Fountain of grace and truth. Where
enmity exists between man and Satan, it i1s an enmity that has been put there by the Lord
Jesus Christ; for fallen men and fallen angels are naturally in harmony. Both stand on
the same platform, and are nourished by the same atmosphere. Both are evil through
apostasy from God. The enmity that exists in the natural heart is made manifest when a
soul leaves the ranks of apostasy and joins the army of the Lord Jesus Christ. When a
soul is truly converted to God, it will be made manifest that evil men are in league with
evil angels, in a desperate companionship.

The announcement that there should be enmity between Satan and the seed of the

woman was very unwelcome to the prince of evil; for it was the promise of a Redeemer.
Satan thought to induce men, as he had angels, to stand on his side, and join in rebellion
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against God; and, with men as his allies, he planned to control the earth, and wage war
against the King of heaven.

Whenever a soul falls in love with Jesus, every other affection is placed in subservience
to this pure, refining principle of heavenly love. Pride, passion, and ambition, which
have held sway over the natural heart, are surrendered to Jesus Christ. With Paul, the
converted soul can say: "But what things were gain to me those I counted loss for
Christ. Yea doubtless, and I count all things but loss for the excellency of the
knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord; for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and
do count them but dung, that I may win Christ."

The world's Redeemer was scorned as a deceiver, hunted down as a malefactor; and
shall those who become the servants of Christ expect to be treated any better than was
their Lord? If they work the works of Christ, friends and relatives will rise up against
them. They will persecute, forsake, and betray them. Let the believer not become
discouraged because of the things he must suffer. Let his only anxiety be that hatred be
kindled against him for no other reason than that of faithfulness in the discharge of his
duty for Christ's sake. The true child of God will say, I know I have to do with God,
who trieth the heart, and hath pleasure in uprightness. I will set the Lord ever before me,
and follow in the footsteps of Jesus.
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December 3, 1894
God's Word Our Assurance

The word of God is the foundation of our faith, and therefore it is by the word of God
that we may obtain evidence of our standing before God. We are not to make our
feelings a test by which to discern whether we are in or out of favor with God, whether
they be what we consider encouraging or not. As soon as one begins to contemplate his
feelings, he is on dangerous ground. If he feels joyous, he is confident he is in a
favorable condition, but when a change comes, as it will, for circumstances will be so
arranged that feelings of depression will make the heart sad, then he will be naturally
led to doubt that God has accepted him. It is not wisdom to look at the emotions, and try
to test your spirituality by your feelings. Do not study yourself; look away from self to
Jesus. While you acknowledge yourself as a sinner, yet you may appropriate Christ as
your sin-pardoning Redeemer. Jesus came not to call the righteous, but sinners to
repentance. Satan will not be slow in presenting to the repentant soul suggestions and
difficulties to weaken faith and destroy courage. He has manifold temptations that he
can send trooping into the mind, one in succession of another; but the Christian must
not study his emotions, and give way to his feelings, or he will soon entertain the evil
guest, doubt, and become entangled in the perplexities of despair. Expel the suggestions
of the enemy by contemplating the matchless depths of your Saviour's love.

Do not exalt your feelings, and be swayed by them, whether they be good, bad, sad, or
joyful. The apostle says, "We have also a more sure word of prophecy; whereunto ye do
well that ye take heed, as unto a light that shineth in a dark place, until the day dawn,
and the day star arise in your hearts." It is the word of God that is to be your assurance.
"As many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to
them that believe on his name." The soul's supply of nutrition is in Jesus Christ. A legal
religion will always be a troublesome guest, and it is a deception to imagine that there is
such a thing as natural religion that is acceptable to God. The religion of Christ teaches
its possessor self-distrust, but at the same time enables him to grasp the hand of Christ
firmly, and still more firmly, as temptations press upon the soul.

There is a warfare in which every soul must engage who would have the crown of life.
Inch by inch the overcomer must fight the good fight of faith, using the weapons of
God's word. He must meet the foe with, "It is written." He must keep the armory well
supplied with, "It is written." In this way he must meet the advances of the enemy, and
educate and train the soul for the still more severe attacks of the foe. Truth, the word of
God, faith and righteousness, and the hope of salvation, must be the armor of the
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successful warrior, and his eyes must be anointed to be keen and sensitive to detect the
devices of the enemy. "Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the power of
his might. Put on the whole armor of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles
of the devil." If God had not made provision by which you might be thoroughly
equipped for your warfare with the powers of darkness, then these commands and
promises would be but mockery to you, and would tantalize your soul; but our God is
true. We may depend upon him under all circumstances. The word of God cannot fail,
and in it we are to find our assurance.

By the word of God we are to overcome every temptation of the enemy. Satan may
present every attraction, bring to our notice every deceiving, alluring bribe, in seeking to
eclipse the brightness of Jesus from our view, and to obliterate from our minds his
plainest requirements, but we are to meet his deceptions with the word of God. "For we
wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against
the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places.
Wherefore take unto you the whole armor of God, that ye may be able to withstand in
the evil day, and having done all, to stand. Stand therefore, having your loins girt about
with truth, and having on the breastplate of righteousness; and your feet shod with the
preparation of the gospel of peace; above all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye
shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked. And take the helmet of
salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God; praying always with all
prayer and supplication in the Spirit, and watching thereunto with all perseverance and
supplication for all saints."

When the enemy begins to draw away the mind from Jesus, to shut away his mercy, his
love, his all-sufficiency, do not devote precious time to the consideration of your
feelings, but flee to the word. In the Scriptures Christ is presented as the One by whom
God made the worlds. He is the light of the world, and, as the seeker for light studies the
word, he finds heavenly illumination. Christ, the all-absorbing theme, is revealed to his
soul, and he sees the requirements of God to be of a Christlike character. He studies the
conditions on which redemption may be his, sees the divinity of his Saviour, the value
of his atonement, the efficacy of the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost; and Christ
becomes all and in all to his soul. He sees in the Scriptures that which the casual reader
does not see, a significance and value beyond computation. He comes with a teachable
spirit to the word, and is instructed by both the Old and New Testaments.

Christ opens the mind to comprehend the meaning of the sacred word, and the Holy
Spirit conveys its true significance to the soul, which before had not been seen or
appreciated. The searcher for truth feels as did the disciples when Christ overtook them
on their journey to Emmaus. They told him their pitiful story, and he reproved them for
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their unbelief and slowness of heart. "And beginning at Moses and all the prophets, he
expounded unto them in all the Scriptures the things concerning himself." When their
eyes were opened, and they realized that it was Christ himself who had been talking
with them, they said one to another, "Did not our heart burn within us, while he talked
with us by the way, and while he opened to us the Scriptures?"

What do we hope to accomplish by longing to have the whole world converted to Jesus,
by believing in his pardoning love, when we do not ourselves believe in his love or find
rest in his grace? How can we possibly lead others to a full assurance, to simple,
childlike faith in our heavenly Father, when we are measuring and judging our love to
him by our feelings? We cannot be lifted up in thought, or know what it is to be the sons
and daughters of God, unless we trust implicitly to the word of God, for Satan will ever
be on the ground to dispute our claims. We must educate the soul to trust in God's word
with unwavering confidence. Let gratitude and thankfulness flow out of the heart, and
cease to hurt the heart of Christ by doubting his love, which has been assured to us by
most astounding evidences; for he so loved us as to give his own life for us, that we
should not perish, but have everlasting life.
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December 10, 1894
The Sending Out of the Seventy

"After these things the Lord appointed other seventy also, and sent them two and two
before his face into every city and place, whither he himself would come." The seventy
were appointed to go on their missionary journeys some months after the twelve had
been appointed to visit the lost sheep of the house of Isracl. When the twelve were sent
forth, they were restricted to the tribes of Israel, lest their missionary efforts should
create prejudice among the Jews, whose teaching had been of such a character as to
make them narrow in their ideas in regard to the extension of the gospel to other
nationalities. The disciples themselves could scarcely comprehend the fact that the
blessings of God were for the Gentiles as well as for the Jews, and had to unlearn many
lessons that made them conservative in their views concerning the mission and work of
the Messiah. But evidences were given them that prepared them to understand that the
tidings of the kingdom of Christ were to be preached to all nations. Now that their
sympathies were broadening, and their ideas expanding in regard to the purpose of God,
Christ desired them to act out their faith before he should be removed from them, that
there might be no misunderstanding in regard to the extension of the gospel.

Jesus' great heart of love was filled with longing to proclaim the words of life to all
nationalities, and he did this in a large measure. He placed himself in the great
thoroughfares of travel, where the crowds passed to and fro, and preached to large
concourses of different peoples. But he saw numerous fields opening up for missionary
labor. There was abundant opportunity for the twelve disciples to work, and not only for
them, but for a very large number of workers. He educated a larger number to employ in
missionary work, and, as he sent forth seventy more laborers into the harvest field, he
said, "The harvest truly is great, but the laborers are few; pray ye therefore the Lord of
the harvest, that he would send forth laborers into his harvest." In giving his laborers
direction as they began this most important work, he said, "Salute no man by the way."
The salutation to which he referred was not that of giving a friendly grasp to the hand,
but was a long series of ceremonies, that consumed time to no profit, and their business
was too urgent to trifle away precious moments in unnecessary forms. They were
bearing a message that was to be as a savor of life unto life to those who received it, and
as a savor of death unto death to those who rejected it; and all these superstitious
positions and ceremonies of salutation, if performed, would lessen the importance of the
message, and seem to make it of little moment.

The sending out of the disciples on a missionary tour was a most important movement,
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as it was a breaking away from the old, narrow conservatism of the Jews, and would
have a tendency to lead them away from their prejudices against other nations, and
establish them in a larger charity. He wished them to be impressed with the necessity of
planting the truth in the hearts of all men, with the thought that all who would come
might come to him, and by believing in him have life through his name. The time was
approaching when he should leave his followers, but he promised them that the Spirit
should come to lead them into all truth, to illuminate to their minds the Scriptures which
he had himself given to patriarchs and prophets. No longer were the Gentiles to be kept
in heathenism, or, as it were, in the outer courts of the temple.

The Pharisees were daily plotting to stop the spread of the gospel of Christ, and were
misinterpreting God's word, by threatening the people, and seeking to intimidate them,
and they deepened the darkness that enveloped the souls of men, and bound more firmly
the chains of superstition and error that Jesus was breaking from those who believed in
him. The Pharisees and rulers and rabbis sought to controvert the truth by their
assertions, and manifested great zeal in pursuing their evil course. They hesitated at
nothing that would carry out their hatred of Christ. The seventy were sent out with the
warning, "Behold, I send you forth as lambs among wolves." But though sent out to
meet opposition, they were not to be spiritless, powerless, and feeble. They were to
exercise every proper means that was consistent with the commission they were given,
and spend and be spent in seeking to win souls to the kingdom of Jesus Christ. A new
and mighty movement was to be inaugurated, a new epoch was to be ushered in,
advancing the truth to the world.

The world's Redeemer marks out the course the disciples were to pursue. There must be
no betraying of sacred trusts on the part of those intrusted with the work, no yielding
save to one Guide. Christ laid out before them the rules of action they were to follow,
the manner in which they were to pursue their work, and there must be no swerving
from God's word. He sent them forth two and two. This was the order in which the
laborers were to go forth. He was about to leave the work, and he determined to put it in
the hands of faithful men, who would teach others also to carry forward and proclaim
the gospel of the kingdom to all nations, tongues, and peoples. He had revealed to his
followers invisible realities, and had told them of coming events, reaching down to the
end of earth's history. He had opened up to them principles concerning redemption and
moral government by holding forth to them the words of life, and all these great truths
which he had communicated to them were not only for their enlightenment, but that
they also might communicate truth to others who were in darkness. The seventy were to
go forth to do a work similar to that which was being done by the twelve. They were all
endowed with supernatural endowments as the seal of their heavenly calling. They were
ordained to proclaim that which Jesus at the beginning of his ministry had bidden them
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to keep secret. Repeatedly Jesus had charged them not to proclaim his Messiahship, but
to let the people receive him upon the testimony of his words and works. His works
presented the divine credentials that bore sufficient evidence of his claims. But before
the close of his earthly ministry, it was his purpose to give men unmistakable evidence
of the fact that he was the Sent of God, that he was the center and soul of the kingdom
of Israel; and this fact was to be proclaimed throughout all the borders of Judea; and in
his last journey toward Jerusalem, prophecy should be so publicly fulfilled that no
student of Scripture need be in doubt concerning his character and mission. The
specifications of prophecy were to be fulfilled to the letter.

It was the work of the seventy disciples to give publicity to his work. They were his
delegated forerunners, sent forth to create an interest in him, and to bear their message
heralding his approach. The Saviour gave them special instruction as to how they were
to conduct themselves, and what preliminary work must be done by them. The
instruction was after the same order as he gave to the twelve when he sent them forth.
"Sell that ye have, and give alms; provide yourselves bags which wax not old, a treasure
in the heavens that faileth not, where no thief approacheth, neither moth corrupteth."
They were not to keep their goods, bind them up in a napkin, and hide them in the earth.
The Lord would have them put to use the talents he had given them, and put them out to
the exchangers, by using every ability of money, mind, or influence in furthering the
communication of the light of truth to souls who sat in darkness.

He said to them, "Where your treasure is, there will your heart be also." "What shall it
profit a man, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul? or what shall a
man give in exchange for his soul?"

The spirit of prophecy had distinctly predicted that God would raise up an inspired
Teacher, who should instruct the people. This great Teacher had appeared among men,
but they knew him not. Christ, the foundation of the whole Jewish economy, who had
been prefigured in sacrifices and offerings, had appeared in the Jewish nation, but their
eyes were blinded. He had himself inspired the prophets to testify of the manner of his
coming, and at sundry times and in divers places Christ himself had spoken to man.
There had been no time when he was not in communication with his chosen people. The
Jewish services all testify of him, pointing out the attributes of his divine character.
Important truth concerning him was veiled in types and shadows and symbols, and was
to be fulfilled in Christ's mission and ministry. From time to time the veil had been
lifted and the mystery had been revealed concerning the plan of salvation. The reality
had been made plain, the substance had appeared, explaining the shadow. Jesus Christ
was revealed, the One who was to give his life for the redemption of the world. Those
who believed in him in the ages before his personal advent, "died in faith, not having
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received the promises, but having seen them afar off, and were persuaded of them, and
embraced them, and confessed that they were strangers and pilgrims on the earth."

"By faith Moses, when he was come to years, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh's
daughter; choosing rather to suffer affliction with the people of God, than to enjoy the
pleasures of sin for a season; esteeming the reproach of Christ greater riches than the
treasures in Egypt; for he had respect unto the recompense of the reward." Here is plain
evidence that Moses understood the mission of Christ and the work he was to do. He
expected the substance to be revealed, and the unfinished economy of the Jewish nation
would be completed in perfect fulfillment of every specification that God had given in
types and shadows. He would bring his own system of arrangements to perfection. For
Moses truly said unto the fathers: "A prophet shall the Lord your God raise up unto you
of your brethren, like unto me; him shall ye hear in all things whatsoever he shall say
unto you. And it shall come to pass, that every soul, which will not hear that prophet,
shall be destroyed from among the people. Yea, and all the prophets from Samuel and
those that follow after, as many as have spoken, have likewise foretold of these days."

The work of the chosen twelve, and of the seventy who were sent out, was to proclaim
the Messiahship of Jesus, and to herald his personal coming wheresoever they should
go. They were to say, "Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the
world!"
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December 17, 1894
Object of Christian Living

Christ ever rebuked the Pharisees for their self-righteousness. They extolled themselves.
They came forth from their religious services, not humbled with a sense of their own
weakness, not feeling gratitude for the great privileges that God had given them. They
were exalted to heaven in point of opportunity, in having the Scriptures, in knowing the
true God, but their hearts were not filled with thankfulness to God for his great
goodness toward them. They came forth filled with spiritual pride, and their theme was
self--"myself, my feelings, my knowledge, my ways." Their own attainments became
the standard by which they measured others. Putting on the robes of self-dignity, they
mounted the judgment seat to criticise and to condemn. But no human being has been
authorized of God to do this work. It is the very essence of Phariseeism. It is gathering
about the soul the very shadows of darkness so that the light of life cannot penetrate the
darkness. Satan deluded the Jews with a natural or legal religion, which was full of
selfishness and hypocrisy, and thus were light and knowledge perverted; but this
exalting of self, this self-righteousness, is nothing short of deception and self-
destruction. Jesus said to Nicodemus, "Ye must be born again."

The soil of the hearts of the Pharisees is a hopeless and profitless soil, where the seeds
of heavenly truth cannot take root. Oh, how self-deluding is this feeling of superiority
that all Pharisees cherish! They suppose that others are at fault, and speak words of
reproof and condemnation, and their words are strong and hard as nether millstones, and
crush all hope and courage out of the soul. The goodness of heart manifested in the
works of true Christians, puts into the heart of Pharisees roots of bitterness whereby
many are defiled. They are full of evil thoughts, and suspect the purest. They make a
man an offender for a word. Exalted self claims all their faith, honor, and love.

As Christ redoubled his efforts, manifesting his love in works of mercy, in pouring a
flood of light upon a sin-stricken world, because the Pharisees could not controvert his
doctrine, they threatened, hunted, and persecuted the Son of God. The people rejoiced in
the wonderful works that Christ was doing; but the Pharisees, under the training and
discipline of Satan, were so blinded that they charged Christ with casting out devils
through the prince of devils. What a terrible pass for men to come to who profess to be
the children of God! Those who begin to criticise and judge others know not to what
lengths they will be led.

Jesus "spake this parable unto certain which trusted in themselves that they were
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righteous, and despised others." Let every disciple of Christ inquire in all humility of
mind, What must I do to be saved? If we sincerely desire to understand, we shall know.
It is not because of our riches, our knowledge, our superiority of position, that Jesus
loves us and blesses us, but because we believe in him as our personal Saviour. Jesus
loved us while we were yet sinners, but having chosen us he says he has ordained us to
go and bring forth fruit. Has each one something to do?--Certainly, everyone that is
yoked up with Christ must bear his burden, work in his lines. Christians are not to be
strengthless and indolent. No. "Ye are laborers together with God." The life of Christ's
pardoning love in the soul is as a well of water springing up unto everlasting life. If the
well of water is in the heart, then the entire life will reveal the fact, and the refreshing
grace of God will be made manifest. Religion is not simply to have joyous feelings, to
be conscious of having privileges and light, to have rapturous emotions, while
expending all the energies to keep a balance in the Christian life, while doing nothing
for the salvation of souls. Religion is doing the words of Christ; it is standing as faithful
sentinels, not doing to earn salvation, but doing because, all undeserving, you have
received the heavenly gift. Religion is to work out God's plans, to cooperate with the
intelligences of heaven. In this way you fulfill the words of Christ, "Ye have not chosen
me, but I have chosen you, and ordained you, that ye should go and bring forth fruit,
and that your fruit should remain."

It is the high privilege of the sons and daughters of God to go forth and present to others
the truth as it is in Jesus; for we are to watch and to seek for souls as they that must give
an account. We are to feel a constant sense of our indebtedness to God for the gift of his
Son, and be ever watching for opportunities to enlist others in the army of the Lord. It is
not he that enjoyeth righteousness, but he that doeth righteousness, that is righteous.
Jesus said, "Whosoever shall do the will of my Father which is in heaven, the same is
my brother, and sister, and mother." The doing of the will of God is a result of
possessing the faith that works by love and purifies the soul.

"That their hearts might be comforted, being knit together in love, and unto all riches of
the full assurance of understanding, to the acknowledging of the mystery of God, and of
the Father, and of Christ; in whom are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge."
If we will follow on to know the Lord, our views will broaden. They will not be bound
about by self. We should pray the Lord to enlarge our understanding, so that we may not
only understand that Jesus Christ is our substitute and surety, but that we belong to
Christ as his purchased possession. Paul says, "Ye are bought with a price," and draws
this conclusion, "Therefore glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which are
God's."
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December 24, 1894
A Lesson from the Experience of Judas

It was a grief to the Saviour that his disciples failed to comprehend the character of his
kingdom. He plainly stated to his followers the humiliation, suffering, and death that
awaited him; but they seemed to be unable to understand it, and on the way to the scene
of the Saviour's trial and death, disputed among themselves who should be greatest in
his kingdom. Judas was numbered among the twelve. He was accepted, not because he
was perfect, but notwithstanding his imperfections. Peter, James, and John were not
perfect characters, but they were received by the Master in order that they might be
moulded by the words he should speak and the example he should set before them.
Judas had witnessed the power which the disciples had over the unclean spirits, and
could testify that the devils were subject unto them.

But the often-repeated statements of Christ in regard to his kingdom not being an
earthly kingdom, created thoughts of disaffection in the mind of Judas. He had marked
out a line upon which he expected Christ to work. He had planned that Christ should
deliver John the Baptist from prison, and, lo! John was left to be beheaded in prison,
and Jesus withdrew himself and his disciples into a country place, instead of avenging
the death of John. Judas wanted more aggressive warfare established, and thought that if
Jesus would not hold them back from carrying out their schemes, they would be more
successful. Doubt became more established in his mind as he saw the gathering enmity
of the Jewish leaders, and saw the challenge go by unheeded by Christ when they
requested that he should show them a sign from heaven. His heart was open to unbelief,
and the enemy supplied mind and heart with thoughts of questioning and rebellion. Why
did Christ dwell so much upon that which was discouraging, portraying his trials and
persecutions, and describing the trials and persecutions which his disciples must
endure? Why did he refer to his own humiliation and death? Were their hopes to be all
disappointed? Was it not the prospect of having a high place in the new kingdom which
God was to establish that led him to espouse the cause of Christ? Judas had not decided
that Jesus was not the Son of God, he had not made up his mind that he performed
miracles through the agency of Satan, but yet he was questioning, and seeking to find
some way by which he could explain the mighty works which he did.

The other disciples were as unwilling as was Judas to receive the statement concerning
Christ's humiliation and death, for it seemed to them to mean an end to all their hopes;
but when Christ presented before them his true mission, they were not offended, but
appreciated the spiritual good that was to come, although they but dimly perceived its
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nature. Jesus said unto them: "I am the Bread of Life; he that cometh to me shall never
hunger; and he that believeth on me shall never thirst.... Verily, verily, I say unto you,
Except ye eat the flesh of the Son of Man, and drink his blood, ye have no life in you.
Whoso eateth my flesh, and drinketh my blood, hath eternal life; and I will raise him up
at the last day. For my flesh is meat indeed, and my blood is drink indeed. He that eateth
my flesh, and drinketh my blood, dwelleth in me, and I in him. As the living Father hath
sent me, and I live by the Father; so he that eateth me, even he shall live by me. This is
that Bread that came down from heaven; not as your fathers did eat manna, and are
dead; he that eateth of this Bread shall live forever.... Many therefore of his disciples,
when they heard this, said, This is a hard saying; who can hear it? When Jesus knew in
himself that his disciples murmured at it, he said unto them, Doth this offend you? what
and if ye shall see the Son of Man ascend up where he was before? It is the Spirit that
quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing; the words that I speak unto you, they are spirit,
and they are life. But there are some of you that believe not. For Jesus knew from the
beginning who they were that believed not, and who should betray him. And he said,
Therefore said I unto you, that no man can come unto me, except it were given him of
my Father."

Jesus, the Lord of life and glory, was about to suffer an ignominious death, and he
spoke plain truth in order that the characters of all those who professed to be his
disciples might be developed, so that the true and faithful might not have added to their
trials the discouragement that these doubters and questioners should bring upon them at
his death. Judas was among those who said, "This is a hard saying; who can hear it?"
"From that time many of his disciples went back, and walked no more with him. Then
said Jesus unto the twelve, Will ye also go away? Then Simon Peter answered him,
Lord, to whom shall we go? thou hast the words of eternal life. And we believe and are
sure that thou art that Christ, the Son of the living God. Jesus answered them, Have |
not chosen you twelve, and one of you is a devil? He spake of Judas Iscariot the son of
Simon; for he it was that should betray him, being one of the twelve."

It was at this very time that Judas made shipwreck of faith. After this he permitted
doubt, envy, suspicion, bitterness, and hatred to be his guests. He became jealous at
once when he was not included among the three who were chosen to witness the
transfiguration of Christ upon the mount. When the disciples disputed by the way as to
who should have the supremacy, his voice was often heard. In all that Christ said to his
disciples there was always something with which he disagreed, and the leaven of
disaffection was fast developing under the influence and presence of Judas. When he
witnessed the manifestation of the fervent love of Mary as she anointed the feet of
Christ with the precious ointment, his very spirit seemed turned to gall. He manifested
his covetous nature, and displayed his malice and hatred.
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Judas was not a doer of the words of Christ. He had had every advantage given him in
order that he might learn lessons concerning Him who brought to light life and
immortality, but he failed to overcome his selfish spirit, and cherished covetousness,
which is idolatry, and did not cleanse the soul temple of its defilement. Every human
soul has some mastering passion which must be overcome or it will overcome him and
plunge the soul into ruin. Christ said: "Woe unto the world because of offenses! for it
must needs be that offenses come; but woe to that man by whom the offense cometh!
Wherefore if thy hand or thy foot offend thee, cut them off, and cast them from thee; it
is better for thee to enter into life halt or maimed, rather than having two hands or two
feet to be cast into everlasting fire."

Each one has a work of overcoming to do. If the objectionable trait of character is not
overcome, Satan will take advantage of the defect, and thereby defile the whole man.

While Jesus was at Bethany, he told his disciples of what was to come to pass in a few
days from that time. At the Passover the case of Judas was decided. Satan took control
of heart and mind. He thought that Christ was either to be crucified, or would have to
deliver himself out of the hands of his enemies. At all events, he would make something
out of the transaction, and make a sharp bargain by betraying his Lord. He went to the
priests and offered to aid them in searching for him who was accounted the troubler of
Israel. Thus it was that the Lord was sold as a slave, purchased by the temple money
used for the buying of the sacrifices.

Satan bound Judas to his side to be his human agent to work the death of the Son of
God. But conscience was not yet dead in Judas, and when he saw Jesus deliver himself
into the hands of those who would condemn and crucify him, Judas rushed in to the
priests, exclaiming: "I have sinned in that I have betrayed the innocent blood. And they
said, What is that to us? see thou to that. And he cast down the pieces of silver in the
temple, and departed, and went and hanged himself." As he saw Jesus given into the
hands of his enemies, he remembered the words he had spoken in Gethsemane,
"Betrayest thou the Son of Man with a kiss?" His master passion had spent its force, and
reason again held sway; but he felt nothing but despair. He knew that Christ was the
Son of God, and that he was his betrayer. The leaders of Israel heartily despised his base
conduct; though they had taken advantage of his covetousness and hatred, yet when he
repented, and turned to them with a confession of his guilt, they spurned him, and left
him to die in his sins. Judas failed to have a place among the sanctified because he
failed to learn of Christ the daily lessons that he would teach his followers, of meekness
and lowliness of heart. He failed to learn the lessons of faith that the other disciples
finally learned, and thus became heirs of God and joint heirs with Jesus Christ.
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January 3, 1895
Doubt Not God's Pardoning Love

"Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which is in heaven is perfect." As our
heavenly Father is perfect in his sphere, so also those for whom Christ died are to be
perfect in their sphere. "For God so loved the world that he gave his only-begotten Son,
that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life." We are to
believe in salvation through Christ, and make manifest that faith in our life, not by our
own strength, but by trusting in the strength and efficiency of Christ. "In this was
manifested the love of God toward us, because that God sent his only-begotten Son into
the world, that we might live through him." "Who hath saved us, and called us with an
holy calling, not according to our works, but according to his own purpose and grace,
which was given us in Christ Jesus before the world began; but is now made manifest
by the appearing of our Saviour Jesus Christ, who hath abolished death, and hath
brought life and immortality to light through the gospel."

The Lord wills not the death of any sinner, but that all should come to repentance. His
mercies are without number, and he will not leave those for whom he has given the
ransom of his life to become the sport of Satan's temptations. All heaven is given to
those who believe in Jesus Christ as their personal Saviour. No soul can more dishonor
God than by professing to believe in Christ, and yet go in mourning and sorrow to
present to the world the aspect of orphans. "The Son of man is come to save that which
was lost. How think ye? if a man have a hundred sheep, and one of them be gone astray,
doth he not leave the ninety and nine, and goeth into the mountains, and seeketh that
which is gone astray? And if so be that he find it, verily I say unto you, he rejoiceth
more of that sheep, than of the ninety and nine which went not astray. Even so it is not
the will of your Father which is in heaven, that one of these little ones should perish."

The Lord does not leave his wounded and bruised sheep to the power of Satan to be torn
to pieces. He is ever strengthening his own in their weakness. He delivers those who are
tried and tempted from the power of Satan. The Lord never forsakes the soul that puts
his trust in him. Those who claim to be the sons and daughters of God must trust always
in Jesus. To do otherwise is to disown the fact that he loves us. When we go mourning
and full of depression, covering ourselves with the garments of heaviness, we represent
Christ to the world as a hard, tyrannical Master. But this is untrue. This is
misrepresenting the One who gave his own life for us, that he might make it possible for
us to believe in him, and trust in his interest and love for sinful man. "He shall deliver
the needy when he crieth; the poor also, and him that hath no helper." Speaking of his
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watchful care over us he says, "I the Lord do keep it; I will water it every moment; lest
any hurt it, I will keep it night and day."

What great injustice is done to the Saviour, who gave his life for us, when those who
profess to believe in him walk in the shadow of darkness. Jesus has said, "He that
followeth me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life." If you have
been walking in darkness, you have been following another leader than Jesus, and it is
time for you to turn about and follow Jesus, the Truth, the Life, the Way, and the Light
of the world. Is the Lord pleased to have you tossed about as the restless waves of the
sea?--No, no. I tell you he wants you to be strengthened, stablished, rooted and
grounded in the truth, and built up in the most holy faith. You are not your own; you are
bought with a price which cannot be estimated. You belong to God, the mighty God,
bought with the price that was paid for you on Calvary's cross. Then when you keep
yourself in a state of fluctuating fear and doubt, you grieve the heart of Christ, who has
given you unmistakable evidence of his love, and of his desire to have you with him in
his kingdom. He says, "Ye have not chosen me, but I have chosen you, and ordained
you, that ye should go and bring forth fruit, and that your fruit should remain; that
whatsoever ye shall ask of the Father in my name, he may give it you."

Do not lose sight of Jesus, and separate from his companionship, and keep company
with the prince of darkness, entertaining his suggestions, and heeding his directions, and
acting out his plans. Cling to him who has promised, "I will never leave thee, nor
forsake thee." That you should take up with Satan, the apostate and traitor, and do after
his works, after you have a knowledge of Jesus Christ, is a mystery to the universe of
heaven.

Let no Christian seek to excuse himself in sin on the ground that others who have
claimed to follow Jesus have committed the same errors. Your sin is none the less
heinous because others have been guilty, and your manifest duty is to confess your sin
to Jesus Christ, your Intercessor. Take the weight of your woe to no human being. You
have one Mediator, Jesus Christ, the righteous. In contrition of soul go to him and tell
all your sins. The promise is sure, "If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to
forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness." John says: "My little
children, these things write I unto you, that ye sin not. And if any man sin, we have an
Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous." "That ye sin not"--here is where
you bring yourself into condemnation when you continue to sin. But in the strength of
Christ cease to sin. Every provision has been made that grace should abide with you,
and that sin may appear to you the hateful thing it is. But if any man sin, he is not to
give himself up to despair, and talk like a man who is lost to Christ. "If any man sin, we
have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. And he is the propitiation
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for our sins; and not for ours only; but also for the sins of the whole world."

The temptations of the enemy will come, but shall we give him the advantage to break
down all the barriers, by yielding one iota from the strictest principles of integrity? If we
yield in the least, he will follow one temptation with another, until we shall go directly
contrary to the plainest statements of the word of God, and follow the mind and will of
Satan. Satan and his confederacy of evil angels is ever on the alert to see by what means
they may ensnare and ruin souls who have enlisted under the blood-stained banner of
Prince Emmanuel. You did run well for a season, you did taste and see that the Lord is
good, but when you fell into sin you walked in darkness. When you yielded to
temptation, you must have ceased to look unto Jesus, the Author and Finisher of your
faith. But, having confessed your sins, believe that the word of God cannot fail, but that
he is faithful that hath promised. It is just as much your duty to believe that God will
fulfill his word, and forgive your sins, as it is your duty to confess your sins. You must
exercise faith in God as in one who will do exactly as he has promised to do in his
word, and pardon all your transgressions.

How may we know that the Lord is indeed our sin-pardoning Redeemer, and prove what
is the blessedness, the grace, the love there is in him for us? O, we must believe his
word implicitly, with contrite and submissive spirit. There is no need to go mourning
and ever repenting, and under a cloud of continual condemnation. Believe the word of
God, keep looking unto Jesus, dwelling upon his virtues and mercies, and there will be
created in the heart an utter abhorrence of that which is evil. You will be among those
who hunger and thirst after righteousness. But the more closely we discern Jesus, the
more clearly we shall see our own defects of character. As we see our failings, let us
confess them to Jesus, and, with true contrition of soul, co-operate with the divine
power of the Holy Spirit to overcome all evil. If we confess our sins, we must believe
that they are pardoned, because the promise is positive: "If we confess our sins, he is
faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness." Let
us no more dishonor God by doubting his pardoning love.
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January 10, 1895
Disunion the Result of Unbelief

Every true disciple of Christ is to win souls to Jesus Christ by manifesting his Spirit and
doing his works. The Lord has not placed any man upon the judgment seat to find fault
with and to condemn his brethren. The prayer of Christ for his followers just before his
crucifixion was to be a standing warning signal against the doing of anything of the
kind, because the influence of criticism and judging of others would not gather with
Christ but scatter away from him. Jesus prayed: "Sanctify them through thy truth; thy
word is truth. As thou hast sent me into the world, even so have I also sent them into the
world. And for their sakes I sanctify myself, that they also might be sanctified through
the truth. Neither pray 1 for these alone, but for them also which shall believe on me
through their word; that they all may be one; as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee,
that they also may be one in us; that the world may believe that thou hast sent me. And
the glory [character] which thou gavest me I have given them; that they may be one,
even as we are one: I in them, and thou in me, that they may be made perfect in one; and
that the world may know that thou hast sent me, and hast loved them, as thou hast loved
me."

O, that our minds were expanded so that we might take in the significance of this
statement! The love that God has for those who believe in Jesus is to be demonstrated as
the same love with which he loves his Son, by the unity of the disciples with Christ.
They are to manifest forth to the world his character, cherishing that tender love one for
another that will bear to the world the credentials of the power of Christ to link heart to
heart in the strongest bands of fellowship and brotherhood. But the fact that the prayer
of Christ is so lightly regarded, that so little effort is put forth to cultivate unity among
those who profess to believe in Jesus, makes manifest the fact that the spell of Satan is
upon the church. He who is full of criticism of the brethren, does not represent the
oneness for which Christ prayed, but is displaying variance, discord, and disunion. If
one brother errs from the truth, the Lord has given direction as to what should be done
by the church, and by its individual members. No one need make a mistake or stumble.
The Lord says: "If thy brother shall trespass against thee, go and tell him his fault
between thee and him alone; if he shall hear thee, thou hast gained thy brother. But if he
will not hear thee, then take with thee one or two more, that in the mouth of two or three
witnesses every word may be established. And if he shall neglect to hear them, tell it
unto the church."

It is not to be told to the church until the previous directions have been faithfully and
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tenderly carried out; but it is never to be published to the world. Satan and his angels
will make all that is possible of differences in the church to make of no effect the saving
grace and power of the Lord Jesus Christ. Let there be no divisions among the professed
children of God, for in union there is strength.

Christ 1s so greatly misrepresented by those who claim to believe in him, who disregard
his prayer for the unity of his followers, that angels are amazed. The angels of God are
commissioned to minister to those who shall be heirs of salvation, and it is their
business to bind heart to heart by the golden chain of love that links each soul through
Christ to God. All, all are to be bound together, brother to brother with Christ in God.
The instruction for this time is, "Bind up the testimony, seal the law among my
disciples."

Our individual work is to surrender ourselves to God, that we may be purified,
ennobled, and sanctified through the truth. We need to cultivate and strengthen that faith
which works by love and purifies the soul. No one need to make a mistake. Jesus has
plainly revealed to us what are the requirements of genuine religion. He says, "A new
commandment I give unto you, That ye love one another; as I have loved you." The
human agent cannot comprehend this command or obey it unless he is continually a
partaker of the divine nature, having a living realization of the great sacrifice made for
him, that through faith in Christ he need not perish but have everlasting life. Jesus said,
"By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to another." It
is our privilege to bear the divine credentials to the world that the Saviour, in whom we
believe, is the only-begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth. We shall do this when
we who stand under his banner present to the world a united front. But what must be the
grief of Christ and heavenly angels when they behold us doing exactly opposite to that
which he desired! What must be his feelings as he sees his professed children paying no
heed to his prayer to his Father that they should all be one, as he and the Father were
one! "This is my commandment," he said, "That ye love one another as I have loved
you." "These things," he says again, "I command you, that ye love one another." We
must live the requirements of God in Christ Jesus. We must arouse and be in earnest.

When you discern evil in those who profess to love God, you are not to close your eyes
to it, but do just as you have been directed to do in the word of God,--deal faithfully and
in a Christlike manner with those who are erring. Flatter no one. Do not link up closely
with a few just because you think them congenial, to the exclusion of others who need
your help and sympathy, for this savors of hypocrisy and partiality. In doing this way,
faults are left unreproved and excused in those you esteem your friends, while those
who follow the Lord more closely are neglected and passed by, and some who are in
greater need of help, of tender words of encouragement and sympathy, are left outside
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your circle. A union of this kind is not a sanctified union, and reveals the fact that those
who are linked in it need the enlightenment of the Holy Spirit.

There was never a time when the world needed a more plain and decided testimony
against moral wrong than today. Deal faithfully with those who are inconsistent, and
labor to restore such an one, in the spirit of meekness, considering thyself, lest thou also
be tempted. Study the word of God critically and prayerfully. and you will receive
divine enlightenment. All that God requires of us is that we shall live up to all the
knowledge he has given us. We are to live upon the word of God, not upon the defects
we see in the characters of others. To live upon others' errors is to do that which is fatal
to spirituality. Do not set yourself up as a judge of others. Look to Jesus, talk of Jesus.
Dwell upon the great plan of salvation, and keep the mind guarded lest you think and
speak evil of others, pronouncing judgment upon them.

Let everyone who has named the name of Christ seek by all means to establish and to
preserve the unity for which Christ prayed. Let there be harmony among the followers
of Christ. The reason of disunion is found in the fact that unbelief has darkened the
mind, and the hellish shadow of Satan has fallen athwart the temple of the soul. It is
Satan's purpose to cut off every ray of light that comes from the Light of the world to
illuminate and brighten the human soul. Instead of beholding the defects of humanity,
turn your eyes to Christ, until, charmed with his beautiful character, you become
changed into his divine image.
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January 17, 1895
Discipline Needed for God's Work

There is a great work to be done in the Master's vineyard, and God calls for men to do
his work to whom he has given ability for that work. Those who are successful in the
work of God should not become proud and selfish and lift up themselves with boasting.
They should constantly remember that they have nothing but that which God has given
them in trust. The Lord has furnished that by which men may become successful
preachers and teachers to labor for the good of their fellow-men. It is true that men must
put forth efforts so as to use their capabilities in the very best manner. Through
cultivation the value of God's gifts bestowed upon men for improvement will be made
manifest. God requires that men should put forth taxing effort in the line of study, and
in this work divine power will surely combine with human effort. The Lord can do
nothing without man's cooperation, and it is thus that man works out his own salvation
with fear and trembling, for it is God that worketh in him to will and to do of his good
pleasure.

The cause of God needs efficient men; it needs men who are trained and educated to do
valuable service as schoolteachers, and as preachers in word and doctrine. There are
men who have labored with a measure of success who have had little training in either
school or college; but they have put hard study into their work. They would have
attained a far greater measure of success, and have been more efficient laborers, if at the
very start they had acquired mental discipline. But by diligently applying themselves,
and putting to use the knowledge they had already attained, by studying and by
practicing, they made a success of their work.

Faithful shepherds of the flock will not be ashamed of the banner of truth, however
unpopular it may be. They will not hold their peace from proclaiming the truth in all
places. Whether in season or out of season, they will herald the glad tidings of salvation,
they will be missionaries for God, facing danger, enduring privation, and suffering
reproach for the truth's sake. The third angel is represented as flying swiftly through the
midst of heaven, proclaiming his message with a loud voice. This representation
symbolizes the work of God's witnesses near the end of time. With no shame upon their
countenances, with no hanging down of their heads as a bulrush, but with uplifted
heads, with the bright beams of the Sun of Righteousness shining upon them, with
rejoicing that their redemption draweth nigh, they go forth as bold soldiers of Jesus
Christ. They make it manifest that they have tasted of the powers of the world to come,
that their feet are not upon the sliding sand but upon the solid rock, and that they are not
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to be easily moved away from the faith that was once delivered to the saints. They will
be strengthened by their Leader to cope with difficulties, and will be messengers of
righteousness, representing the character of the great Example, and revealing the
triumphs of his grace.

The Lord has endowed men and women with capabilities and talents that are to be
improved by exercise, not for the glory of self, but for the glory of the divine Giver.
From those who believe the truth the rays of truth must shine forth. The truth must be
heard from their lips, reflected from their countenances, and demonstrated in their
characters. The grace of Christ ever has a refining, elevating, ennobling influence on the
character. There are men and women of refinement and education who will throw the
whole weight of their influence on the Lord's side, will ignore worldly interests, part
with friends, and become missionaries for God, going forth to proclaim the
unsearchable riches of Christ. Their unconquerable fidelity will be registered as
approved of God in the books of heaven. They will make it manifest to the world that
there is power in Christianity to exalt the character in righteousness and true holiness.
The Gospel will be seen to be the power of God unto salvation.

Those who are reckless in regard to obeying the law of God in this world, can never be
intrusted with the judgment of the world hereafter. Those who have not especial respect
and reverence for a "Thus saith the Lord" in this world, will not have a place among the
saints who are to judge the world. Transgressors of the law of God would not feel at
home in society that is pure and holy, for they would not cheerfully submit to the law of
Jehovah which is to govern all the universe. How then could they judge the unlawful?
Not being in harmony with the law of God in this life, they would be unfitted to have a
place among those who hearken unto his commandments and cheerfully obey his
statutes. This world is the training school for the future kingdom to which we are bound.
It is not enough to have an intellectual religion, for this will not sanctify the soul. A
mechanical, ceremonial religion is a snare, and cannot take the place of genuine heart
work. Theological training must not be neglected, but experimental religion must
accompany it.

The work of teachers in our schools is not to be of the same order as the work done in
the colleges and seminaries of the world. The great, grand work of education is not to be
of an inferior order in scientific branches, but at the same time knowledge must be
imparted which will fit up a people to stand in the great day of God's preparation. Those
who teach in our schools must have a deep religious experience. They must be closely
connected with God, so that they may be able to bring divine wisdom and knowledge
into their work of educating the youth for the future, immortal life. Students must be
trained to place their will on the side of God's will, in order that they may be able to
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sing the new song and blend with the harmonies of heaven. They are to be, as were
Joseph and Daniel, moral heroes, living noble, devoted lives of self-denial and self-
sacrifice. They are not to seek worldly recognition and worldly fame as the end of their
efforts. Their plans, their ideas, must be in harmony with the law of God; the object for
which they must strive is the blessing of humanity and the salvation of the lost.

From age to age the heroes of faith have been marked by their fidelity to God. They
have been brought conspicuously before the world, in order that their light might shine
forth to those who are in darkness. The devotion and godliness that characterize the
light bearers will result in glorifying God.

The world is full of men, women, and youth who are eager for distinction. Their highest
aim is to obtain a knowledge of science; but they feel no sense of obligation to God for
their intrusted talents. They do not realize that their influence should be exerted to bring
men closer to Jesus, to help men to view the life and character of Christ, and to behold
the matchless mercy, purity, humility, and loveliness of the world's Redeemer. Seeking
the highest place for themselves, they do not understand that they might become agents
by which to bring men in contact with the divine life, to inspire them to unselfish labor
in imparting the light of truth to those who are in darkness. God has qualified some men
with more than ordinary ability. They are deep thinkers, they are energetic and thorough
in their pursuits, but they are working wholly for selfish ends, and are leaving God's
honor and glory out of the question. Some of these have been blessed with the light of
truth, and yet they are rapidly drifting away from faith, trust, and confidence in God,
and do not recognize his blessings; and, unless arrested in their mad course, they will be
found in the dark, restless, turbulent waters of skepticism and infidelity. This will be the
result of honoring themselves and of not making God first and best in everything. Some
of these will be suddenly arrested by the chastisements of God, and they will be led
through a series of affliction until they shall inquire for the old paths, zealously repent,
and return to their first love. Through sorrow they may be led to place their feet in the
way that is cast up for the ransomed of the Lord to walk in. They will no longer seek for
a place where money and selfish interests are the only objects to be attained. All worldly
success without God is dry and barren waste. They will value the working of the Spirit
of God upon the heart more highly than they value gold and the praise of mortals. Their
minds will become free from the influence of selfishness and skepticism, for there will
be an amazing change in heart and character, in thought and feeling. The aspirations
will be stirred toward that which is divine, and the effort of the life be to practice that
which is holy.

True religion has power to enable man to overcome stubbornness, pride, selfishness,
worldly ambition, questioning, and unbelief. There is grace and strength in Christ to
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enable us to rise superior to the alluring, infatuating temptations of Satan, and to lead us
to the cross of Calvary, to become active, devoted, loyal workers for the cause of truth.
What is redemption?-- It is that process by which the soul is trained for heaven, and it
requires something higher, something more divine, than a mere knowledge of books.
This training means a knowledge of Christ. It means emancipation from ideas, from
habits and practices that have been gained in the school of the prince of darkness. The
soul must be delivered from the feelings and practices which are opposed to loyalty to
God. We are here to learn submission to the divine will, or we shall not be able to enter
into the kingdom of heaven. Those who are corrupt in their sympathies, who have never
had the divine touch, never can sing the song of the redeemed. They would be unhappy
in heaven; they would feel that they were inharmonious elements. Their dark souls and
untrained powers would utterly disqualify them to join the heavenly host in ascribing
praise unto God and to the Lamb.
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January 24, 1895
Obedience to God's Word Required

The Lord gave to Israel evidences of his presence, in order that they might fear his name
and obey his voice, and might realize that God was their leader and ruler, and that
Moses was simply the Lord's general, to direct their ways through the wilderness to the
promised land. Jesus Christ, the Captain of the Lord's host, was the divine leader. The
people whom God had chosen to be his especial treasure, under oppression, servitude,
and idolatry, had become disorganized and demoralized. Their associations in Egypt
had left a degraded mold upon their habits and appetites, and there was need that they
should be transformed in character. Christ had visibly manifested his presence and
power among them. The glory of God had been revealed in a most remarkable manner,
so that they exceedingly feared that they would be consumed by the presence of the
Lord. They had heard the voice of God, as Christ bade Moses and Aaron draw near to
the cloudy pillar in which he was enshrouded, and the Lord talked with his servants.
They were assured that he had heard their murmurings, and had granted what their
appetites craved, flesh in the morning, and bread in the evening. They had murmured
against Moses and Aaron, declaring they would have been better off had they remained
in Egypt. From the pillar of cloud and fire Christ taught them that their murmurings
were directed, not against Moses, but against their divine Leader. Moses and Aaron had
led them according to his directions, and they were assured that it was not the man
Moses that was guiding them but the Lord Jesus Christ.

From time to time the character of God and his dealings with them were opened up to
the Israelites. Christ was lifting them up from their demoralized condition by the
revelation of himself. The Lord promised that if they would be obedient to his
commandments he would supply their necessities by his own miraculous power.

God has brought out a people in these last days and has given to them a knowledge of
his law. Christ has shed a flood of light upon their pathway, revealing himself as the
invisible leader of Israel in both the Old and in the New Testament. Christ has made his
people the depositaries of his law. They are to keep and to teach the commandments of
God, and to show their binding obligations upon men. Christ has promised that to those
who obey his commandments he will be as a pillar of cloud by day, and a pillar of fire
by night, guiding them in and lighting them along the pathway cast up for the ransomed
of the Lord, that they may enter in at the gate of the eternal city.

They are to keep the fear of the Lord ever before their eyes; for the fear of the Lord is
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the beginning of wisdom. It is better to obtain a knowledge of God's revealed will
through an understanding of his word than to have the praise of men, the honors of the
world, and great pleasure. God's word assures us that in keeping his commandments
there 1s a great reward. No earthly consideration should for one moment be looked upon
as an inducement to turn from the commandments of God and refuse to lift the cross.
Christians should look upon riches, ease, pleasure, and worldly honors, as those things
that are represented by wood, hay, and stubble, that will perish in the fires of the last
day.

Let none to whom has been represented the duty of keeping God's commandments, seek
to find some objection by which they may seem to excuse themselves from obedience.
Let them remember the great perverter of God's word, who was a liar from the
beginning of his rebellion in heaven, and let them know that he is ready to lead them
blindfold away from the plainest statements of God's word, and make that which is clear
and distinct uncertain and questionable. It is his work to deceive and to make of no
effect the words of Jehovah. Plant your feet on the platform of eternal truth. Follow
every ray of light that you see, and that which is shadowy will be made clear to your
understanding as you walk in the light. "Faith is the substance of things hoped for, the
evidence of things not seen."

When Moses led the Israelites to the waters of the Red Sea, the command of God was,
"Go forward." As the people moved forward in the path that Providence indicated, as
they did that which was commanded, the waters of the sea rolled back. They did not see
a broad path opening for them by the power of God. They were not lifted up and borne
to the other side in the arms of the angels; but as they moved forward, the power of God
was revealed, and on one side the sea was piled up like a wall of congealed water,
leaving a path for their feet to walk upon in the hitherto buried sands of the Red Sea.
What lesson should we learn from this?--To go forward, walking in the light that God
permits to shine upon our pathway, and not stopping to question and doubt.

Many have the idea that the Jewish age was one of darkness, superstition, and
ignorance. They have received the erroneous idea that repentance, and faith, and divine
enlightenment were reserved for the Gospel dispensation, and that these have no part in
the Hebrew religion. Many think that the Jewish religion consisted only in forms and
ceremonies, but there never could have been a greater deception. The Jewish nation was
taken into close relationship with God, and was esteemed by him as a peculiar people,
an holy priesthood, a royal nation.

Today the Christian world looks upon the Jews as a people who are under the divine
curse because of their rejection and crucifixion of Christ. But, instead of looking upon
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them as sinners above all others, they should seek to learn a lesson from their condition,
and inquire why it is that the judgment of God fell upon them in so signal a manner. It
was because they rejected the great light which had been given them from the time of
their delivery from Egyptian bondage. It was because the Lord had revealed to them,
through his prophets, and through holy men of old, his will, and they chose to walk in
their own ways, and to follow their own will. Calamity overtook the Jews because they
failed to keep the commandments of God. God had told them if they did not keep his
commandments, he could not fulfill his covenant of promise, for this covenant was to be
fulfilled only upon condition of obedience. The history of Israel should be to us a most
solemn warning of the calamities that will overtake us if we are disobedient to God's
commandments. "Therefore we ought to give the more earnest heed to the things which
we have heard, lest at any time we should let them slip. For if the word spoken by
angels was steadfast, and every transgression and disobedience received a just
recompense of reward; how shall we escape, if we neglect so great salvation; which at
the first began to be spoken by the Lord, and was confirmed unto us by them that heard
him."

Do the words of Christ spoken in reproof to the Pharisees, find an application in our
days? He said, "But woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! [Because you keep
the law of God?--No.] for ye shut up the kingdom of heaven against men; for ye neither
go in yourselves, neither suffer ye them that are entering to go in." Do we not in our
own day find just such teachers, who will not obey the plainest statements of truth, who
turn from the light of God's word, and then do their utmost to pervert the Scriptures and
to blind the eyes of those who are seeking to understand the word of God? These
transgressors of God's law seek with all their power to hedge up the way so that souls
shall grope in vain for the door that Christ has opened, and which he says no man can
shut. Are there not teachers today who seek to close, if possible, the door of the
understanding? They will not enter into the light themselves, and neither will they
permit others to enter in. "Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye
devour widows' houses, and for a pretense make long prayer; therefore ye shall receive
the greater damnation." (Concluded next week.)
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January 31, 1895
Obedience to God's Word Required

There are many who claim to be sanctified. They are not slow to declare before the
people that they have not committed sin for years. But this profession does not
constitute proof of their statement. If they were holy, their conversation would be holy,
their testimony would be in accordance with the divine will, their prayers would be
modeled after the prayers of Christ. They would pray, "Sanctify them through thy truth;
thy word is truth." We are living in days when deception is on every hand. We are
warned to "beware of false prophets, which come to you in sheep's clothing, but
inwardly they are ravening wolves." We are to know them by their fruits. The Lord said,
"To the law and to the testimony; if they speak not according to this word, it is because
there is no light in them."

If persons come to you claiming to be sanctified, and yet making void the law of God,
and teaching others that they may transgress it with impunity, their sanctification, when
weighted in the balances of the sanctuary, has no more weight with God than had the
long, pretentious prayers of the Pharisees. The higher the profession, the more deceptive
the pretention, the more likely the unwary are to be deceived, and the greater will be the
wrath of an offended God. Those who make high claims, and who disregard the law of
God, are registered in the books of heaven as rebels against the divine government.
"Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye compass sea and land to make
one proselyte; and when he is made, ye make him twofold more the child of hell than
yourselves."

Was this fearful denunciation pronounced against the Pharisees because they kept the
law of God?--No, it was because they did not keep the law of God, and were not doers
of his word. Had they kept God's law, they would have discerned that Jesus was the Son
of God, and would have appreciated his mission. So it is in our day. If those who
profess to believe in Christ, really did believe in him, they would do his work, they
would have respect unto his commandments.

Jesus has made it evident that his attitude to the law was one of loyalty. He says, "Think
not that [ am come to destroy the law, or the prophets; I am not come to destroy, but to
fulfill." There are some who tell the people to throw the Old Testament into the fire; but
such statements are not in harmony with what Jesus told the people. Jesus declared that
his work was not to destroy the law or the prophets, but to fulfill them. He came to
magnify the law, to exalt its honor, to show by his suffering and death that the law 1s
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immutable, and that God cannot annul its penalty for transgression. He further declared:
"Verily I say unto you, Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in nowise
pass from the law, till all be fulfilled. Whosoever therefore shall break one of these least
commandments, and shall teach men so, he shall be called the least in the kingdom of
heaven; but whosoever shall do and teach them, the same shall be called great in the
kingdom of heaven." He showed them what it was that constituted the sin of the
Pharisees, that, though they were punctilious in the observance of outward forms, they
did not in heart obey the commandments of God. "For I say unto you, That except your
righteousness shall exceed the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, ye shall in no
case enter into the kingdom of heaven."

The attitude of Christ to the law i1s unmistakable, but how men have presumed to
misstate, misapply, and pervert his words! They have drawn an altogether different
lesson from that which he designed to teach, and have therefore put themselves under
the condemnation that Christ pronounced upon the Pharisees: "Woe unto you, scribes
and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye are like unto whited sepulchers, which indeed appear
beautiful outward, but are within full of dead men's bones, and of all uncleanness. Even
so ye also outwardly appear righteous unto men, but within ye are full of hypocrisy and
iniquity."
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February 7, 1895
The Living Testimony

"Then they that feared the Lord spake often one to another; and the Lord hearkened, and
heard it, and a book of remembrance was written before him for them that feared the
Lord, and that thought upon his name. And they shall be mine, saith the Lord of hosts,
in that day when I make up my jewels; and I will spare them, as a man spareth his own
son that serveth him."

We are not only to contemplate the glory of Christ, but also to speak of his excellences.
Isaiah not only beheld the glory of Christ, but he also spake of him. While David
mused, the fire burned; then spake he with his tongue. While he mused upon the
wondrous love of God, he could not but speak of that which he saw and felt. Who can
by faith behold the wonderful plan of redemption, the glory of the only-begotten Son of
God, and not speak of it? Who can contemplate the unfathomable love that was
manifest upon the cross of Calvary in the death of Christ, that whosoever believeth in
him should not perish, but have everlasting life, and have no words by which to extol
the Saviour's glory? We cannot become partakers of his love, and give no expression to
our reverence and adoration.

As believers behold Christ, they will be led to assemble together, and to speak one to
another words that will express their fervent love. They will say, He is "the chiefest
among ten thousand," "Yea, he is altogether lovely." "In his temple doth everyone speak
of his glory." The sweet singer of Israel praised him upon the harp, singing: "I will
speak of the glorious honor of thy majesty, and of thy wondrous works. And men shall
speak of the might of thy terrible acts; and I will declare thy greatness. They shall
abundantly utter the memory of thy great goodness, and shall sing of thy
righteousness.... They shall speak of the glory of thy kingdom, and talk of thy power; to
make known to the sons of men his mighty acts, and the glorious majesty of his
kingdom." This will be the character of the conversation of those who are described in
the Scriptures as those that "feared the Lord, and that thought upon his name." God is
represented as listening to their words and writing them in a book.

John, the beloved disciple, bore a living testimony, saying: "That which was from the
beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we have
looked upon, and our hands have handled, of the Word of life (for the life was
manifested, and we have seen it, and bear witness, and show unto you that eternal life,
which was with the Father, and was manifested unto us); that which we have seen and
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heard declare we unto you, that ye also may have fellowship with us; and truly our
fellowship is with the Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ. And these things write we
unto you, that your joy may be full. This then is the message which we have heard of
him, and declare unto you, that God is light, and in him is no darkness at all."

Surely, those who speak one to another of the goodness of the Lord are highly
privileged. Peter exclaims, "Ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy
nation, a peculiar people; that ye should show forth the praises of Him who hath called
you out of darkness into his marvelous light." We have rich themes for thought and
conversation, and if we will dwell upon these themes, our souls will be encouraged and
uplifted. Those who are subjects of the grace of God, upon whom the bright beams of
the Sun of Righteousness are shining, are to be God's witnesses. Should they hold their
peace, the stones would immediately cry out. God will be glorified.

If the members of the church are one with Christ, there will be union one with another.
The unity of believers will be a living testimony to the world of the power of the
Gospel. When there is love one to another, the bright beams of the Sun of
Righteousness will be diffused to a world that lies in darkness. Why can we not see
from the lessons of Christ, and especially from his prayer for the unity of believers, that
Christians must be perfect in unity in order to represent the glory of their Redeemer? If
those who believe the truth would bring the prayer of Christ into their practical life, they
would grow up into the full stature of men and women in Christ Jesus. As believers in
Christ, we are "built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ
himself being the chief corner stone; in whom all the building fitly framed together
groweth unto an holy temple in the Lord. In whom ye also are builded together for an
habitation of God through the Spirit."

The believer in Christ should understand that dissension and division in the church are
brought about through the working of the powers of darkness, in order that those who
profess to be the children of God may not present the oneness for which Christ prayed.
God's people greatly dishonor his name, and misrepresent his truth, when they manifest
a lack of love one for another. As love for God grows cold, they lose the childlike
simplicity that knits heart to heart in loving tenderness. Hard-heartedness comes in, and
there is a drawing away one from another. Many are saying by their actions, "I care not
for the prayer of Christ." They feel under no special obligation to love others as Christ
has loved them, and Jesus can do little for these souls, for his words and Spirit are not
permitted to enter into the heart.

Many are in darkness, and know not the cause; they are not at peace with God; they are
not one with Christ nor in unity with the brethren. They seem to think that they are at
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liberty to act out the natural feelings of the heart. They testify by their words and actions
that they do not desire to be in union with those who do not exactly meet their mind,
even though they are believers. All who entertain evil surmisings, and cherish ill
feelings to others, need to be converted. They need to learn to live by every word that
proceedeth out of the mouth of God.

Love for one another is not to be manifested by praise and by flattery of one another,
but by true fidelity. The love of Christ will lead us to watch for souls, and if we see one
in danger, we will tell him so, plainly and kindly, even at the risk of his displeasure. The
religion of Christ is not to be controlled by impulse. We need to pray much and lean
wholly upon God. We need to hold the truth with firmness, and in all righteousness and
truth; but while we speak the truth with fidelity, we should speak it in love.

"A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one another." How much?--"As I
have loved you, that ye also love one another." Do we regard this commandment
sufficiently? Do we permit it to control mind and heart, and mold the character? "By
this shall all men know ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to another." Thus
believers are to bear to the world the credentials which will testify that they are indeed
the children of God. Jesus says: "The glory which thou gavest me I have given them:;
that they may be one, even as we are one: I in them, and thou in me, that they may be
made perfect in one; and that the world may know that thou hast sent me, and hast loved
them, as thou hast loved me."

What can I present before my brethren and sisters that is more important for their study
and practice than the prayer of Christ? The entire seventeenth chapter of John is full of
marrow and fatness. Are there not urgent reasons why we should take heed to those
words of Christ? Is it not time we sought for the unity for which the Saviour prayed?
Shall we not open our hearts to the melting love of Jesus? Shall we not let that love take
the place of the coldness and hardness that have been too often revealed in the
character? May the Lord have compassion upon us; may he forgive our perversity, heal
our backslidings, and unite the hearts of all that believe the truth in that oneness for
which Christ prayed, that we may be one even as he and the Father are one.
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February 14, 1895
Forgiven as We Forgive

In his epistle to Titus, Paul bids him to exhort the brethren to be "ready to every good
work, to speak evil of no man, to be no brawlers, but gentle, showing all meekness unto
all men. For we ourselves also were sometime foolish, disobedient, deceived, serving
divers lusts and pleasures, living in malice and envy, hateful, and hating one another.
But after that the kindness and love of God our Saviour toward man appeared, not by
works of righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy he saved us, by
the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost; which he shed on us
abundantly through Jesus Christ our Saviour." The mercy and favor which God
manifests towards us is an example of how we should treat the erring. When those who
claim to believe the truth humble their hearts before God and obey his word, then the
Lord will listen to their prayers.

If your brethren have erred, you must forgive them. You should not say, as some have
said who ought to know better: "I do not think they feel humble enough. I do not think
they feel their confession." What right have you to judge them, as if you could read the
heart? The word of God says: "If he repent, forgive him, And if he trespass against thee
seven times in a day, and seven times in a day turn again to thee, saying, I repent; thou
shalt forgive him." And not only seven times, but seventy times seven should you
forgive him, just as often as Christ forgives you.

God has freely forgiven our sins, not asking us to render any equivalent. The Lord has
given us this example in order that men may see how they should treat their fellow-men.
As God for Christ's sake has forgiven your sins, you should forgive your brethren who
trespass against you. If you are an overcomer at last, it will not be because of your own
righteousness, but because of the righteousness of Christ, because of the long
forbearance, mercy, and forgiveness of God. But if you do not cherish kindness, love,
and a forgiving spirit toward your brethren, you will not be of the number who will
receive the forgiveness of God. The lesson that Jesus would impress upon his disciples
is that those who profess his name should not cherish a revengeful spirit, or do an
unkind action. The whole work of Christ had a tendency to counteract the teachings of
the scribes and Pharisees, who encouraged revenge and retaliation.

Jesus taught that the poor were not to rise up against those who are in power. They were

not to resist their oppression; but at the same time he pronounced a terrible woe upon
those who tyrannize over the poor: "Go to now, ye rich men, weep and howl for your
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miseries that shall come upon you." God enjoins upon the servant to be faithful to his
master, and to be contented for Christ's sake, but he assures the master that he also has a
Master, who will requite him full measure for his deeds. He gives the rule, "Whatsoever
ye would that men should do to you, do ye even so to them." We do not receive
forgiveness because but as we forgive. The ground of all forgiveness is that while we
were yet sinners, Christ died for us.

Christ gives lesson after lesson in his school to teach us to learn to trust, not in our
merits, but in the merits of Christ's righteousness. The conditions of salvation are
presented in various ways, in order that correct impressions may be made on varied
minds, and that none may be deceived. Repentance and faith are the conditions upon
which salvation is provided. Abraham was justified by faith; but it was the faith which
worked obedience. Let all who claim to believe present truth be doers of the word,
which plainly teaches that the spirit of forgiveness must be cherished, that it is
indispensable to our receiving forgiveness of God. The sinner who is forgiven and
accepted through Christ will forgive his brother willingly, freely, and thoroughly.

Jesus brought out an important lesson in the parable of the unjust steward. He said:
"Therefore is the kingdom of heaven likened unto a certain king, which would take
account of his servants. And when he had begun to reckon, one was brought unto him,
which owed him ten thousand talents." This steward was in a high position, and had
been intrusted with a vast amount of property, but upon examining his accounts, he was
found unfaithful; he owed his Lord ten thousand talents. When the king saw the
evidence of his servant's unfaithfulness, he commanded him to be sold, with his wife
and children, his houses, his lands, and all that he had, that payment might be made.
Alarm seized the unfaithful man, as ruin stared him in the face, and he pleaded for
delay, saying, "Lord, have patience with me, and I will pay thee all." But his lord knew
that he could never pay the debt. While the servant acknowledged the justice of the
sentence against him, he begged for mercy. "Then the lord of that servant was moved
with compassion, and loosed him, and forgave him the debt."

What joy was this, what relief from the shadow of his wrong course, which surrounded
him like a cloud! He went forth from the presence of his lord with the whole debt
canceled. But circumstances occurred which tested the true spirit of this man--whether
he would manifest the same forgiveness and mercy to another that had been shown
toward him, or whether the joy and gratitude which he expressed were of a selfish
nature, and his heart was still unsoftened. "The same servant went out, and found one of
his fellow-servants, which owed him an hundred pence; and he laid hands on him, and
took him by the throat, saying, Pay me that thou owest. And his fellow-servant fell
down at his feet, and besought him, saying, Have patience with me, and I will pay thee
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all. And he would not; but went and cast him into prison, till he should pay the debt."

In this parable Christ illustrates the spirit of selfishness and severity which brother
exercises toward brother. Both are human, both are in need of mercy, patience, and
forbearance; but one whom God has forgiven much will not forgive a small offense in
his fellow-man. Too many professed Christians have an unfeeling, relentless spirit,
which is the result of pride, self-sufficiency, and hardness of heart, and they deal in an
exacting way with those whom they think to be in error, and thus show that they do not
appreciate the great love that God has manifested for them; for their hearts are not
subdued and softened by its influence.

When the unjust steward whose great debt had been forgiven met another inferior to
him in position, who owed him but a small sum, he was filled with anger, and with
threats and violence claimed the money that was due him. When the poor debtor fell at
his feet, and used the very same prayer which he himself had uttered before his lord, he
was merciless. He accused the man of an intention of not paying him, and disregarded
his prayers and tears. He who had been forgiven so much, would himself forgive
nothing. He claimed his right, and, taking advantage of the law, afflicted the distressed
debtor by casting him into prison. This conduct grieved those who witnessed it, for they
knew the whole story of his pardon, and they carried a report of his doings to the king.
Then the king's anger was stirred, and he ordered the man to come before him. "Then
his lord, after that he had called him, said unto him, O thou wicked servant, I forgave
thee all that debt, because thou desiredst me; shouldest not thou also have had
compassion on thy fellow-servant, even as I had pity on thee? And his lord was wroth,
and delivered him to the tormentors, till he should pay all that was due unto him."

Will not those whose names are upon the church books, who claim to be the sons and
daughters of God, consider their relation to God and their fellow-men? We must depend
entirely upon the mercy of a sin-pardoning Saviour, and shall we allow our hearts to
remain hard and unsympathizing? Can any provocation authorize us to cherish unkind
feelings, or cause us to harbor ill feelings or seek revenge? Can we cast the first stone in
condemnation of a brother, when God is extending his mercy toward us, and forgiving
our trespasses against him? Should God enter into judgment with us our debt would be
found to be immense, yet our heavenly Father is willing to forgive. Men will be dealt
with by God not according to their opinion of themselves, not according to their self-
confidence, but according to the spirit which they reveal toward their erring brethren.

A spirit of harshness and severity is the spirit of Satan. Pride of heart, if cherished,

creates envy, evil surmising, and leads to revenge. There is danger of our exaggerating
casual words or actions into intentional offenses, and of thinking that some one has
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done us an injustice that merits our coldness, indifference, or contempt. Yet the Lord
has charge of these very persons whom we accuse; angels of God minister unto them.
He who reads the heart may see more genuine goodness in them than in him who
harbors ill feelings against them for a supposed wrong. "If thy brother trespass against
thee, rebuke him; if he repent, forgive him." Treat him and his errors as you wish God
to treat you when you offend him. Charity does not rejoice in evil; revenge does. Be
careful to manifest zeal for yourselves that you may show out of a good conversation
your meekness of wisdom. Avoid every bitter word, every unkind action. Love as
brethren; be kind; be courteous. Do not scandalize the truth by bitter envying and
contention; for such is the spirit of the world. Let not these unholy traits once be named
among you.
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February 28, 1895
Who are the Sanctified?

"God hath from the beginning chosen you to salvation through sanctification of the
Spirit and belief of the truth."

Sanctification is not a happy flight of feeling, not the work of an instant, but the work of
a lifetime. If any one claims that the Lord has sanctified him, and made him holy, the
proof of his claim to the blessing will be seen in the fruits of meekness, patience, long-
suffering, truthfulness, and love. If the blessing that those who claim to be sanctified
have received, leads them to rely upon some particular emotion, and they declare there
is no need of searching the Scriptures that they may know God's revealed will, then the
supposed blessing is a counterfeit, for it leads its possessors to place value on their own
unsanctified emotions and fancies, and to close their ears to the voice of God in his
word. Why need those who claim they have had special manifestations of the Spirit, and
the witness that their sins are all forgiven, conclude that they can lay the Bible aside,
and from henceforth walk alone? When we ask those who claim to have been
instantaneously sanctified, if they are searching the Scriptures as Jesus told them to do,
to see if there is not additional truth for them to accept, they answer, "God makes
known his will to us directly in special signs and revelations, and we can afford to lay
the Bible aside.

There are thousands who are being deceived by trusting to some special emotion, and
discarding the word of God. They are not building upon the only safe and sure
foundation,--the word of God. A religion that is addressed to intelligent creatures will
produce reasonable evidences of its genuineness, for there will be marked results in
heart and character. The grace of Christ will be made manifest in their daily conduct.
We may safely ask those who profess to be sanctified, Do the fruits of the Spirit appear
in your life? Do you manifest the meekness and lowliness of Christ, and reveal the fact
that you are learning daily in the school of Christ, shaping your life after the pattern of
his unselfish life? The best evidence that any of us can have of our connection with the
God of heaven is that we keep his commandments. The best proof of faith in Christ is
distrust of self and dependence upon God. The only reliable proof of our abiding in
Christ is to reflect his image. Just so far as we do this we give evidence that we are
sanctified through the truth, for the truth is exemplified in our daily life.

There are thousands, yes, millions, who are making a mistake in their religious life.
They make religion a thing independent of their life, of their thoughts and words, and
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daily actions. Their religion is a delusion of the senses. Their ideas and principles
presented as sanctification are deceitful workings. Some speak of hearing voices and of
seeing sights of a supernatural character; but there is no sign in their daily course of
action that the Spirit of God has wrought a change in the natural heart, for they are
carnal, at enmity with God's law, and neither love God nor obey his commandments.

Nervous excitement in religious matters is no evidence that the Spirit of God 1s working
upon the heart. We read of frenzied contortions of the body, of shrieking and screaming
in the work of Satan upon the minds and bodies of men; but the word of God affords us
no example of any such manifestations in connection with those upon whom he pours
out his Spirit. It is clear that distempered fancies, wild outbursts, and contorted bodily
exercises are the workings of the enemy. Yet many think that the disorder of the mind,
which is intensified by the power of Satan, is a warrant that God is causing these
deceived souls to act in so uncomely a manner. The whole spirit and tone of the Bible
condemns men in acting without reason or intelligence. When the Spirit of God moves
upon the heart, it causes the faithful, obedient child of God to act in a manner that will
commend religion to the good judgment of sensible-minded men and women. The Spirit
of God illuminates the mind with the word of God, and does not come as a substitute for
the word. The Holy Spirit ever directs the believer to the word, and presents its passages
to the mind, to reprove, correct, counsel, and comfort. It never leads its possessor to act
in an unbecoming way, or to manifest extravagant and uncalled-for developments that
bear not the least resemblance to that which is heavenly, and lower the standard of what
is pure and undefiled religion in the minds of men.

There was nothing of this character found in the life or teachings of Jesus. All that is of
heaven is pure, peaceable, refined, and ennobling, free from everything that is
extravagant or fanatical in thought, word, or action. The religion of Christ bears the
heavenly credentials, and when the heart has been impressed with the divine image, the
soul is in harmony with all God's commandments. But the sanctification that leads its
possessors to refuse to study the Scriptures, and persuades them to believe they know it
all, and that there is no advanced truth for them to accept, is of a spurious order. They
are yet carnal, for it is the carnal mind that is "enmity against God; for it is not subject
to the law of God, neither indeed can be." They are deluded by the adversary of God
and man. They have illusions, and a bewitching power is upon them as they cry out: "I
am saved, [ am saved. I cannot sin." We only can distinguish the true from the false by
the manifestation of the graces of the Spirit, which Christ has promised to implant in the
heart.

Many who claim to be sanctified, who are yet breaking the commandments of God, and
filled with enmity against God, are boldly presumptuous, and, while disobeying the
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words of Christ, yet dare to appropriate the promises given to the loyal and obedient.
They have no right to one of the promises of God, because they do not fulfill the
conditions upon which the promises are to be fulfilled. They will talk of faith and
holiness when their foundation is built up of rotten timbers, and they are depending on
their own self-righteousness. But their presumptuous assurance is not faith. They do not
know what constitutes faith.

While there are many who lay claim to the promises of God while they are not fulfilling
their conditions, there is another class who are humble and conscientious, but faint
hearted, and they overlook the precious promises of God that are for their appropriation.
They are continually in fear that Jesus does not love them. They walk in fear and
trembling, and the hand of faith seems too feeble to reach up and grasp and hold the
promises of God. They continually look to themselves to find an assurance that they are
good enough to become the children of God. But to look to self is to look in the wrong
direction. The parable of the Pharisee and the publican has forcible lessons for both
these classes. The Pharisee 1s full of self-sufficiency, and rests in carnal security that he
is saved, while the publican has a deep sense of his unworthiness, and stands afar off.
He does not feel worthy to draw nigh to God, but smites upon his breast in self-
condemnation, and will not so much as lift up his eyes unto heaven to meet the eyes of
the heart-searching God. His cry is one of soul agony, "God be merciful to me a sinner."
Yet this was the one that Jesus himself declares went down to his house justified. But
the Pharisee had no such divine favor. The publican looked away from himself, for he
could see nothing there in which to trust for salvation. He felt the need of a physician,
and his humble prayer was heard, while the prayer of the boasting Pharisee was an
offense to God.

The promises contained in the seven beatitudes are not to be fulfilled to the one who
feels self-sufficient, who turns from the Scriptures of revealed truth to a false theory,
crying: "I am saved, I am saved. I cannot sin." The precious promises of the beatitudes
are for those who feel their poverty of spirit, to the true mourners, to the meek, to the
peacemakers, to the pure in heart, to those who hunger and thirst after righteousness. It
is the weary and the heavy laden that Christ invites to come unto him, and to them his
promise is sure, "Ye shall find rest unto your souls." But the rest comes in wearing
Christ's yoke, in bearing Christ's burden.
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March 7, 1895
The Cross Incontrovertible Evidence

Christ came to the world to convince men, by evidence that could not be controverted,
that "God is love." This fact, so long disputed by Satan, is forever put at rest with
unfallen worlds and with heavenly intelligences. It is put at rest with those who look
upon an uplifted Saviour, who are convinced by the manifestation of the love of God
displayed at Calvary. The wondrous condescension of God in giving Christ to the world
to work out the principles of divine character, leaves every human intelligence without a
shadow of excuse in withholding his allegiance from the God of heaven. Jesus was one
with the Father, and revealed the perfection of God, and yet he came to the world in the
likeness of sinful flesh and for sin, and condemned sin in the flesh by his own life of
perfect obedience to the law of God, showing that men may become partakers of the
divine nature, and may through faith in Christ lay hold on moral power that has been
brought within their reach through the love so abundantly expressed in their behalf.
Human agents may form characters after the divine similitude, because of the great love
wherewith Christ has loved us. The Saviour said: "I am the Good Shepherd, and know
my sheep, and am known of mine. As the Father knoweth me, even so know I the
Father; and I lay down my life for the sheep." "The bread that I will give is my flesh,
which I will give for the life of the world." "This commandment have I received of my
Father."

Here was the power that braced the human nature of Christ, and that showed itself
mighty to save. In Christ was wisdom not born of earth, but of heavenly extraction, by
which the plan of salvation was unfolded, which called forth the admiration of the
universe of God. The plan of redemption unfolded in the practical life of the world's
Redeemer. He held fast to man with his human arm, and would not let him go; and with
his divine hand he grasped the throne of the Infinite. In all the details of his life he gave
to earthly and heavenly intelligences an example of humility, of faithfulness in honoring
and accepting every requirement of the law of God. He manifested holiness (wholeness)
in accepting and expressing that law, in bringing it before the world, and in pressing
close to his heart that violated law of God, planning for its honor, bidding those who
would discern God's way to look up and rejoice, and saying, "Be of good cheer, I have
overcome the world." Thrones and kingdoms shall be yours if you will endure testing
and proving of God, for only the loyal shall enter the portals of bliss.

Jesus placed the cross in line with the light coming from heaven, for it is there that it
shall catch the eye of man. The cross is in direct line with the shining of the divine
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countenances, so that by beholding the cross men may see and know God and Jesus
Christ, whom he hath sent. In beholding God we behold the one who poured out his
soul unto death. In beholding the cross the view is extended to God, and his hatred of
sin i1s discerned. But while we behold in the cross God's hatred of sin, we also behold
his love for sinners, which is stronger than death. To the world the cross is the
incontrovertible argument that God is truth and light and love.

The plan of Satan was by his lying philosophies to widen the breach that existed
between God and man. He argued that man could not keep the law of God, and
therefore that God had been obliged to change the laws which he had made, and had
abolished the rule of his government. Satan's work was to keep the agitation against
God in progress, and keep the question to the front as to whether God was light and love
or not. Satan had charged God with his own attributes, and thus sowed in the hearts of
men the seeds of enmity against God, for man accepted the statements of him who was
a liar from the beginning. Uniting fallen man with himself, he kept a series of false
theories in regard to God in continual circulation, asserting them to be truth, in order
that he might cover up the truth, and interpose his shadow between men and the way
and the life.

Satan could establish pronounced enmity toward God only by bringing into contempt
the laws of his government. In doing this he deceived many, and through his subtle
reasonings he caused many to transgress. Thus he thought to cultivate so large a harvest
of enmity toward God as to discourage the divine power, exhaust the forbearance of
God, and counteract his love, so that God would abandon man to his deceiver by
withdrawing his mercy and grace. He thought to so work with human agents as to cause
the last spark of love to die from the heart of God, and cause him to lift the sword of
justice and destroy the rebel race. Then Satan supposed that his claims would be
vindicated before unfallen worlds, before unfallen angels.

But what was the result of his malignant workings?--The signals of mercy were
continually exhibited, and, although those who could have received the heavenly offers
of love and mercy, continually answered back with defiance, and responded, "We want
not thy ways, O God; depart from us," and the principles of hatred to the law of God
were continually increasing, yet the forbearance of God did not cease; he did not fail or
become discouraged. Love and hatred stood face to face with each other. Were men to
receive the annihilating stroke of an offended God? "Behold, what manner of love the
Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called the sons of God." "For God so
loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him
should not perish, but have everlasting life." At the crisis, when iniquity had overspread
the world, and Satan seemed about to triumph, Jesus came with the embassage of divine
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mercy. Satan, exulted in the idea that he had led men to such a state of evil that God
would destroy the world, but Jesus came, not to condemn but to save the world.

But was the law of God that pointed out man's transgression extinguished by the death
of Christ? If that was so, Satan had gained everything he had aimed to obtain. No! truth,
everlasting truth, was vindicated in the manifestation of the justice of God, which is in
its true essence the love of God. The cross of Christ testifies to the immutability of the
law of Jehovah. God could give his only-begotten Son, but he could not abolish one jot
or tittle of his law, to meet man in his fallen condition. To set aside one tittle of the law
would be to make null and void the whole law. The cross of Calvary for all time,

through all eternity, is the unanswerable argument in regard to the immutability of the
law of God.

The whole world stands condemned before the great moral standard of righteousness. In
the great day of judgment every soul that has lived on the earth will receive sentence in
accordance as to whether his deeds have been good or evil in the light of the law of
God. Every mouth will be stopped as the cross with its dying Victim shall be presented,
and its real bearing shall be seen by every mind that has been sin blinded and corrupted.
Sinners will stand condemned before the cross, with its mysterious Victim bowing
beneath the infinite burden of human transgression. How quickly will be swept away
every subterfuge, every lying excuse! Human apostasy will appear in its heinous
character. Men will see what their choice has been. They will then understand that they
have chosen Barabbas instead of Christ, the Prince of Peace.

The mystery of the incarnation and the Crucifixion will be plainly discerned; for it will
be presented before the mind's eye, and every condemned soul will read what has been
the character of his rejection of truth. All will understand that they have erred from the
truth by receiving the misinterpretations and bewitching lies of Satan instead of "every
word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God." They read the announcement, "Thou, O
man, hast chosen to stand under the banner of the great rebel, Satan, and in so doing
thou hast destroyed thyself." Whatever may have been the endowment of talent,
whatever may have been the supposed wisdom, the rejecter of truth has then no ability
to turn unto God. The door is shut, as was the door of the ark in Noah's day.

The great men of earth will then understand that they have surrendered mind and heart
to ensnaring philosophy which pleased the carnal heart. Hope and grace and every
inducement had been held out by One who loved them, and gave his life for them, that
whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life, but they refused
the love of God. Their lofty opinions, their human reasonings, were extolled; they
declared themselves sufficient in themselves to understand divine mysteries, and they
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thought their own powers of discrimination were strong enough to discern truth for
themselves. They fell an easy prey to Satan's subtlety, for he presented before them
specious errors in human philosophy, which has an infatuation for human minds. They
turned from the Source of all wisdom, and worshiped intellect. The message and the
messengers of God were criticised and discarded as beneath their human, lofty ideas.
The invitations of mercy were made a jest, and they denied the divinity of Jesus Christ,
and derided the idea of his preexistence before he assumed human nature. But the

tattered shreds of human reasoning will be found to be only as ropes of sand in the great
day of God.
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March 14, 1895
Christ the Impersonation of the Law

Jesus said, "Think not that I am come to destroy the law, or the prophets; [ am not come
to destroy, but to fulfill. For verily I say unto you, Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or
one tittle shall in nowise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled." Of Christ it was written,
"He will magnify the law, and make it honorable." How did he do this?--He lived out
the law in the sight of the heavenly universe, in the sight of unfallen worlds, and in the
sight of sinful men. In this earth he performed his mission, and fulfilled his office, and,
by obedience to the law of God, he testified to all its immutable character, while at the
same time proving that its precepts could be perfectly obeyed through his grace by
every son and daughter of Adam.

"This 1s good and acceptable in the sight of God our Saviour; who will have all men to
be saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the truth. For there is one God, and one
Mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus; who gave himself a ransom for
all, to be testified in due time." "And he saw that there was no man, and wondered that
there was no intercessor; therefore his arm brought salvation unto him; and his
righteousness, it sustained him." "And I sought for a man among them, that should
make up the hedge, and stand in the gap before me for the land, that I should not destroy
it; but I found none."

The Lord Jesus was the only one who could make up the gap, and restore the hedge of
the law of God. He came not to abrogate the law, but to carry out every specification.
The Lord Jesus had a very different conception of the law from that of the scribes and
Pharisees, the rabbis and Sadducees. They had corrupted the truth with traditions and
maxims of men. The symbols that pointed to Christ had been perverted. They went
through a round of ceremonies which were destitute of virtue because they were
destitute of life. Any form, any outward symbol, if it be not prompted by holiness and
true goodness, is but mockery. True goodness, true obedience to God, is not in need of
outward show and parade. Vital godliness will be revealed without a great effort at
display. Spiritual life will be made manifest by transformation of character in him who
is possessed of the divine power that works sanctification. A name to live, and no vital
activity, is a contradiction, for death is there.

Jesus said of his followers, "Ye are the light of the world." They are to shine amid the

moral darkness. How?--Not by making long prayers to be seen of men, not in laying
claim to high position, not in following a long, prescribed, tedious round of ceremonies,
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but by being imbued with the working principle of love to God. The people of God are
to shine by working the works of God with earnest zeal as obedient children, showing
earnestness and loyalty to Christ, not being hearers only, but doers of his words. They
are to shine by working out their salvation with fear and trembling, knowing that it is
God that worketh in them, both to will and to do of his own good pleasure.

The followers of Christ are drawn to him, and the Holy Spirit is imparted to them, so
that they are not a mass of corruption, but are as salt. Jesus said, "Ye are the salt of the
earth; but if the salt have lost his savor, wherewith shall it be salted? it is thenceforth
good for nothing, but to be cast out, and to be trodden underfoot of men." The religion
of the Pharisees was well described by the term of salt that had lost its savor. The
Pharisees, who loved the honor of men, who loved their own maxims and traditions,
made idols of their own little specifications, and lost sight of the doctrines of the Bible,
and spiritual death was the consequence.

In his sermon on the mount Jesus presented the true principles of the law of God, and
divested the precepts of God from the rubbish of man's inventions which had been
accumulating for ages, corrupting the true principles of religion, and making them
consist in a ceaseless round of ceremonies. Jesus presented the truth in its unadulterated
form, and showed that the principles of the law must be planted in the heart. He leaves it
to his followers to change all their previous ideas concerning the exacting requirements
of men, and for love of him follow after purity of character and conduct. But he does
not in any way give license to the idea that the law of God is not binding, for his
kingdom is established upon the law of God.

Jesus said: "Think not that I am come to destroy the law, or the prophets; I am not come
to destroy, but to fulfill. For verily I say unto you, Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or
one tittle shall in nowise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled. Whosoever therefore
shall break one of these least commandments, and shall teach men so, he shall be called
the least in the kingdom of heaven; but whosoever shall do and teach them, the same
shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven. For I say unto you, That except your
righteousness shall exceed the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, ye shall in no
case enter into the kingdom of heaven." Then in the most solemn manner he takes up
the specifications of the law, and shows how far-reaching is every precept which is to be
written in their hearts and to be made manifest in their character. And as the people
listened to his words, they said, "Never man spake like this Man."

The Lord Jesus came to our world to represent the character of his Father. He came to

live out the law, and his words and character were daily a correct exposition of the law
of God. His own personal example testified to the world, to angels, and to men that he
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was keeping the law of God, and was a standard and pattern to mankind. "In him was
life; and the life was the light of men." Jesus was a living manifestation of what the law
was, and he revealed in his personal character its true significance, and showed it to be
the only remedy for the existing evils, when it was set free from the rubbish of men's
traditions and maxims. As it was expounded by the scribes and Pharisees, it was
misleading because misrepresented, and it perverted the characters of those who
received the traditions and commandments of men.

The Lord Jesus gave to men a representation of the character of God in his life and
example. The law of God is the transcript of the character of God. And in Christ they
had its precepts exemplified, and example was far more effective than the precept had
been. Christ founded his kingdom upon the law of God, and those who followed Christ,
imitating his life and character, were pronounced loyal and true to all God's
commandments. Jesus was a living illustration of the fulfillment of the law, but his
fulfilling it did not mean its abolition and annihilation. In fulfilling the law, he carried
out every specification of its claims.

Adam fell through disobeying the commandments of the Lord; but Christ took the field
of battle to resist the temptations of Satan, and to refuse to transgress a "Thus saith the
Lord." He declares, "I came not to destroy the law, but to fulfill"--to do all the
requirements of the law. There could be no deviation on his part from one single
specification of the law. If there had been the least failure in carrying out any particular
of its commands, we should have had in Christ a worthless sacrifice. The Pharisees
charged Christ with breaking the Sabbath. Christ had declared himself the Lord of the
Sabbath, and he had carried out every principle of the Sabbath commandment, and
asked them how it was that they condemned the guiltless. Shall we take the words of
Pharisees, who accused Christ of sin, or take the words of Christ, who declared himself
guiltless? Shall we take the charge of the Pharisees as true, and have nothing better than
a sinner for our Saviour?--No, no; never defile the lips with such guile, and bear false
witness against Jesus, as did the Jews.

Jesus is the Light of the world, and those who claim that he broke the law of God are in
the darkness of error. Their minds are perverted, their understanding is darkened in the
same manner as was the understanding of the Pharisees whom Christ addressed, saying,
"Ye are ignorant of the Scriptures and the power of God." They made void the law of
God through their tradition. Professing to be the followers of God, they had turned from
the holy commandment, and were as salt that had lost its savor. Impure salt has no
saving virtue. If the followers of Christ do not derive their life, their fragrance, and their
saving qualities from Jesus Christ, they have no spiritual worth. But all who conform
their life, their heart, their mind, fully and ungrudgingly to his service, reflect his image,
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and shed the bright beams of the Sun of Righteousness into the darkness of a world that
lieth in wickedness.
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March 21, 1895
Parents are to Teach God's Statutes

Fathers and mothers who claim to be Christians, and who have not been doers of the
words of Christ, who have not educated and trained their children in correct habits, have
not brought them up to love and fear God, as God has directed them to. The words of
Moses to Israel, concerning the statutes and judgments of the Lord, are also the word of
God to us; he says: "Keep therefore and do them; for this is your wisdom and your
understanding in the sight of the nations, which shall hear all these statutes, and say,
Surely this great nation is a wise and understanding people. For what nation is there so
great, who hath God so nigh unto them, as the Lord our God is in all things that we call
upon him for? And what nation is there so great, that hath statutes and judgments so
righteous as all this law, which I set before you this day? Only take heed to thyself, and
keep thy soul diligently, lest thou forget the things which thine eyes have seen, and lest
they depart from thy heart all the days of thy life; but teach them thy sons, and thy sons'
sons; specially the day that thou stoodest before the Lord thy God in Horeb, when the
Lord said unto me, Gather me the people together, and I will make them hear my words,
that they may learn to fear me all the days that they shall live upon the earth, and that
they may teach their children."

"Hear therefore, O Israel, and observe to do it; that it may be well with thee, and that ye
may increase mightily, as the Lord God of thy fathers hath promised thee, in the land
that floweth with milk and honey. Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God is one Lord; and
thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thine heart, and with all thy soul, and with all
thy might. And these words, which I command thee this day, shall be in thine heart; and
thou shalt teach them diligently unto thy children, and shall talk of them when thou
sittest in thine house, and when thou walkest by the way, and when thou liest down, and
when thou risest up."

Who gave these commands?--It was the Lord Jesus, enshrouded in the pillar of cloud.
He presented to the people the only true standard of character, which is the law of God.
"And when thy son asketh thee in time to come, saying, What mean the testimonies, and
the statutes, and the judgments which the Lord our God hath commanded you? then
thou shalt say unto thy son, We were Pharaoh's bondmen in Egypt; and the Lord
brought us out of Egypt with a mighty hand." The Lord commanded the parents to
rehearse to the children his past dealings with them, for the mighty works of God were
ever to be kept fresh in their minds. "And the Lord commanded us to do all these
statutes, to fear the Lord our God [not with a servile fear, but], for our good always, that
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he might preserve us alive, as it is at this day. And it shall be our righteousness, if we
observe to do all these commandments before the Lord our God, as he hath commanded
us."

The Lord gave them a warning, lest they should fall into sin, forget God, and practice
idolatry. But should they practice idolatry, and be taken captive by their enemies, the
Lord makes provision for their reinstatement in his favor, and says:

"But if from thence thou shalt seek the Lord thy God, thou shalt find him, if thou seek
him with all thy heart and with all thy soul. When thou art in tribulation, and all these
things are come upon thee, even in the latter days, if thou turn to the Lord thy God, and
shalt be obedient unto his voice (for the Lord thy God is a merciful God); he will not
forsake thee, neither destroy thee, nor forget the covenant of thy fathers, which he sware
unto them."

What voice were they to be obedient to?--To the voice that spake the law to them from
Mount Sinai. "Ask now of the days that are past, which were before thee, since the day
that God created man upon the earth, and ask from the one side of heaven unto the
other, whether there hath been any such thing as this great thing is, or hath been heard
like 1t? Did ever people hear the voice of God speaking out of the midst of the fire, as
thou hast heard, and live?"

In these latter days the light has been shining unto the people of God in clear, bright
rays. It is shining upon many who have been led into idolatry through keeping a
spurious sabbath, by following the tradition of men instead of the commandments of
God; but if they now turn unto the Lord with all their heart to keep his commandments,
God will show himself merciful.

Parents have a solemn duty to perform. They should labor most earnestly to counteract
their own false teachings. They should lift up the true standard of character, and bring
their own habits and practices into harmony with God, and be doers of the word of
Christ. They should take up their neglected work, and educate and train their children in
accordance with the directions given in the word of God. There should be no neglect on
the part of parents, no neglect on the part of instructors, to faithfully perform their duty
in the fear of God, in lifting up the standard before the young by both precept and
example.

"The law of the Lord is perfect, converting the soul." Parents and teachers should feel it

their duty to deal faithfully with those who are in their charge; but they must also realize
that they must deal lovingly and mercifully with the erring. They will need to have long
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patience and forbearance, to cultivate the power of presenting heavenly inducements in
such a way as to inspire courage and hope in those who are defective in character, in
order that the erring may make decided efforts to reform, exercising faith in God, who
has given them precious evidences of the great love wherewith he has loved them.

Through the prophet Isaiah the Lord says, "I the Lord thy God will hold thy right hand,
saying unto thee, Fear not; I will help thee. Fear not, thou worm Jacob, and ye men of
Israel; I will help thee, saith the Lord, and thy Redeemer, the Holy One of Israel." The
Lord has estimated the value of the human soul by the value of the sacrifice made upon
the cross of Calvary. Then let every human agent remember that the claims of God are
upon him, and that he is not his own. Let those who are obtaining an education, thinking
that they will engage in the work for the Master, to advance his truth in the earth, take
heed to themselves, and closely examine themselves to know whether or not they are in
the truth. Is the truth working by love, and purifying the soul from its moral defilement?
God will not accept as his colaborers those who have no real sense of holiness and
virtue. Those who wear the yoke with Christ will be in harmony with the purposes of
Christ, and will represent Christ in character. They will be lights to the world.
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Temporal Interests to Be Subordinated

The cross of Christ is the mighty agency through which God has planned to move the
world. Christ as the atoning sacrifice has influenced the heavenly intelligences to such a
degree that it is their highest joy to work as the messengers of Christ, to minister unto
those who shall be heirs of salvation. O, how important has this world become! Every
eye in the universe of God is looking upon this world, for here it is that the great battle
is in progress. Christ, the prince of life, is in conflict with Satan, the prince of darkness,
over every fallen soul, that he may rescue the human race from the slavery of Satan.
Satan and his agencies are opposing every effort for the advancement of the good.

The cross of Christ is to be so distinctly presented before the world that every other
power will be eclipsed, and the human race be drawn in homage to Christ Jesus. The
Father has given everything into the hands of Christ,--all power, dominion, and glory
have been bestowed upon the Son of God. When the eye is directed to Calvary, the soul
beholds Jesus, the royal Sufferer, dying for the sin of man, in order that man may have
another trial, another opportunity to obtain eternal life. When Jesus Christ is evidently
set forth before the sinner's eyes, manifest in the flesh and crucified for him, the Spirit
has taken of the things of Christ, and has shown them to the sinner, and the result has
been transformation of character, the sinner becomes a new creature in Christ Jesus.

But, though the greatest Gift of heaven has been bestowed in order to attract the
attention of men heavenward, men are ensnared by the temptations of Satan, and their
minds seem to be enchained to the earth. Our Saviour came to the world to correct this
evil, and to fasten the affections of the soul on things above. He lifted up his voice in
warning, saying, "What shall it profit a man, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose
his own soul? or what shall a man give in exchange for his soul?" The world's
Redeemer calls the attention of men to the nobler life which they have lost sight of, and
brings again unseen and eternal realities within range of their vision. He opens before
their eyes the glories of heaven.

"These things saith he that is holy, he that is true, he that hath the key of David